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tra ductora , tendran ninguna responsab i/ida d en el uso poste rior que de la versi6n 
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Nacional. 
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PROLOG U E  

The fo l lowing  trans lat ion was requested by the U n ited Nat ions Ch i l d ren's Fund 

( U N I C E F) i n  Costa R ica .  The orig ina l  book , ent it led Ado/escencia, derechos de /a  nifJez, Y 

pobreza urbana en Costa Rica
'
, was trans lated from Span ish to Eng l i sh  by the cand idate 

as part of her work as a trans lat ion consu ltant at said organ izatio n .  A copy of th� orig i na l  

text is inc l uded as An nex 1. 

The text is  co m prised of a series of art ic les written on various interre lated aspects 

with in  the la rger  fie lds  of ch i l d  r ights , ado lescence and u rban poverty .  Although  the ent i re 

book was trans lated , o n ly selected articles are presented in  th is  G raduat ion Project i n  

order t o  comply wi th t h e  standards estab l ished by t h e  School  o f  Language and Literatu re 

regard ing  the length  of the trans lated text. The present Graduat ion Project a lso i nc ludes 

the accom pany i ng  memo i r , wh ich reviews several sa l ient aspects of the trans lat ion 

process.  

I t  shou ld  be borne i n  m ind that the format i n  which the trans lat ion  appears in th is  

document  d i ffe rs from that e m ployed for i ts  pub l ication . Th is was mod ified as per the 

norms set  fo rth by the Schoo l  of  Language and L iterature .  Sam ple pages of the pub l i shed 

vers ion of  the trans lat ion appear  as Annex 2 . 

• UNICEF, UNCHS (HABITAT), Ado/escencia, derechos de /a ninez y pobreza urbana en Costa 
Rica, UNICEF, San Jose, 1 997 .  
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PRES ENTATI O N  

Poor ch i l d ren  and ado lescents l iv ing i n  cit ies face especia l ly d i fficu l t  and 

threaten ing  s i tuat ions ,  part icu lar ly i n  deve lop ing countries .  The m ajority of the poor l ive in  

cities , and m ost of the ch i l d ren  are poor .  The strugg le for ch i ld  and  ado lescent rights is of 

great strateg ic i m portance in the deve lopment of a society . Th is  can and m ust generate 

bro8r1-sca le  socia l  mobi l izat ion in an effort to ach ieve cities that are more h umane and 

hea lthy for a l l .  

Th is  book addresses t h e  characteristics o f  recent urban ization , i m poverishment 

and socia l  d i s i ntegrat ion  i n  Costa Rica , as  wel l  as the repercuss ions these processes have 

on the rights of boys , g i rls  and , above a l l ,  adolescents . The fi rst th ree art ic les in Sect ion I 

provide an  aggregate v iew of the cu rrent situation , whereas the fo l l owing art icles ana lyze 

the l iv ing cond i t ions  of ch i l d ren and ado lescents in terms of educatio n ,  l abor ,  sexua l ity and 

just ice. Sect ion I I  is  ded icated to p rojects , proposals and i n it i at ives and inc l udes two brief 

art icles on work be ing carried out with young peop le i n  poor urban ne ighborhoods .  

The fram ework of  reference for th i s  work is the Convention on the Rig hts of  the 

Ch i ld  (CRC) , as we l l  as the recommendat ions and conclus ions estab l i shed at the United 

Nations Conference on H uman Sett lements (HABITAT I I ) ,  he ld  in I stanbu l , Tu rkey i n  

1 996. 

The Convent io n  estab l ishes a new perspective in wh ic� ch i l d ren  '·and  ado lescents 

are viewed as cit izens with soc ia l  and  i nd iv idua l  rights . Th is  means that they are the 

subjects of these r ights and shou ld  be recogn ized and respected by a l l  socia l  i nst itut ions .  

Thus ,  com p rehensive deve lopment and  a convict ion i n  the advantages of com m u n ity 
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part ic i pation , part icu larly that of ch i l d ren ,  shou ld be more than an asp i ratio n ,  they must 

become a rea l ity . The fu lfi l lment of ch i l d  and adolescent r ights , and above a l l  those of 

adolescents , i s  the cornerstone of the ana lyses in th is  book .  

The Istanbu l  Dec laration makes specific reference to the needs of ch i l d ren .  

During th is  conference ,  a g reat dea l  o f  em phas is  was p laced on the  Rights of  the  C h i ld.  

Special ment ion was made of the cond i t ions that must be met with regard to the security of 

urban fa m i l ies ,  the home and its env i ronment  as we l l  as the deve lopment of healthy 

commun it ies .  In o rder  to meet these rights ,  the u rgent need for changes in economic  

models ,  governm enta l  patterns and re lat ions  between government and loca l  com m u n it ies 

was stressed . 

I n  an effort to ach ieve more and better resu lts ,  UN ICEF and the Community Self­

Strengthening P rogram ( P ROFAC)/UNCHS ( HABITAT) i n  Costa R ica created th i s  jo i nt 

pub l icat ion  on  s u bjects of common in terest.  The goa l  was to contri bute to the form u lat ion 

and im p lementat ion  of strateg ies and methodo logies for improving the qua l ity of l ife of poor 

adolescents l iv ing i n  Costa Rica's u rban a reas .  

U N I C E F  and HABITAT wou ld  especia l l y  l i ke to recogn ize the contri but i ng authors 

as wel l  as Patric ia  Sa lgado M unoz,  who was respons ib le for U,e com p i lat ion of th i s  work. 

Rhea Saab 

Assistant Representative 

UNI CEF-Costa R ica 

Erik Vittru p Fel isa Cuevas 

Lead ing  Techn ica l  Advisor Nat iona l  Coord inator 

HAB ITAT PROFAC 
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INTROD UCTION 

The  goa l  o f  th is  book is  to  p romote debate on t he  re lat ionsh i p  between recent 

urban izat ion and the appearance of poor ch i ld-adolescent sectors in u rban areas .  I t  i s  

a lso des igned to contri bute to the deve lopment of  a conceptua l  framework for rights-based 

socia l  po l ic ies geared towards  ch i l d ren  and ado lescents.  

Over the last few decades ,  Costa R ica has experienced rap id  urban izat ion , with 

very negative consequences on the prov is ion of services , infrastructu re and u rban 

plann i ng .  One of the most d i st inct ive characterist ics of th is  process is  the g rowth of human  

sett lements where the majority o f  u rban poor l ive . For  a var iety o f  reasons ,  th is  g roup 

does not rece ive suffic ient  soc ia l  services or benefit from a bas ic  infrastructu re that  wou ld  

insure m i n i m u m  l iv ing cond it ions for adeq uate human deve lopment .  

Ch i l d ren  and adolescents l i v i ng  i n  these poor areas genera l ly  h ave fewer 

opportun it ies and are exposed to g reater risks and stereotypes , wh ich affect the i r  self­

esteem and socia l izatio n .  M any of the ado lescents i n  these poor ne igh borhoods· are the 

vict ims of socia l  exclus ion .  Thus ,  as has been the case i n  other  cit ies ,  gangs or  groups of 

adolescents have been formed .  In  some instances ,  these groups v io late the estab l ished 

lega l  socia l  order .  Th is  has i ntens ified the stig ma p laced on poor adolescents where they 

are viewed as a th reat to society . At the same t ime ,  these ado lescents feel  i nt im idated 

and l i m ited in the i r  scope of movement .  As a resu l t ,  there is  a v ic ious cycle of socia l  

excl us ion and st igmatizat io n .  

Po l ic ies a n d  programs s pecifica l ly  geared towards adolescents are few o r  

insuffic ient .  T h e  ana lys is a n d  act ions taken with regard t o  t h e  prob lems faci ng 
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lo lescents have been i n adequate and unab le to ra ise awareness or  garner resources to 

:! extent req u i red .  I f  th i s  l ack  of  attent ion has serious consequences for ado lescents 

lose l iv ing cond it ions prov ide them greater opportun it ies than poor adolescents , the 

ter are v i rtua l l y  den ied a futu re i n  which they cou ld  even m i n ima l ly  develop the i r  

Itenti a l  as peop le .  They are be ing confi ned to  a wor ld  i n  wh ich  desperat ion , i gnorance 

ld reject ion make u p  the i r  l ives .  

G iven the i ncreas ing  socia l  i m po rtance of these poor sett lements i n  Costa Rica and 

e part icu lar ly d ifficu l t  socia l  cond i t ions of ch i l d ren and adolescents i n  these areas ,  it i s  

lfo rtunate that th is  s i tuat ion  has not been adequately stud ied . Moreover, these g roups 

Ive not been afforded the o pportun ity to speak about the i r  asp i rat ions and the harsh ness 

ld drama  of the i r  da i l y  l ives .  

This book covers a ser ies of  top ics cons idered to be of  v i ta l  im portance for 

lderstand ing how to meet the rig hts of poor adolescents . I t  beg ins  with a conceptua l ,  

'era l l  v is ion o f  the re lat ionsh i p  among  rights ,  poverty and socia l  i ntegratio n .  I t  cons iders 

cent trends towards u rban izat ion and poverty , focus ing part icu larly on po l i c ies that dea l  

th urban poverty as we l l  as ch i l d ren  and ado lescents . Fol lowing is  an ana lys is of the 

ore specific  and d iagnost ic d i mens ions of the socia l  env i ronment of adolescents . Th is  is  

rect ly re lated to the creat ion  of opportun it ies and the concrete man ifestations of righ ts as 

e l l  as educat i ona l ,  labor and legal issues .  Sexual ity is  a lso addressed . Th is  is  a po lemic  

ld  d ifficu l t  subject, as i t  i s  c lear ly re lated to  a broad spectrum of  va lues .  In  add i t io n ,  

ereotypes , stigmas ,  re l igious  ideas a n d  essent ia l l y  the cu l ture its.e lf a l l  p lay a n  i mportant 

lie . In  the second  sect ion  there are two shorter artic les on projects and experiences 

mently being i m p lemented . These prov ide feedback in the design of nationa l  po l i c ies i n  

t is fie ld . 

1 0  



The framework of th is  publ icatio n  consists of the concepts ,  principles a n d  va lues 

set forth i n  the Convention on  the Rig hts of the Ch i ld  (CRC), as wel l  as the proposa ls  

and agreem ents resu lt i ng  from the convocation and implementat ion of the U n ited Nat ions 

Conference o n  H uman  Sett lements. This event was he ld from J une 3rd to '  J u n e  14th i n  

I stan bu l ,  Tu rkey,  and was  known as HABITAT II or the  Summit  of  C ities. 

In Costa R ica , the C RC was approved in 1990 and , to d ate ,  has been ratif ied by 

1 87 countries .  Th is  convent ion estab l ishes frameworks of reference and addresses the 

aspirat ions of a l l  ch i l d ren , that i s  to say,  a l l  persons under 18 years of age. I ts i m portance 

l ies not on ly i n  its contents , but a lso in  its being an instrument for ra is ing awareness and 

mobi l iz ing soc iety i n  o rder to i m prove comprehensively the l ives of ch i l d ren  and 

adolescents , part icu la rly those i n  the most  vu lnerab le sectors . 

The goa l  p roposed at the Ista n b u l  Conference was to make cit ies ,  towns and 

v i l lages hea lthy and safe ,  wh i le  fosteri ng  equ itable and susta inab le  cond it ions .  For  th is  

reason ,  two s u bjects were ana lyzed : adequate hous ing for a l l  peop le  and susta inab le  

human sett lements i n  a n  i ncreas ing ly  u r0an world .  One of  the s ign ificant ach ievements of 

HAB ITAT I I  was the recog n i t ion of ch i ld  we l l be ing as a sound i nd icator of a society's hea lth 

and prosperity . 

The C R C  is a cruc ia l  po int  of reference i n  th is  pub l ication  as  it const itutes the lega l  

framework for the bas ic soc ia l  and ind iv idua l  r ights that  should be recogn ized fo r ch i ld ren 

and adolescents as part of development.  G iven that the CRC focuses on  the righ ts of a l l  
I." 

persons under 18 years of age , adolescents are also covered by th is  conventio n .  With 

regard to the terms "ch i ld , "  "ado lescent" and "young people" as we l l  as  the i r  correspond ing 

age brackets ,  i t  shou ld  be po inted out that these are based on crit��ia  that  vary accord ing  
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:0 d iscip l i ne  and even to cont i nent .  Therefore ,  authors have been a l lowed to use the 

:erms best su ited to their purposes,  making sure that the term ino logy i n  each a rt ic le is  

:Iear. 

I t  is  i m portant to c larify that the concept of poverty is  not exam ined in depth with 

"egard to its mean ings  or  the ways i t  may be measured .  Rather, em phas is on this subject 

las been qua l itat ive and re lated to the fa i l u re or partia l  fa i l u re i n  meet ing needs as wel l  as 

:0  l imited access to resou rces and poverty 's psycholog ica l ,  socia l  and cu ltura l d i m ens ions .  

Poverty is seen more as an  i m ped i ment to the fu lfi l lment of  rights and is eva luated i n  terms 

:Jf excl us ion . However, th is  shou ld  not be v iewed from the perspective of marg i na l ization ,  

but rather as ways of  l i fe and d iverse react ions .  Based on these cons iderat ions ,  the 

:u ltu re of  poverty and the need to address th is  phenomenon at  the local level are of  g reat 

interest. 

The pu rpose of th is  book is  to i ncrease debate on the subjects be ing  exam i ned and 

spur  d iscuss ion on poss ib le  p roposa ls .  I n  th is  sense ,  i t  is  recogn ized that  there is  a need 

for further research and pub l icat ions . However, certai n gu ide l i nes and genera l  

cons iderations derived from the a rt ic les i ncl uded i n  th is  book shou ld be ment ioned here .  

The authors '  works u nderscore t h e  ut i l ity a n d  va lue o f  t h e  CRC as a powerfu l 

mechan ism fo r ana lyzi ng the s ituat ion of ch i ld ren i n  u rban areas as wel l  as for deve lop ing 

prog rams that respond to the i r  needs and r ights . Ch i l d ren and adolescents i n  u rban areas 

are often den ied these rig hts , part icu larly those l iv ing' i n  s lums and marg ina l  

neighborhoods .  
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Society i s  ob l igated to meet the r ights of ch i ld ren .  Demand ing  that  ch i l d ren  and 

adolescents fu lfi l l  the i r  respons ib i l it ies or  d ut ies shou ld  be seen o n ly as part of  the  

educationa l  p rocess ,  not  as  a condit ion for i nsuring that the i r  r ights a re met.  

The merits of the CRC are unden iab le; i t  i s  now t ime to p romote the rights of 

adolescents , based on the i r  particu la ri t ies as a ch i ld  subgroup .  

Ch i l d ren and especia l l y  ado lescents have specific character ist ics with regard to the  

demands , p rob lems and potent ia ls  tha t  must be  considered when i n i t iat ing o r  support ing 

the requ i red changes .  Part icu la r  attent ion must be p laced on po l ic ies for these g roups .  I n  

addit ion , appropriate strateg ies must be conceived and i m p lemented , i nc lud i ng  the 

ava i lab i l ity of tra i ned and  mot ivated personne l  to work wi th youths .  Moreover, th i s  work 

must com p lement rather than subst itute the efforts of adolescents . 

Adolescents and young people have a g reat potent ia l  for deve lop ing i n it i at ives if 

they are adeq uately supported in this respect. I t  shou ld  be po i nted out  that it i s  i m po rtant 

to work in  conjunct ion with ado lescents , showing fa ith i n  their potent ia l  and support i ng  the i r  

own organizat ions ,  so that they wi l l  be a posit ive means for g ro u p  and com m u n ity 

development .  Th is  wou ld  he lp  decrease aggressiveness towards ado lescents and  the 

stigma the wor ld p laces on the m .  I t  wou ld  a lso he lp  to lessen o r  e l im i nate confl i cts 

between adu lts and young peop le .  

Although the prob lems fac ing ch i ld ren and adolescents a re specific i n  nature ,  the  

search for so lut ions m ust not  be the i r  so le  respons ib i l ity .  These p rob lems m u st a lso  be  

addressed a t  the com m u n ity and nationa l  leve ls .  There i s  a need for act ions to ra ise 
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awareness as wel l  as for s i m u l taneously form ulat ing and im plement ing proposa ls  at the 

ind ividua l ,  g roup ,  fam i ly ,  com m u n ity and nat ional  leve ls .  

The PROFAC i n it i at ive h i gh l ights the im portance and va lue  of contr i but ions made 

by organ ized com m u n it ies i n  defi n i ng  prob lems and seeking so l ut ions at the local  leve l .  

Recent ly , Costa Rica has made  various achievements i n  t he  lega l  fie ld  with regard 

to this subject. The Ch i l d  and Ado lescent Code as we l l  as the Law of the Nat iona l  Ch i l d  

Welfare I nst itute ( PAN I )  h ave been approved . Th i s  com plements pr ior progress m ade with 

the Juven i le  Cri m ina l  J u st ice Law, wh ich was passed months earl ier .  M o reover, 

educat iona l  and hea l th reform pos it ive ly re info rce a new cultu re i n  wh ich ch i ld  rig hts a re a 

central po int .  

I t  wou ld  be ne i ther feas ib le  nor rea l ist ic to propose so lut ions based on ly on 

governmenta l  i n it i at ives . There m ust be efforts to stimu late the part ic i pat ion  of various 

actors , such as n on-governmenta l  organ izations ,  chu rches , private enterprise ,  etc .  Even 

though it does p lay a key ro le ,  the State cannot assume a l l  of the fu nct ions and 

respons ib i l it ies needed to br ing about change .  

Coord i nated efforts among inst itut ions and agencies are very s ign ificant and make 

it poss ib le  to address s imu ltaneous ly  various aspects of the s ituat ion  fac ing ado lescents . 

As a n  agency ,  HABITAT's mandate expressly focuses on work with and for u rban 

com mun it ies ,  and does not make s pecific  reference to work with ch i ld ren and ado lescents . 

However, the I stanbu l  Conference estab l i shed work ing with young people i n  human  

settlements as its gu id i ng pr inc i p le .  Experiences i n  Costa Rica re i nforce the  i m po rtance of 
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th is approach . A long these l i nes ,  HAB I TAT and PROFAC are support ing the creat ion of a 

Network of Young  Peop le  i n  H u m a n  Sett lements i n  Costa Rica .  Th is  is  part of a la rger 

effort to create a s im i l a r  Lat in Amer ican network, i n  accordance with the HAB I TAT I I  

Ag reements .  

There are various  cha l lenges i n  redefin ing  i ntervent ion strateg ies . A ba lance is 

needed between un iversa l  and se lected efforts .  The i nst itut iona l  structure m ust be 

strengthened at the loca l  leve l .  At present ,  th is  structu re is not comprehens ive i n  spite of 

the un iversa l  nature of its i n tervent ions .  There is a need to find the means for i nsu ring the 

adequate g rowth of the State i n  loca l  governments . In  addit ion , respect for the ways of l i fe 

associated with th is  new poverty m ust be i ntegrated i nto pub l i c  awareness . The genera l  

and stri ngent n atu re of  po l i c ies m ust be  mod ified , and fu l l  decentra l izat ion ach ieved 

incorporat ing  part ic ipat ion and management on the part of commun it ies , fam i l i es ,  ch i l d ren 

and adolescents . 

"We are conv inced that p lac i ng c h i l d ren at the centre of u rban deve lopment 

strategy ca n acce lerate progress and make the world a better p lace for us a l l ." 

(Taken from the U N I C E F  STAT E M E NT I N  SECON D  COMM ITTEE New York, October 

30, 1996) 

1 5  



:ommun ities 

;)OLlC I ES THAT A D DRESS POVERTY IN U RBAN COMMUN ITI ES 

Juan  Diego Trejos 

Econom ist 

Advisor to the Second Vice-Presidency of the Repub l i c  

From a h i stor ica l  perspective , poverty i n  Costa R ica has  been predom inant ly ru ra l  

:0 the extent tha t ,  up unt i l  the end of  the  1 970s ,  nearly th ree-fourths of  poo r  fam i l ies l ived 

n ru ra l areas .  H owever ,  u rban izat ion  and m igrat ion from the countrys ide ,  in conj unct ion  

Nith an  economic  s i tuat ion  characterized by i ntense periods of  recess ion and adj ustment , 

1ave converted u rban poverty i nto a major  phenomenon .  At present ,  nearly ha lf of the 

1ation 's  poor  fam i l ies l ive in c i t ies ,  and this has changed the nature of poverty . 

Structura l  poverty re lated to lack of access to land and low agricu l tura l  y ie lds has 

�iven way to u rban poverty . The latter is  associ8ted with the absence of opportun it ies for 

:lbta in ing we l l -pay ing jobs or  for developing the ski l l s  needed to perform them . Th is 

�enerates a cont i ngency of u rban fam i l ies who are not permanent ly poor ,  but  who are 

vu lnerable to unemployment and the d rop i n  rea l  wages. I t  is  a type of s i tuat iona l  poverty . 

In addit i on , many workers employed i n  the forma l  job market i n  the pub l i c  sector have lost 

thei r jobs as part of structura l  adjustment processes . They are without work i n  a t ime 

when opportun it ies a re fewer and the i r  capab i l it ies l im ited for fi nd ing new jobs with i ncome 

simi lar to the i r  former ones.  These groups constitute the new poor .  
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The increas ing n u m bers of poor ch i ld ren and ado lescents g rowing u p  i n  c i t ies have 

�reater chances of access ing the health and educat ion services that cou ld  eventua l ly open 

the doors to socia l  mob i l ity . H owever, these ch i ld ren and young peop le a lso face new 

prob lems that i ncrease the i r  vu l nerab i l ity and make them l i kely to encounter g reater 

suffering  and ha rds h i p .  Abandonment ,  abuse ,  m istreatment ,  lo iteri ng ,  d rug add ict ion ,  

sexua l  and labor  exp lo itat ion  a re prob lems that  tend to  be  exacerbated for ch i l d ren and 

ado lescents i n  poor  u rban com m u n it ies . 

1. POOR U RBAN C H I LD R E N  A N D  YO U N G  P EOPLE I N  COSTA RICA 

Poor househo lds a re la rger ,  particu larly with regard to the number of ch i l d re n  i n  the 

fam i ly .  This means that they suffer the scourge of poverty to a greater extent .  They 

become the veh i cle  for transm itt i ng  poverty from one generat ion to the next through the 

wel l-known cyc le of m a l n utr it io n ,  heal th and learn ing prob lems ,  d ropp ing out  of the 

educat ion system and premature entry into the labor force under unstab le condit ions 

characterized by l ow product iv ity and wages . Therefore , effectively address ing  poverty 

means break ing the cycle that reprod uces i t .  

As can be seen i n  Tab le 1 ,  i n  the beg inn ing  of the 1 990s , 1 8% of u rban fam i l ies 

were c lass ified as  poor i n  terms of i nsufficient i ncome .  With regard to persons ,  th is  

percentage rose to 21  %,  and  wi th  regard to ch i ldren and young people , i t  represented 

nearly 30% . Th is  is the resu lt of the presence of two ch i ld re n ,  on  the average ,  i n  each 

There are significant difficulties in measuring poverty. These data are based on poverty in terms 
of insufficient income. Income-based poverty generally encompasses families whose earnings per 
household member are below the poverty line that measures the total resources per person needed 
to satisfy basic material needs. The principal limitations of this approach, which is in fact the most 
commonly used method, are that it focuses on material shortcomings and the potential for satisfying 
these. Difficulties are also encountered in measuring income and setting a standard poverty line. 
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,or househo ld and one young person for every two poor househo lds .  Th is  means that 

Jre than ha lf of the mem bers of poor households a re underage and that the househo ld 

1ge earners must care for an  average of 2 .3  ch i ld ren .  Th is proport ion is  more than three 

les h igher  than that of non-poor househo lds .  The table a l so shows the effect of women 

heads of  househo ld , thus  rendering  a complete representat ion of the pr ivat ions  that 

ban poverty generates .  

Based on  the genera l  info rm at ion  presented in  th is  tab le ,  i t  i s  possib le to exam ine  

what  extent the  r ights of poor  u rban ch i ld ren and  young  people are being met .  For  th is  

ason ,  Table 2 inc ludes some ind icators on  the inab i l ity to take advantage of certa i n  bas ic 

Ihts that can be measured d i rectly. The fi rst aspect that m ust be poi nted o ut is  that the 

!rcentage of ch i l d ren among the poor is g reater than that of young peop le .  Whereas 

% of ch i l d ren a re poor ,  a n  average of 24% of young people i s  poor .  Th is  means that 

luseho lds and persons in the i n it ia l  stages of the l ife cycle a re more l i ke ly to be poor ,  

ecisely when they are m ost vu lnerab le .  This a lso demonstrates that the presence of 

lung people can reduce the risk  of poverty due to the fi nanc ia l  support they provide the 

luseho ld . However, this can Im ply ch i ld-adolescent labor  and school d ropout .  

Fu l fi l lment of the right  to health care is fa i rly widespread i n  Costa Rica , part icu larly 

urban areas .  On ly about 20% appear to lack the forma l  r ight to receive health services 

)m the Costa Rican Socia l  Welfare I n st itute . However, a l l  have the lega l  right  to access 

ese services even if they are not i nsured . Th is informat ion does not i nclude pri m ary-care 

·og rams .  I n  effect ,  nearly two-th i rds  of the un insured used governmental  hea l th services 

hen they suffered some type of hea lth prob lem . The fundamenta l  reason that peop le do 

)t rece ive care l ies i n  the use of self remedies (SVP, 1 995) . 
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TABLE 1 

COSTA RICA:  SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF U RBAN POVE RTY, 1992 

INDI CATORS TOTAL FAMI LI ES POOR FAMI L IES I N O N -POOR 
i FAMI L IES 

RELATIVE D ISTRI BUTI O N  I I 
Fam i l ies 100.0 17.8 
I ndivid ua ls  100.0 21.2 ' 
Chi ldren and  young peop le  100.0 29.5. 
Persons per  household  I 
Total 4.0 4.8 
Ch i ldren u p  to 1 2  years of 1.1 2.0 i 
age I 
Young people ( 1 3 to 1 7  0.4 0.5 i 
years of age) I 
Chi ldren and  young people 1.5 2.5 ! 
Relative we ight of c h i l d ren I and young people 
Total  37.6 52.41 
Chi ldren 28.4 41.9 ! 
Young peop le  9.2 10.5 ! 
Household  mem bers 1.6 1.1 i 
Ch i ldren and  young 0.9 2.3 : 
people per emp loyed ! 
fami ly member i 
% of homes with female  26.2 1 27.7 i 
heads of househo ld  

I 
I 

SOURC E :  The Second Vice-Pres idency of the Republ ic .  Profi les of the Target Popu lat ion 
of the Nat iona l  P lan  for Com bat ing Poverty.  Deve loped based on the Soc ia l  I nvestment 
Survey carr ied out  by M I D E PLAN in .  1 992 .  

For most poor  schoo l-age ch i l d ren ,  the right to educat ion is  widespread , but not 

genera l ized . Tab le 2 i nc ludes access to day-care fac i l it ies for ch i l d ren up to 6 years of age 

and shows m i n i m u m  coverage,  with i ncreases for ch i ld ren over two yea rs o ld . This 

informat ion  d oes not inc lude ch i ld ren that attend preschool  or  pri m a ry school and does not 

account for the fact that the fam i ly norma l ly covers day-care services.  St i l l ,  i t  i s  c lear that 

ava i lab i l ity of these services i s  i nadequate for fam i l ies that ,  due  to hea lth  or  e m ployment 

restrict ions , cannot care for their ch i ld re n .  This i m pl ies that these ch i ld ren are excluded 
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: i 
82.2 
78.8 
70.5 . 

i 
3.8 
1.0 

0.3 
i 

1.3 : 

! 
! 

33.7 I 

24.8 : 
8.9 : 
1.7 i 
0.7 

25.9 i 
i 



1m other benefits such as attent ion to psycho-motor deve lopment ,  adequate n utr it i on ,  

d the overa l l  opportun ity to  take better advantage of  educat ion once they beg i n  schoo l .  
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TABLE 2 

:OSTA RICA:  SOME I N DICATORS OF TH E STATUS OF POOR C H I LDREN I N  U RBAN 

AREAS 

NDICATOR U nder 2 years Between 2 Between 7 Betwee n  13 Between  16 
of age and 6 and 12 and 15 and 17 

'oor popu lat ion 20 , 958 59 , 845 57 , 650 2 3 , 43 7  
Va of the total 32 . 9  33 .4  28 . 9  26 . 5  
)opu lat ion 
iEALTH 2 1 . 3 1 1 9 . 9  1 9 . 1  24 . 1 
Va without i nsurance fo r I I 
; ickness and matern ity ! i I 
:DUCATION ! 
Va that do not attend 1 98 . 8  87 .2  9 . 4  24 . 2  

Va that attend without n . d .  n . d .  50 . 5  6 5 . 4  
�conomic support 
Va beh ind g rade that n . a .  n . a .  1 3 . 9  37 . 2  
�ttend school  
V a  that study and work n . a .  n . a .  n . d .  3 . 3  
�ECREATION ! 
Va without recreat ion 39 .7 1 39 .7  27 . 7  28 .4  
�reas2 1 I 
-iQUSI NG 

I Yo in homes in  poor 
:ondit ion 1 7 . 6  i 1 0 . 9  1 4 . 7  1 4 . 2  I 

I 
Yo in homes with no 6 . 0  4 . 3  3 . 5  4 . 3  
'unning water 
Yo i n  homes with 9 . 1 I 7 . 1 4 . 2  n . d .  
nadequate sewage 
Yo i n  overcrowded 34 . 8 1 30 .2  25 . 9 3 5 . 0  
lomes 

i 
Yo in squatter homes 30 . 5  32 . 1 30 . 9  25 . 1 
LABOR I 

n . a· 1 Yo that work I n . a .  n . d .  8 . 8  

% that on ly work n . a .  n . a .  n . d .  5 . 5  
% that neither work n o r  n . a .  n . a .  n . d .  1 8 . 6  
study 

1 Up until 6 years of age, this refers to facilities that provide daily care services, such as CEN-CINAI 
day-care centers, etc. 

2 Up until 6 years of age, this refers to play areas; after that age it refers to sports fields and multi­
activity areas. 

2 1  

1 1 , 428 
20 .3 [ 

I 
17 .9 1 

! 

I 
52 . 6  

85 . 9 1 
42 .6  

4 . 5  

22 . 5  

24 . 7  

4 .4  
. 

2 . 3  ! 
i 

35 . 9  i I 
I 

42 .81 
I 

24 .8 1 
20 .31 
32 .4 i 

i 



.d.: no data n.a.: not appl icable 

OURC E :  The Second Vice-Pres idency of the Republ ic .  Profi les of the Target Popu lat ion 
f the Nationa l  P lan  for Combat ing Poverty . Table developed based on  the Socia l  
Ivestment S u rvey carried out by M I DE PLAN in  1 992.  

The rig ht to educat ion of poor  young people d issi pates rap id ly .  One-fou rth of those 

nder 1 5  do  not attend educat iona l  centers .  Two-th i rds  of those who do  attend ,  d o  not 

�ceive incent ives o r  support i n  terms of scholarsh ips ,  food and transportatio n .  One-th ird 

re behind in the i r  education  because they have had to repeat g rades ,  left the educat ion 

ystem tem po rar i ly or  entered i t  at a l ater age. Retent ion i n  the educat iona l  system is  

Iwer for poor  young peop le under  1 5 ; more than ha l f  are excl uded . In  addi t ion ,  86% of 

lose who do attend do not rece ive addit ional  support, and 43% are beh ind  in the i r  

ducat ion o r  a re o lder  than the i r  peers . The right to recreation  and p lay can be examined 

y eva luat ing the existence of recreat iona l  i nsta l lat ions .  Though not suffic ient to i nsure th is 

ght ,  re lat ively safe areas where ch i l d ren  and young people can spend the i r  le isure t ime 

re necessary for ach iev ing th is  goa l .  Bearing i n  m ind these l im itations ,  i t  shou ld  be 

ointed out  that nearly 40% of  ch i l d ren s ix years o ld and younger do  not have ch i l d  p lay 

reas i n  the i r  com m u n it ies ; th is  wou ld  i ncrease fu lfi l lment of th is  right .  For ch i l d ren  over 

ix years of age ,  the existence of a recreationa l  i nfrastructure ,  genera l ly  sports a reas ,  

3c i l itates meet ing  th is  right .  However,  the prevalence of  soccer fie lds creates an  unequa l  

ituation  for g i rl s .  

Cons ider ing the concentratio n  of poverty i n  marg ina l  u rban  settlements that d o  not 

neet m in imum safety and hea lthy cond i t ions ,  the right to safe and hea lthy hous ing i s  least 

Iften met .  With regard to overa l l  urban poverty , Table 2 presents some ind icators of the 

;ituat ion of young peop le and ch i l d ren associated with th is  right .  The m ost com mon 

)roblems a re re lated to the  squatter status o f  certai n  households and overcrowd ing ,  which 
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iffect a th i rd of the ch i ld  popu lat ion .  Th is  is fo l lowed by prob lems i n  the general  cond i t ion 

)f  the household ,  which i n fluence 1 5% of ch i l d ren and young peop le .  San itat ion  

;ond it ions a re more often met g iven that  access to potable water, e lect ricity (not  appear ing 

n the tab le)  and adequate sewage are more genera l ized . I t  shou ld  be po i nted out that 

;ome poor u rban com m u n it ies tend  to be located in  a reas with a g reat deal of 

mvi ronmental  vu l nerab i l ity , and this serious ly affects the phys ica l  safety of the i r  

nhabitants . 

F i na l ly ,  the tab le prov ides i nformat ion on incorporat ion into the labor  market . 

\learly one-tenth of young peop le under  1 5 , and a fourth  of those over th is  age ,  a re 

3ctive ly em p loyed . A low proport ion of young people ( less than 5%)  tend to comb ine  work 

Nith study. For this reason , labor  does not appear to be affect ing  access to educati on . On 

:he contrary,  a h igh  percentage of poor young people neither work nor study .  Th is g roup  is 

3t g reater social risk ,  more l i kely to become i nvo lved with d rugs and come i nto confl i ct with 

:he crim ina l  law. 

2.  WHAT P R I N C I PLES S H O U L D  DEF I N E  POLI C I ES FOR ADDRESSI N G  POVE RTY? 

Com bat ing poverty m ust be part of an overa l l  strategy. I so lated pol ic ies and 

prog rams that are not comprehensive generate waste and meager resu lts . The genera l  

strategy des i red m ust recogn ize a series of  princ ip les that are defi ned be low. 

The first principle estab l ishes that socia l  po l icy i s  not  so le ly  respons ib le  for 

combat ing poverty . I n  o rder  for efforts to be effective , economic  po l i cy m ust encourage 

sustained financia l  g rowth and generate qua l ity , we l l-pay ing emp loyment .  Lack of job  

opportunit ies , h igh  unemployment and the  deteriorat ion o f  rea l  i nco m e  make it d ifficu l t  for 



ami l ies to cover the most bas ic needs of ch i l d ren and young peop le .  Th is  is  part icu larly 

rue for the high i nd iv idua l  expenses i ncu rred by study ,  which pressure young people and 

!ven ch i ld ren to seek ways to earn extra i ncome .  

The second principle a lso suggests that socia l  po l icy a lone is not respons ib le  for 

:ombat ing poverty; rather it i s  part of a framework made u p  of complementary un iversa l  

md selective soc ia l  po l ic ies . Socia l  po l icy cannot be based on a s ing le object ive as th is  

mpl ies abandon ing other unden iab le  goa ls  that i nvolve the partic i pat ion of other sectors of 

he popu lat ion . That is  to say ,  not on ly shou ld  po l ic ies be geared towards combat ing 

loverty , but a lso to avo id ing  i m poverishment .  Th is trans lates i nto investi ng i n  human 

esources i n  order  to promote i ntegrat ion  and socia l  mob i l ization  as wel l  as to generate 

:ompetit ive economic  advantages in a world that is i ncreas ing ly more g loba l . 

The third principle is based on the idea that combat ing poverty is  not on ly  the 

3tate's respons ib i l i ty . Civ i l  society a lso p lays a key ro le i n  th is  process . Bus iness and 

Norkers ' associat ions as we l l  as com m u n ity and non-governmental organ izat ions m ust 

lave concrete opportun it ies for contri but ing , from the perspective of the i r  part icu la r  

�nvironments . However, th i s  does not mean reject ing the  idea of  govern ment support so  

hat i t  cons ists on ly of  subs id ies  and transfers to  the  poor  wh i le  des ignat ing a l l  other  soc ia l  

5ervices to the private sector. The objective is not that the State withdraw i ts efforts , but  

'ather that these be com p lemented and un ited with the rest of society . The government 

5hould lead the way with actions  for combat ing poverty and serve as a cata lyst for other  

efforts . 

I n  order for th is  to be successfu l ,  act ion is  requ i red on  the part of those affected by 

poverty , not just the State and c iv i l  society . The poor are an  active popu lat ion , agents who 



�ct and react and  can he lp  e i ther foster the i r  soc ia l  i ntegrat ion o r  i n h i b i t  changes. Th is  last 

�spect must be addressed i nnovative ly by comprehens ive programs  that ,  i n  an  effort to 

ncrease the i r  i m pact ,  a lso seek to define the rights and respons ib i l i t ies of the target 

)opu lat ion . 

The fourth principle stems from the :dea that the causes of poverty rather  than its 

l1an ifestations  must be addressed . That is  to say that defi n ing  s u itable po l ic ies for 

:ombat ing poverty necess itates tak ing i nto account its causes . I n  soc ia l  po l icy ,  i gnoring  

:his concept leads  to  an  erroneous focus on the  consequences of  poverty , and thus ,  

:issistance p rograms are primar i ly  designed . However, expand ing  i n it i at ives and creat ing 

3qual opportun it ies specifica l l y  address the causes of poverty , v iew ing them i n  term s of the 

Inabi l ity to ach ieve fu l l  soc ia l  i ntegration . I n  terms of ch i ld ren ,  th is  imp l ies combat ing the 

inter-generat iona l  cycle of poverty . 

Th is  perspective i s  v is ib le  i n  u n iversa l  pol ic ies whose wide range of coverage 

produces fa r-reach ing  effects , reduces poverty and opens up the poss ib i l i ty of overcoming 

poverty . Th is  a l so ho lds true for com plementary selective po l ic ies .  I t  i s  i ncorrect to 

assume that  because a program is  un iversa l ,  the poor are guaranteed equa l  access in  

comparison wi th  the rest of  society . For exam ple ,  if the qua l ity of educat ion is  i ncreased i n  

pub l ic schoo ls ,  opportun it ies a re undou btedly created for ch i ld ren .  H owever, th i s  must 

also provide poor  ch i l d ren with ass istance i n  overcoming the privat ions that lead to 

academ ic fa i l u re .  I f  this is  not done ,  they wi l l  conti nue  to d rop out of school  and w i l l  not be 

able to take advantage of the opportun ity provided them.  Therefor�, not on ly  must 

opportunit ies be created , equa l  access to them must a lso be guara nteed .  
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Th us ,  com bat ing poverty i s  a long-term effort which i nvo lves erad icati ng the causes 

that generate and reproduce i t .  S ufficient t ime m ust be a l l owed for the i nvestment in 

human  capita l to mature and for the poor to be effect ively em powered by fosteri ng the i r  

participat ion . Th is  requ i res cont inued and last ing governmental efforts ,  rather  than 

iso lated act ions  address ing  s i tuat iona l  poverty . 

The fifth principle to be cons idered is that a strategy for com bat ing poverty m ust be 

based on incl ud i ng  the poor in th is  process.  Selective socia l  p rog rams m ust be des igned 

to  complement u n iversa l  ones and make it poss ib le for the poor to access the latter 

effect ive ly .  Poverty w i l l  not be reso lved by programs ,  genera l ly  lack ing i n  resources and  

low in  qua l ity , des igned o n ly for the poor .  I n  add it i on ,  many of  these programs a lso i nc lude 

perverse se lect ion  criter ia to prevent these i n it iatives from be ing fi l ter ing up  to the m idd le  

class . 

The sixth principle of a strategy for combat ing poverty m ust take i nto account  its 

hete rogeneous nature and therefore be based on comprehens ive i ntervent ions .  Th is  

approach goes beyond a s imple l i nking together of social and economic  polic ies .  It i s  not 

merely a quest ion  of i m proved i ncome i n  conjunct ion with rea l  access to goods and  

services provided by soc ia l  programs .  Comprehensive intervent ions a re a lso an 

imperat ive for soc ia l  po l icy itse lf. Th is  i mpl ies abandon ing iso lated act iv it ies by i nst i tut ions  

in  favor of  i nter- inst i tut io n a l ,  cross-sectora l ,  mu lt i-d iscip l i nary efforts .  These types of 

aggregate a ct ions tend to re i nforce and em power the effects of each ind iv idua l  endeavor .  

For  exam ple, h igh academic  performance requ i res a hea lthy and wel l -nourished student 

body, wh i l e  acqu i ri ng  good habits and knowledge he lps improve n utrit ion  and health . 

26 



The seventh principle for des ign i ng  a strategy to combat poverty shou ld  be based 

)n the heterogeneous nature of poverty and demand . Thus ,  it m ust i nvolve 

:omprehens ive i ntervent ions and mechan isms .  G iven the varying nature of poverty , the 

lumber of privat ions to be addressed and the s ingu lari t ies of socia l  programs ,  efforts to 

�stab l ish homogeneous prog rams and un i form select ion mechan isms for a l l  selective 

,ocia l  program s  must be abandoned. 

The eighth principle i m p l ies  recogn iz ing that poverty is  not so le ly an  i nd iv idua l  

)henomenon . Thus ,  com m u n ity i ntervent ions are needed. Poverty has a col lective 

:om ponent ,  wh ich requ i res that programs be geared towards the sociocu ltural and 

�conomic contexts of the poor. The loca l  and reg iona l  arenas demonstrate a g reat deal of 

)otent ia l  with regard to com prehens ive selective po l ic ies .  They make it poss ib le  to ident ify 

)overty , gear actions  towards address ing  its specif ic nature i n  a coord i nated manner  and 

)rovide an adequate offer of services.  In  add i t ion , th is  takes i nto cons ideration 

mvi ronmental  susta inab i l ity i n  programs wh ich w i l l  have an i m pact on  the i r  surround ings 

assistance in hous ing  and urban sett lements) as we l l  as those that i nd i rectly affect i t .  

The ninth principle underscores the unden iab le need for effic iency.  The fi nanc ia l  

esources ava i l able to society are obvious ly scarce. However ,  budget restr ict ions for 

;ocia l  programs may be part ia l ly overcome by increas ing productiv ity i n  the use of these 

·esources . Th is  abso lute ly requ i res that programs be effic ient and effective . 'rn th is  

·egard , not on ly  prog ram s ,  but a lso  the i r  i ntegrat ion or  coord inat i on ,  when app l icable , must 

)e wel l -des igned . Th is  a lso i m p l ies  i nnovative and efficient m anagement and cou ld  

nclude decentra l izat ion , d iverse forms of comm u n ity organ izat ion  and d ivers ifi cation of  

:Igencies i m p lement ing the projects . 
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To conclude th i s  ana lys i s ,  it shou ld  be pointed out that a strategy for combat ing 

lVerty needs to be cont i n u a l ly developed and redeveloped , as the character ist ics of 

lVerty are constant ly chang i ng .  Th is requ i res a system and cu l ture of mon itori ng  and 

ra luatio n .  I n  crder t o  assess t h e  fa i r  a n d  opti ma l  u s e  o f  resources , t h e  State must lend 

io rity to improving its eva l uat io n ,  fo l low-up  and regu lat ion of  the socia l  programs that it 

lp lements o r  fi nances . I n  add it ion , the programs m ust deve lop rel iab le  i nformat ior. 

'stems,  and eva luation systems must be strengthened . Moreover, mon itori ng the status 

poverty , the abil ity of the poor to access programs and the im pact of red istributing socia l 

lending m ust be incorporated into the i nst i tut iona l  structure .  

PRIORITI ES AND PROGRAMS G EARED TOWARDS POOR C H I LDREN 

Based on the  fo rego ing princ ip les ,  strategies for combat ing ch i ld  poverty m ust be 

�ared towards creat ing equa l  opportun it ies .  Comprehens ive support measures must be 

lp lemented for poor ch i l d ren  and young people in order to com pensate generous ly for 

�creased deve lopment o pportun it ies resu l t ing from the fam i ly ,  physica l  and  soc ia l  

wironments i n  which they g row up .  

These intervent ions  wi l l  have to  i nc lude concepts and pr iorit ies that vary accord ing  

the distinct characteristics of  the  target popu lat ion . One way of  i l l ustrat ing th is  point i s  

I dividing ch i ld ren i nto age groups accord ing to  the i r  part icu la r  i m po rtance and the 

lrious ages for bas ic socia l  services with regard to the i r  r ight to educatio n ,  hea lth and 

·otection .  The goa l  i s  a lso t o  define  groups i n  terms o f  the i r  degree o f  vu l nerab i l ity o r  

5k. Fo l l owing these procedures ,  i t  i s  poss ib le t o  d ist ingu ish n ine  groups that demand 

ffering i ntervent ions .  

28 



C h i l d ren  u nder two years of age - Priority is  p laced on comprehensive health 

:a re, i nc lud ing  in utero fetuses .  This ca re is based on mother-ch i ld  or  primary hea lth care 

Jr pregnant women , prov id ing  specia l ized serv ices i n  the b i rth  process ,  regu lat ing 

leve lopment and g rowth  and  offer ing comp lete and t imely immun izat ion as we l l  as 

Iromot ing access to mothers '  m i l k  and qua l ity water .  Primary care a lso helps ach ieve 

nore sanitary and heal thy com m u n it ies . 

C h i l d ren  from two to s ix years of age - Priority is g iven to com prehens ive day 

:are. Th is is based on reg u lat ing hea lt h ,  nutrit ion  and persona l  deve lopment .  Em phas is 

ihou ld  be p laced on act ions re lated to cogn it ive , emot iona l  and psychosocia l  

leve lopment ,  early sti m u lat ion and at least one year of preschool  education  for a l l  

:hi ldren .  

C h i l d ren  from seven to twelve years of  age - Emphasis is  p laced on access to 

md remai n i ng i n  qua l ity schools .  The focus is essent ia l ly on primary school  and 

ncl udes act ions that fac i l itate un iversa l  access to qua l ity schoo l s ,  with hea lthy 

mvironments , state-of-the-art techno logy as we l l  as com puter and m u lt imed ia  educat ion . 

n addit ion , i ncentives for stay ing i n  school  are stressed ; th is  encom passes comp lementary 

ood , scho larsh i ps ,  study m ateria l s ,  resource rooms ,  etc. Th is a lso inc ludes health 

;ervices i n  schoo l  and use of the school  for recreat ion programs during vacat ion .  

Adolescents from th i rteen to fifteen years of  age - The priority is  to substitute 

labor for education .  The focus cont i nues to be on primary and secondary schools and 

Includes act ions for reta i n i ng  students i n  the educat iona l  system or for attract ing them to i t .  

This imp l ies i n i t iat ing act iv it ies to make h igh-schoo l  educat ion more pert inent to l i fe and 

work. 
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You ng peop le  from s ixteen to eighteen years of age - Priority is  lent to 

lprov ing and  expa n d i ng opportun it ies for enteri ng the labor market. Th is  is a m u lt i­

ceted focus that incl udes programs to encourage education ,  and , whenever poss ib le ,  

)en  up  a wide range of job-tra i n i ng  poss ib i l i t ies . I t  a lso encom passes act ions i n  the 

eas of mental and reproduct ive hea lth and major efforts in recreation , counse l i ng ,  

Jv is ing and organ iz ing youths .  

C h i l d ren and young peop le  at soc ia l  r isk  - Em phasis i s  p laced on protection 

ld address i ng the i r  most v u l nerab le  areas . Th is  i nvolves comprehens ive support 

�rvices for abandonment ,  m istreatment and abuse,  with efforts to re insert th is  group  into 

)mmun it ies and homes and p rovide them access to basic health and educat iona l  

�rvices without segregating the m .  I t  a lso imp l ies specia l ized attent ion for street ch i l d ren 

,d ch i ld  labor .  

Young people  in confl ict with the crim i nal  law -The prio rity is  to reform j uven i le  

fenders .  Th is  im p l ies  prevention  effo rts and provid ing them with comprehens ive care .  

hey are separated from the  p rev ious g roup even though there may be some part ia l  

lerlap .  Th is is  done so as not to prejud ice a l l  young peop le at  socia l  r isk. 

Households with h igh v u l nera b i l ity - The focus is  on  assistance to homes 

eaded by women, which are more vu lnerable as are the ch i l d ren l iving in these homes.  

he goal  i s  to provide comprehens ive s upport that  faci l itates incorporat ing the head of 

Jusehold i nto the labor market and  improving her income.  Th is  support must a l low for 

1d be condi t ioned towards meet ing with the rights of her ch i l d ren .  
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Margi na l  com m u n ities - Pr iority is g iven to com prehens ive care by means of 

nterventions inc lud ing  com m u n ity part ic ipat ion encompassing various sectors and 

nstitutions . G iven that these com m u n it ies have s ign ificant concentrations of poverty , 

;h i ldren and  young people l iv i ng  there face greater d ifficu l t ies with regard to rights 

;ompl iance .  The i r  active part ic ipat ion is  needed in addit ion to the rest of the com m u n ity i n  

jefi n ing pr iori t ies for th i3  i ntervent i on .  

t FI NAL C O N S I D E RATIONS 

Poverty is  a m u lt i -faceted phenomenon and , as  such , req u i res comprehens ive and  

;om plex i nterventions .  Add ress ing the  reasons why i t  is reproduced means  viewi ng 

:h i ldren as the central focus of strategies for the long-term eradicat ion of this terri b le 

;courge.  For  th is reason ,  there i s  a need to guarantee effect ive fu lfi l lment of ch i ld rights . 

)nce th is  has been ach ieved , the condi t ions wi l l  be in  p lace for defi n it ively overcoming 

)overty . 
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1 .  ADOLESCE NTS I N  COSTA RI CA D U RI N G  TH E P E RI O D  OF  ECO N O M IC 

ADJ U STM ENT 

The  economic  boom that Costa R ica had been experienc ing i n  prev ious decades 

came to an  end i n  the 1 970s ,  and the country entered a phase of economic  stagn at io n .  

Th is reflected the "exhausted" techno log ica l/productive, fi nancia l  and  soc ia l  aspects o f  the 

previous deve lopment m ode l . 

Overcom ing  the cris is  trans lated i nto structural transfo rmat ions that opened the 

way to a new consumpt ion m ode l  essent ia l ly  encom pass ing i nternat iona l  t rends  towards 

market deregu lat i o n ,  reducti on  of State respons ib i l ity for socia l  deve lopment and m a king 

labor re lations  m o re flex ib le .  

The period  of  economic  cris is  ( 1 979- 1 982) and  the  ensu ing  structura l  adjustment 

pol icies ( 1 982- 1 996) have caused cons iderab le changes i n  the l iv ing cond i t ions of the 

Costa Rican popu lat i on ,  as we l l  as in the po l icies and values that shape their l ives . 
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1dividua l i sm , com petit i on , desperat ion and v io lence have appeared i n  m u lt ip le  forms and 

lcreas ing ly tend to defi n e  the new socia l  fabr ic .  

In u rban areas ,  th is  process is  c learly man i fested i n  an accelerated process of 

I rban segregat io n3 with a specif ic effect on lower- income socia l  g roups .  Adolescents 

epresent one of the m ost n u merous segments4 of this popu lat ion sector. Thus ,  they have 

)een more affected by these changes . This has spu rred increas ing socia l , po l it ica l  and 

Icademic in terest i n  study ing how these changes affect adolescents and i n  d iscoveri ng 

vhat act ions shou ld  be taken to red uce the most harmfu l  effects .  Over the last few years ,  

his interest h a s  been com plemented b y  i ncreased ado lescent part ic i pation  and v is ib i l ity as 

I specific soc ia l  categorl in the current context of g loba l izat ion and socia l  excl us ion .  

The goa l  o f  th is  a rt ic le i s  t o  provide certa i n  ideas that m ight  contri bute to 

'recogn iz ing"  and  "tru ly understand ing"  6 one of the various subgroups of th is  socia l  

�atego ry - ado lescents who l ive i n  the poorest ne ighborhoods i n  Costa Rica.  

U rban seg regation is  the phys ica l  expression of economic ,  socia l ,  pol it ical and cu ltu ra l  ineq ua l it ies 
�enerated by the cap ita l is t  system.  Th is phenomenon is determined by factors such as estab l ished 
j rban land va lue (fam i l ies a re ab le to access u rban land depend ing on their  economic capacity or 
ncome leve l ) , the reprod uction patterns  of g rou ps and social classes beg inning with the i r  
ncorporation into the prod uction structu re , confl ict among var ious grou ps and soc ia l  c lasses ,  the 
�ontent and scope of governmental po l icies for u rban areas and the cultura l  aspects that define and 
3ffect the identity of each g ro u p  or social  c lass .  For a more detai led analysis of these aspects , see 
Mora and Solano ,  1 99 3 :  25-27 .  

I Cf  the  artic le in  th is  book  by  Juan D iego Trejos, " Pol ic ies that Address Poverty in  U rban 
Commun it ies . "  

5 Before the e ig ht ies ,  adolescents were seldom taken into consideration a s  a social  g rou p .  When 
they were taken into account, these reflection s  concentrated on reproductive health , education and 
labor. More recently , stud ies and reflection s  on this population sector havE lead to its recogn it ion 
as a specific socia l  category that p lays a key ro le in new sociocu ltu ra l  processes. � 

6 This recogn ition has recently beg un .  However, there are negative stereotypes promoted by some 
sectors of the popu lation aga inst adolescents in add ition to those of communication media and state 
institutions .  Th us ,  i t  is ever more urgent to break with schema and prejud ices in th is  area and make 
academic and civ i l  com mitments to recognize adolescents and their rights, as per recent Un ited 
Nations proposa ls .  
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2.  TH E C ITY A N D  N EI G H BORHOOD:  

A S I G N  O F  THE TIMES 

The deve lopment of the major  u rban centers in  Costa Rica, begi n n i ng part icu larly 

i n  the 1 950s ,  was the resu lt of economic ,  socia l  and pol i t ical transfo rm at ions that y ie lded a 

new model  of capi ta l ist consumpt ion . Some of the reasuns beh i n d  the fo rm at ion of a 

n at iona l  urban system are increases i n  industria l  and commerc ia l  activit ies , u rban 

popu lation g rowth as a resu lt of  country-city m igrat ion and natura l  popu lat ion g rowth as 

we l l  as the appearance and conso l idat ion of a vast i nfrastructu re and pub l i c-service 

network. The nat iona l  u rban system is com posed not on ly of the capita l city of San  Jose ,  

but  a lso of the c i t ies  of Alajue la ,  Hered ia  and Cartago .  The coastal c it ies of  L im6n and 

Puntarenas are i nterconnected wi th  th is  group  (Valverde ,  1 989 :  1 1 9- 1 20) .  

For a m ajor  proport ion of the popu lat ion , th is  process of economic  g rowth ,  

urban ization  and  t he  construct ion o f  t he  Costa Rican welfa re state over t he  last th ree 

decades have n ot iceably improved l iv ing condi t ions .  Th is  has been reflected i n  an 

i ncrease i n  rea l  i ncome and access to bas ic services such as hea lth , education , hous ing , 

transport,  pota b le  water, e lectricity , etc. For another sector of the popu lat ion , th i s  process 

did not imp ly  an  i m provement i n  l iv ing condi t ions .  The status of th is  poor popu lat i on  sector 

spu rred aggress ive governmental i ntervent ion i n  the early 1 970s . Th is  exp la ins  the 

creat ion of the Jo i nt Socia l  Assistance I nstitute ( I MAS) and the Fund fo r Socia l  

Deve lopment  and  Fam i ly Al locations (FODESAF) as we l l  as the strengthen ing of other 

socia l  progra m s .  

I n  sp ite o f  t h e  existence o f  these poor persons ,  the major  u rban centers i n  Costa 

Rica were st i l l  cons idered fa i rly safe for the average cit izen .  Po l l ut ion leve ls  were not 

a larm ing ;  t raffic j ams  were rare ly seen .  Poor ne ighborhoods were bas ica l ly  secu re areas 
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r fam i l ies and ,  i n  particu lar ,  for ch i ld ren and adolescents , who for lack of recreation  a reas 

,d cultura l  opportu n it ies ,  made the street the i r  favorite meet ing  p lace and d ivers ion  a rea .  

ther  urban centers were not very m uch d ifferent ;  adu lts moved from one pl ace to another 

i th a certa in  sense of be long i ng/ident i ty and security . 

As a resu lt of the economic  cris is  and the i n it i3t ion of the structural adjustment 

·ocess , the socia l -urban scene changed . The fi rst evidence of th is  transformat ion 'Nas 

Ie fo rmat ion of nu merous com m ittees to pet i t ion for hous ing as we l l  as demonstrat ions of  

l ousands of  workers protesti ng the h igh cost of  l iv ing and the deterio ration  of  the i r  wages.  

I addit ion to these act iv i t ies , other cit izens as we l l  as pub l ic offic ia ls  began to protest 

Jdget cuts in certa i n  socia l  p rograms (hea lth , educatio n ,  hous i ng ) . 7 

From then forward , poverty ,  i nforma l  labor, socia l  excl us ion  and urban v io lence 

! Iated to the cris is  began to be the s ign  of the new era and socia l  scene that the e merg ing  

j o lescent popu lat ion wou ld  have to face years later . 

. TH E U RBAN FAC E O F  ECONOMIC  ADJ U STMENT 

The economic  adj ustment  process that fo l lowed the cris i s  was suggested by the 

roups i n  power as the way to re i nsert Costa Rica i nto the i nternat iona l  cap ita l i st economy .  

a r  from d i m in ish ing the  above-ment ioned trends (poverty,  soc ia l  excl us ion ,  etc . ) ,  i t  

Icreased the m .  

To date ,  there are n u merous stud ies that consistently demonstrate that l iv ing cond itions 
eteriorated d u ring  those years for a wide sector of  the Costa Rican popu lat ion and that social  
rog rams decreased i n  qua l i ty as a resu lt of inflat ion and cutbacks i n  socia l  i nvestment .  
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With in  the framework of th is  economic  adjustment process ,  u rban a reas underwent 

najor mod ificat ions .  The changes ment ioned be low are of particu la r  i nterest i n  the context 

I f th is study .  

:xpansion of the informal sector i n  the u rban labor market 

Th is process is  the resu lt of a com binat ion of factors .  F i rst , the  econom ic  cris i s  a t  

1e beg i nn i ng of  the  1 980s left hundreds of  workers unem pioyed , thus  o b l ig i ng  them to 

lenerate the i r  own i ncom e  in the informa l  labor  sector. Second ,  the deterio ratio n  of the 

,a lary leve ls  of many workers forced them to seek addi t iona l  work i n  order to supp lement 

1e i r  income .  Th i rd ,  the structura l  adj ustment po l icies led to a trend towards cuts i n  pub l i c  

!mp loyment ( " l abor  mob i l i ty" )  and what is  known as creating f lex ib i l ity i n  labor  re l at ions . 8 

loth of these phenomena foster what cou ld  be c lass ified as precarious insert io n  i nto the 

:lbor market i n  the sense that it i s  unstab le and not i nst itut iona l ly  regu lated . 9 The latter is  

:haracterist ic of what is  known as the informa l  sector . 1 0  Some authors have po i nted out 

hat se lf-emp loyed workers a re most represented i n  the informa l  sector. I n  the e ight ies , 

he growth index for th is  occupationa l  g roup  was cons istently h igher  i n  com parison  with 

vage earners ,  emp loyers and fam i ly members with no i ncome.  As stated by J u a n  Diego 

-rejos ,  approx imately 59 , 000 persons worked in  the i nforma l  sector i n  the m etropo l i tan 

Irea during the e ight ies . Th is  represents nearly 22% of tota l emp loyment i n  the San J ose 

/letropol i tan Area ( Mora and So lano ,  1 993 :44) . 

Cf Jose Manue l  Valverde ,  " F lex ib i l izaci6n de las relaciones laborales: tendencias y perspectivas . "  
)ctober 1 994. 

For information on  precariousness of employment ,  see Juan Pablo Perez i n  Respuestas 
;iienciosas, pro/etarizacion urbana y reproduccion de /a fuerza de trabajo en America Latina, 
:ditoria l  Nueva Sociedad ,  1 989 .  

o Given that i t  fa l l s  outs ide of the scope of  th is  work, d iscussion has  been omitted on the perti nence 
)f speaking of creatin g  labor flexib i l ity rather than of the informal sector i n  the context of adjustment 
)ol ic ies. 
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�eduction of rea l wages 

In accordance with the new consumpt ion mode l ,  the cris is  resu lted in a trend 

owards decreas ing the va lue of  the labor force . Th i s ,  i n  conjunct ion with the 

Jnem ployment and u ndere m ployment of the labor force and i ts  increased flexi b i l i ty , 

:rans lated i nto a n  i ncrease i n  the poor u rban popu lat ion .  I r l  1 970 ,  1 980 and 1 986 ,  the 

)ercentage of poor  homes was 1 5% , 1 6% and 21 % respect ively (Cespedes and J i menez,  

1 995 :  1 1 3) .  

I ncrease i n  the n u m ber o f  fam i l ies i n  u rban squatter sett lements 

Towards the end of the 1 970s ,  a land i nvasion process began i n  Costa R ica , 

)rimari ly  i n  the cit ies of San  Jose ,  Puntarenas and L im6n . I n it i a l l y ,  leftist g roups s u pported 

:hese invas ions ( 1 976- 1 986 ) .  Later, t h i s  was true for leaders o f  the  po l i t ica l  party 

Liberaci6n Nacional ( 1 982- 1 990) . I n  accordance with a study carried out by the M i n istry of 

Housing and H u man Sett lements (M IVAH , 1 99 1 ) ,  there are approx im ately 1 68 new u rban 

squatter sett lements 1 1  i n  the G reater Metropo l itan Area (GMA) . I n  add i t ion to the 

privations ment ioned , the vast majority of these squatter sett lements is  prone to flood ing 

and l ands l ides .  There a re a lso h igh levels of  overcrowd ing with i n  the sett lements and  i n  

housi ng u n its . M o reover, fam i ly and ne ighborhood v io lence is  very prevalent .  Th is  is  a 

" I n  th is case, th is  concept inc l udes the social and legal  condit ions of the g roups of fam i l ies that 
occupy the land .  In genera l ,  these settlements are " i l legal ly" occup ied .  Houses are made from 
waste or poor-q ua l i ty materia ls .  There is no infrastructure (systems for e l im inat ing waste a n d  ra i n  
water, s idewa lks ,  pub l i c  roads ,  pub l ic  l ighti ng ,  etc . ) ;  nor are there basic services (water, e lectric ity ,  
health , educat ion ,  recreation areas,  etc. ) 
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lsult of the mora l , psycho log ica l  and socia l  deterio ration  i n  which many fam i l ies  1 2  are 

Irced to l ive as wel l  as of the government po l ic ies promot ing socia l  d is i ntegratio n . 1 3  

eterioration of u rban infrastructure and bas ic services 

The s i tuat ion descr ibed a bove was even more aggravated as a resu l t  of two 

Indamental  factors . One was the reduction  in pub l i c  spend ing in socia l  po l ic ies and 

rograms for lower- income fa m i l ies .  Th is  type of govern menta l intervent ion , character ist ic 

f the previous cons u m pt ion mode l ,  was abandoned fo r several years . This represented a 

l ift from socia l  hous ing to hous ing so lut ions and from u rban areas com plete with a l l  bas ic  

�rvices to p laci ng  fam i l ies on  land unsu itab le fo r res ident ia l  purposes and lack ing i n  

�rvices and i nfrastructure .  U n iversa l  po l icies were rep laced with what are today known 

s socia l  com pensat ion programs .  These programs c learly do not m anage to sat isfy the 

l ost basic needs of poor u rban fam i l ies .  

In  addit ion ,  the M in i st ry of Hous ing and H u m an Sett lements (M IVAH) , formed i n  

9 7 9 ,  took over capacit ies and leadersh ip  act iv it ies i n  hous ing a n d  u rban deve lopment that 

'ere previous ly ass igned to the Nat iona l  I nst itute of Hous ing and U rban Works ( I NVU ) .  

rom then forward , M IVAH began t o  i ntervene i n  defi n i ng po l icies a n d  actions accord ing  to 

, 
On Wednesday , October 9 ,  a te lev is ion program ca l led Testigo Oirecto featu red a woman from 

Ie Los P i nos ne ighborhood located on  the F inca La Verbena .  She described her  situation ,  stati ng 
lat, "There we l ive worse than  as if we were an imals .  At  every tu rn ,  there is  poverty ,  it i s  a 
isg race , ch i ldren a re d i rty . . .  My teenage daug hters are a lways asking me 'Mommy ,  when are we 
oing to leave here? '  . . . 1 hope to God that we wi l l  leave th is  p lace soon . "  

I For more information on  t he  fractu red state pol ic ies i n  these sett lements, see  Valverde ,  Jose; 
rejos, Maria Eugen ia  and Mora ,  M i nor ,  I nteg rac ion socia l  0 disolucion sociocu ltura l ,  el n u evo 
)stro de la pol it ica soc ia l ,  Ed itoria l  Porvenir ,  San Jose, 1 993 .  

3 9  



::rite r ia that were more po l i t ica l  (e lectora l )  than techn ical . The resu lt was com pletely 

::haot ic urban deve lopment ,  with no  control or  regu lat ion . 1 4  

The advent o f  t h e  adjustment po l ic ies meant even further abandonment o f  I NVU 's  

Nark in  u rban p lann ing  and deve lopment .  I n  sp ite of  certa i n  pr ivat ions ,  there was , a t  the  

same ti me ,  accelerated g rowth i n  u rban areas i n  com mercia l  and  res ident ia l  i nsta l l at ions 

not based on  any  p lan . Th is  is  perhaps one of  the princ ipa l  prob lems p lagu ing the cu rrent 

u rban  mode l .  To a fa i r  extent ,  it exp la ins  part of the d i fficu lt ies Costa Ricans ,  ado lescents 

in particu la r , face . 

I ncreased v io lence1 5  

Several facto rs contri bute t o  t h i s  s i tuation .  The fi rst is  that t h e  new consum pt ion 

mode l  prop i t iates treat ing h u m a n  beings as objects (objectif icat ion)  that  can be 

man ipu lated regard less of the means emp loyed . Essent ia l ly ,  i t  means obta in i ng  m ax i m u m  

yie lds from them i n  terms o f  product ion , i . e . , obta in  profi t .  The " labor  cu l ture" becomes the 

h ighest va lue that can be reached , even though in  pract ice,  th is  means sacrific ing free t ime 

1 4  Surely t he  i nst itut ion that has caused the  most damage to  recent u rban development  i n  th is  
framework has been the Specia l  Hous ing  Commission (CEV) , wh ich was created du ring  the Arias 
Sanchez ad min istrat ion ( 1 986- 1 990) .  

1 5  I n  th is  context, v io lence refers to  a certa in  type of  socia l  confl ict or a means  of  express ing social  
confl ict that emphasizes socioeconomic aspects and the i r  psycholog ical  and social effects on 
g roups and  i nd iv idua ls .  Th is mean s  that  v io lence cannot be ana lyzed outside of the socia l  and  
pol it ical context i n  wh ich  it takes p lace because th is  context is  dou btlessly one of  its determ in i ng  
factors. 
U rban v io lence is  the resu lt of the cont in ued physical seg regation of a popu lat ion seg ment .  Th is  
concept i ncludes not on ly phys ica l  v io lence, but a lso many other  forms such as verba l ,  
psychological  and social i n  these ne igh borhoods as a resu l t  o f  i nhuman  l i v i ng  cond it ions  (d rug 
add iction ,  crime ,  ch i ld  abuse ,  etc . )  
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md any poss i b i l ity of fam i ly and soc ia l  recreat io n . 1 6  

I n  add i t ion to  these aspects , re lat ionsh ips are becoming more impersona l  and less 

luman as a resu l t  of the cu rrent s i tuat ion and an ideology (neo l i bera l )  that tends to 

nterfere with fee l i ngs of so l idarity and soc ia l  coexistence .  The spectacle o r  enterta inment 

hat com mun icat ion med ia  make of events as bloody as the G u lf War or the arbitrary 

jetention of ado lescents with i n  the capi ta l  city a re also sym ptoms of this process . 

Second , as  socia l  i ntegration  decreases and the socia l  fabr ic d isappears ,  v io lence 

s fostered over any other  form of re lat ionsh ip .  U rban po l icy app l ied d u ring the adj ustment  

Jeriod has contri buted g reatly to th is .  I t  is  suffic ient to cite the case of  one inst i tut ion , the 

S pecia l  Hous ing  C o m m iss io n ,  which expressly designed separatist strateg ies for 

::om mun ity organ izat ion as we l l  as among organ izat ions of d ifferent com m u n it ies or  

squatter sett lements ( Ct. Valverde et  a i ,  1 993) . 

Th i rd ,  the deterio rat ion of l iv ing condit ions and the reduct ion i n  socia l  i nvestment in  

lower- income sectors led to h igh ly  deterio rated u rban areas i n  both soc ia l  and 

envi ronmenta l  terms .  In  add i t i on ,  these factors produced a type of gap between soc ia l  and 

economic expectat ions  generated by the g loba l izat ion process and the rea l  poss ib i l it ies 

some sectors of the popu lat ion have of fu lfi l l i ng  these expectat ions .  One of  the 

consequences of th is  gap  has been the spread of  urban v io lence,  and one of  the major  

victims is  lower- income ado lescents res id i ng i n  marg ina l  u rban ne igh borhoods .  

1 6  The Japanese productive model is p robably the best example of th is  " labor culture . "  I n  turn ,  th is 
is surely the most representative case of how human  beings are sacrificed for consumerism and 
capita l ist ga in .  For more info rmation  on  th is subject, see Maria Eugen ia  Trejos , 'La energ ia vita l ,  
toda Ie queda a l  patron" ,  Aportes a l  debate No. 1 ,  Hered ia ,  1 992 
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The fo l lowing sect ion  i nc ludes m ateria l  from i nterviews with ado lescents i n  

larg ina l  ne igh borhoods i n  San  Jose . The i r  comments i l l ustrate the trends we have been 

)(am in i ng . 1 7  

THE CITY A N D  N E IG H BORHOOD AS SOC IAL R ISK FACTORS 

In past decades ,  streets , soccer fie lds and vacant lots were im portant sp<lces for 

Ie da i l y  socia l izat ion of ch i l d ren and  ado lescents. I n  those t imes ,  the ne igh borhood had 

5 own identity that gave its i nhab itants a sense of be long ing and security , i n  spite of the 

reva i l i ng poverty of many of them . 

The economic  cris is  and ensu ing  adjustment process have created ne ighborhoods 

nd c i t ies very d i fferent from the s i tuat ion descri bed above . Today,  these areas have 

ecome extremely im person a l ,  unsafe and devoid of ident ity . Everyday cit izens cu rrent ly 

o ld very d ifferent op in ions  now, regard less of age or sex. The resu lts of i nterviews held 

l i th ado lescents between 1 3  and 1 9 , res id ing i n  marg ina l  u rban ne ighborhoods ,  were of 

erious concern with regard to the phenomenon we have been describ ing . 

. 1 Perception of the neighborhood and poverty 

Al l  of the ado lescents i nterviewed stated that the ne igh borhood i n  which they l ive is  

at  a safe or  p leasant  a rea . It was com monly associated with materia l  privat ions , d rugs 

For pu rposes of th is art ic le ,  e ight  in terviews were held wi th male and female adolescents l iv ing i n  
1arg ina l  u rban ne igh borhoods .  The i r  statements are a testimony of  how they l ive and the 
erceptions they have of the ne igh borhood and the city ,  with in  the framework of adju stment 
oO i ic ies. 
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\d v io lence.  Whe n  asked the i r  op in ion  about the i r  ne igh borhoods ,  the fo l l owing 

sponses were g ive n .  

It's the worst . . .  a lot o f  people sell crack. (Victoria) 

My neighborhood is sort of middle-class; but there are a lot of problems; there are a 

t of drug addicts; not everybody goes to school; most people, like 70%, work. (Marisol 

�avarrja) . 

Well, my neighborhood can be very dangerous and it can also be very safe if, let 's 

W, if you know who causes the problems, you sometimes feel safer. But, sometimes 

nce you don 't do anything, then they think that everybody is the same. This happened to 

e yesterday, when you get too trusting, and they almost broke into my house and robbed 

(Grettel Alfaro) 

Other  ado lescents e m phas ized the lack of recreat ion and sports a reas .  This is 

3en as a factor  that encourages ado lescents to turn to d rugs or  crim ina l  activ it ies , 

ecause they have noth ing  with which to occupy the ir  t i me .  

In my neighborhood there are very few recreation areas for young people and they 

a ve to search for other places. Well, we go to the pool hall around here. There is a 

Deeer field and a basketball court in very bad condition. There are no recreation areas for 

ids or teenagers. (Roberto Pacheco) 

Adolescents were asked which factors generate the prob lems present i n  the i r  

eighborhoods .  They ment ioned the d ifficu lt economic s ituat ion and lack of e m ployment .  
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More than anything it is because of economic needs, because of unemployment, 

'hich is the most important factor, I think, because if people don 't work, or don 't have 

nything to dc, with their time, they turn to drugs, and that 's a real mess. (Marvin Alvarado) 

I think that it is due to the economy, to how hard life is. Maybe children or adults 

re looking for a way ouL that is, how hard it is and they think that they can 't do anything 

nd look for a way out in drugs. (Roberto Pacheco) 

Two ado lescents po i nted out that the fact that ch i ld ren and ado lescents a re 

l istreated by the i r  own fam i l ies is  h i gh ly re lated to the i r  l iv ing  condit ions .  

In general, a lot of kids are addicted to drugs and maybe that 's because of how 

Jey were treated when they were little . They suffered a lot of mistreatment, abuse and 

ther things. They are kids who grow up with this that they were mistreated when they 

fere small. Maybe they were even sexually abused or abandoned or maybe when it got 

ark they were children who got thrown out of the house and they had no place to go. 

"?ebeca) 

The i r  comments co inc ide with what certa i n  stud ies have a l ready estab l ished about 

treet ch i l d re n .  For  them , t h e  street becomes a comparative ly "safer" area ,  o r  a t  least a 

, lace where they can take refuge from be ing cont i nua l l y  physica l l y  o r  psycho log ica l ly  

lbused . However ,  the street is  beco m i ng less and less safe for ado lescents . 

The prob lems ment ioned o bv ious ly affect ado lescents i n  many ways ,  m ak ing the i r  

le ighborhoods unsafe p laces that  are a cont i nua l  threat to physical  hea l th as we l l  as the i r  



iycho log ica l  and  mora l  we l l be ing . Ado lescents were asked how prob lems i n  the 

� ighborhood affect them ; some of these responses appear below. 

For kids, who you hang out with has a lot of influence. Young people do things that 

aybe they don 't want to do, but maybe they have bad friends. (Victoria) 

Yeah sure, let me tell you, one day somebody took my watch. I 've had my shoes 

olen in this neighborhood. A t  night, you see a lot of young people at houses asking for 

oney, saying it 's for food and that there isn 't much money at home. But you know 

�rfectly well that  it 's for drugs. (Roberto Pacheco) 

Yes, of course, I have lived here since I was little and it hurts to constantly be 

�eing it. There they don 't hide it anymore, you see them taking drugs everywhere. My 

"others and sisters and friends are watching all of that. (Grettel Alfaro) 

I n  genera l ,  as can been seen from these test imon ies ,  the image that ado lescents 

we of the i r  ne ighborhoods is  qu ite negat ive . References to poverty , lack of 

:>portun it ies , d ru g  add ict ion  and insecurity are constant .  

. 2  There is a lot of crime in San Jose and it is not a safe place 

Perceptions  of the c i ty of San J ose were not s ign ificant ly d ifferent than those of 

l e i r  own ne igh borhoods .  In th is  case , add i t iona l  prob lems such as po l l ut ion ,  

)verpopu lat i on , "  v io lence and others were cited . 
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What I don 't like is that  there is so much pollution, cars and all that. This puts us in 

7reat deal of danger. I don 't like that  there are places with a lot of prostitution, even 

ring the day. (Victoria) 

The city of San Jose is extremely overpopulated and there is a lot of crime. 

oberlo Pacheco) 

Well, I don 't go too much to the city anymore because it scares me. I used to go a 

because my mother has a small restaurant and I used to buy things for her, but now 

e sends my brother because I get so nervous. Now there is a lot of crime, so I 'm scared 

go out. Now you go with just what you need to buy and you get back home fast. (Grettel 

'ara) 

First of all, I think that a lot of kids work; also there are a lot of thieves in San Jose; 

�re are a lot of corrupt people in San Jose, and little girls and boys get attacked 

eryday. Young girls prostituting themselves is a big problem. Then there is the other 

Ie of the coin, which are the pickpockets, as they are called in San Jose. Sometimes, 

� police take bribes. There are also a bunch of other problems: the smoke from buses 

'ects your lungs and the ozone layer. There are also a lot of bars in San Jose and four 

five fights in ever; bar, drunks lying around. This is also a big problem. (Minor 

varado) 

The chapulines, the name po l ice g ive to mem bers of gangs of j uven i le  de l i nquents ,  

e seen by the ado lescents as another factor that threatens the i r  own safety and one of 

e main  reasons why they no  l onger "hang out" i n  the city . 
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Some of those i nterviewed ment ioned that i n  the past they used to go for wa lks i n  

the P laza de la  C u ltu ra ,  l a  P laza de la  Democracia or t he  Parque Morazan ,  bu t  that now it 

is im poss ib le  to do that, because the po l i ce stop them , a l leg ing  that they are chapulines. 

As was the case with the i r  ne ighborhoods ,  ado lescents have a very negative 

perception  of the city of  San Jose ,  based on their da i ly experiences .  Cri m e ,  d rugs ,  

prostitut i on , robberies , the po l ice and "overpopulat ion"  are some of the r isk  factors that the 

ado lescents ment ioned . 

The forego ing  m a kes it poss ib le  to conclude that ,  for these ado lescents , the 

neighborhood and the c i ty are no  longer socia l izat ion areas that contr i bute posi t ive ly to 

the ir  physical and psycho log ica l  deve lopment .  On the contra ry ,  these areas have become 

high-risk zones that aggravate the prob lems these adolescents face . 

4.3 Solut ions to the prob lems of ne igh borhoods and the c ity 

I n  genera l ,  the so lut ions envisaged by the adolescents are very m uch i n  keep ing 

with the specifi c  prob lems ana lyzed . I n  no case was an op in ion  expressed aga inst the 

pol i t ical o r  econom ic  system or  any cu rrent po l ic ies .  In fact , these prob lems were not 

v isua l ized as products of a system that segregates them and associates them with 

poverty; nor are any social  g roups o r  c lasses recogn ized as the cause of th is s i tuat io n .  I n  

th is sense ,  i t  s h o u ld b e  po i nted out  that the i r  " level of awareness" i s  strong ly  infl uenced by 

their da i ly  experience and m ost press ing issues.  

Job  sources ,  recreat ion  areas ,  po l i ce protect ion and tra i n i ng are some of the th ings 

these ado lescents demand i n  o rder  to reso lve the ir  most u rgent problems .  
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Well, beginning with my neighborhood, I would suggest more recreation areas 

�cause then adults and young people would have a place for recreation. If they don 't 

we anything to do what they are going to do is get involved in drugs or see what they 

m do to get some money. On the other hand, if you have your mind occupied with some 

"oject, some park or something like that, then you 're going to forget that there are drugs 

7d what you would do is have fun, and have things on your mind other than drugs, or 

uff like that. This could also happen in San Jose. 

Maybe give more work and more opportunities to young people, also give more 

aining ' "  more work to spend more time developing as a young person. (Grettel Alfaro) 

First of all, the issue with the police has to be resolved. In our neighborhood, 

lere 's a problem with this. Where I live there is a guard station, but if something happens 

I you, if you get attacked, you call the police, but they don 't come. It is difficult to get 

lem to arrive. They tell you "yes, we are sending the patrol car in a little while. " But, two 

r three hours go by and you could get killed and killed a second time and no patrol car 

'ould appear. (Rebeca) 

. CONCLUSIONS 

The i nterv iews carr ied out  make i t  poss ib le  to  see that recent u rban deve lopment i n  

:osta R ica is  characterized b y  h i gh  levels o f  deteriorat io n .  F o r  ado lescents , the 

e ighborhood and c i ty have become i ncreas ing ly  i m portant risk  factors .  These areas are 

iewed as p laces that pose everyday dangers i n  terms of the i r  physica l  health as we l l  as 

1e i r  psycho log ica l  and socia l  wel l be i ng . 
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Other  prob lems a re u nderscored , inc lud ing  drug add ict i on ,  robberies , a lack of 

employment and recreat ion  areas , ch i ld  prostitut ion and adu lt v io lence aga inst ch i l d ren 

and adolescents .  The po l ice frequent ly contri bute to th is  set of factors th reaten ing  

adolescents .  

Obvious ly , these prob lems must be seen as part of the aspects that characterize 

poverty in marg ina l  u rban a reas and as another one of the many forms of the socia l  

confl ict generated by  a system of  unequa l  opportun it ies . 

There are three factors to cons ider .  The fi rst is  structura l  poverty , accentuated by 

the cris is  and adjustment po l ic ies .  The second is u rban po l icy that encourages or 

perpetuates the creat ion of sett lements where there is a lack of i nfrastructu re and 

m in imum services ,  and soc ia l  and fam i l y  d i s integration is preva lent .  The th i rd factor  is  the 

violence generated by a model that fa i l s  to focus on caring for the we l l be ing  of futu re 

generations .  

Recogn iz ing the r ights of  th is  sector of  the  populat ion w i l l  undoubted ly address 

some of the prob lems ana lyzed i n  this a rt ic le .  The neighborhood and the city m ust once 

aga in be cons idered safe p laces ;  adolescents are entit led to th i s .  
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Rights 

CH I LD-ADOLESCENT LABOR A N D  THE RIGHTS OF BOYS, G I RLS A N D  

ADOLES C E NTS 

Rodo lfo Osor io Ponce" 

Socio logist ,  consu ltant at U N I CE F-Costa R ica 

1 .  INTRO D U CTION 

Th is  art icle  is written from the v iewpoint  of  the  Convent ion on  the  Rig hts of  the  

Ch i ld .  I ts purpose is  to ra ise awareness and provide i nformat ion about  ch i ld-ado lescent 

labor, its i m portance,  scope and characterist ics as wel l  as the effects it has on  ch i l d ren and 

adolescents .  This text fi rst provides a genera l  overview of the subject and then exam ines 

how it is  man ifested in Costa R ica .  The latter focuses on  the i nterre lat ionsh i p  of poverty,  

early entry i nto the labor force and educationa l  d ropout and how th is leads to socia l  

vu lnerab i l i ty . I n  c los i n g ,  there are some suggestions that cou ld  be of use i n  des ign ing  

pol icies and  programs i n  th i s  fie ld  and fostering greater understand ing  of  th is  prob lem with 

regard to young people l i v ing  i n  poverty . 

I t  i s  very i m portant that th is  subject be addressed because preventi ng and  

el im i nat ing ch i ld-ado lescent labor  encompasses bus i ness , econom ic  and po l i t ica l  i nterests . 

I n  addit io n .  it i s  a lso associated with m istaken concept ions and i ncorrect i nformation  which 

• I wou ld  l i ke to  thank my co l league ,  L id ia  Torrico, for her su pport, comments and suggestions .  Her 
input was fu ndamenta l to th is artic le .  
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! inforce socia l  i m ages and take away the support that society as a whole cou ld  provide 

f el im inat ing ch i ld-ado lescent labor .  

Even trough th is  subject has a long h istory ,  d iscuss ion has been l i m ited to 

!stricted c i rcles and on ly  its most v is ib le forms and severe v io lat ions are covered now and 

�a in by the com m un icati on  med i a .  Th is  area seems to be long to spec ia l ists , i nternat iona l  

"gan izations ,  offic ia ls ,  N G Os and specia l ized c i rc les that  address th is  prob lem . Society 

5 a whole is sti l l  not fu l l y  aware of one of the most destructive and permanent ly damag ing 

:tiv it ies affect ing boys ,  g i rl s ,  ado lescents , fam i l ies and the nat i on .  

Society reacts more often to extreme or  more v is ib le  s i tuat ions associated with 

�rta in types of ch i ld-ado lescent l abor .  Exam ples i nc lude ch i l d ren who work in the streets , 

�xua l  explo itat ion  o r  particu la rly  dangerous work. (Oddly enoug h ,  rural ch i l d  labor  does 

::>t seem to cou nt . ) Genera l ly  responses are s i tuat iona l ,  short-term and mora l ist ic .  

owever, worldwide ,  th is  prob lem affects more than 200 m i l l i on  ch i l d ren between the ages 

f 1 0  and 1 4 . This does not inc lude ch i l d ren i nvo lved in  domest ic labors nor those that fa l l  

elow or  above t h i s  a g e  g roup . ' 8 

Even given the under-reported n u m bers i n  offic ia l  stat ist ics , it i s  esti mated that 20 

l i l l i on ch i l d ren work i n  Lat in  America . ' 9  In  sp ite of th is ,  th is prob lem has on ly recent ly 

egun to be defi ned in  Costa R ica . I t  is  est imated that i n  1 994 , 1 52 , 1 28 ( 1 6 . 8%) of 

h i ldren and ado lescents between the ages of 5 and 1 7  were i nvo lved in i ncome-

I Brazier, Chris  "Ch i ld Labour, Part One - The Nature of the Beast" , I n terna l  draft ,  1 ,  1 7 , June  
996 . 

I I nter-Agency Steer ing Committee for the Americas ,  "Trabajo I nfanto-juven i l  en America Lati na ,  
' iagnostico y Pol it icas" , d raft, I LO/I P EC/U N I C E F  Reg iona l  Office. 
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generat ing activ i t ies . 2o I n  the canton of U pa la ,  located a long the N icaraguan  border, 23% 

of young peop le from 14 to 1 7  years of age work and 81  % of them are not i n  schoo l .  2 1 

Genera l ized , everyday man ifestations of ch i l d-ado lescent labor  are ensconced i n  

a l l  societ ies ,  even i n  industr ia l ized countries .  I n  v e ry  few p laces a n d  on  few occas ions  has 

th is been counteracted wi th comprehens ive short- and long-term po l ic ies as we l l  as 

specific p lans  and programs geared towards preventi ng  and prog ressively e l i m i n at i ng 

ch i ld-adolescent labor  and i m m ed iately e l im i nat ing i ts  most dangerous forms .  

2 .  CHI LD-ADOLESCENT LABOR 

Harmfu l  forms of ch i ld  l abor  on ly began to  be  viewed as a prob lem beg i n n i n g  i n  the 

1 9th century as a resu lt of the industria l  revo l ut ion and the advent of the concept of human  

rights .  Adolescence d id  not exist as a stage o f  i nd iv idua l  deve lopment .  In  trad it i ona l  

agricu ltural soc iet ies ,  ch i ld  labor  was  an i nherent part of deve lopment i n  terms of  labor  and 

personal ity . I t  was a lso a way of earn ing  the respect of the com m u n ity and be long ing  to i t .  

Even today ,  i n  rura l  a reas ,  fam i ly farm work reta ins  part of these e lements , wh ich a re very 

much l i nked to decreas i ng  product ion costs per rural un it .  I n  u rban areas ,  many jobs are 

not d i rect ly productive and they are c learly un re lated to the socia l  recogn i t ion  of the 

com m un ity . M o reover, u rban work cu l ture does not i nc lude ch i ldren .  Thus ,  ch i l d ren  o bta i n  

marg ina l  and i nforma l  emp loyment i n  t h e  n iches left b y  t h e  adu lt l a b o r  market . Th is  i s  

usual ly characterized as u nderemp loyment ,  a n d  inc l udes product ion act iv i t ies whose 

20 L id ia ,  Torrico, " (, Q u iEmes son y por que trabajan los n i rios y las n i rias en Costa R ica?" U N I C EF­
PAN I ,  Mon itor ing and Eva luation Series, 1 996 .  

2 1 U N I C EF-U N H C R- I LO-C I ET - Nationa l  Ombudsma n :  "Aud itoria de los Derechos H u manos en 
Upala , "  unpu b l ished d raft, August 1 996.  
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rofitabi l ity and com pa rat ive bus i ness advantages for compan ies and even countr ies a re 

ased on the abuse or  exp lo itative use of ch i ld  l abo r. Th is is  poss ib le due to l ax ,  non-

xistent laws o r  i neffic ient control and supervis ion  systems .  

The  concept o f  ch i ld-ado lescent l abor  i ncl udes a w ide  range of  activ i t ies that 

istorica l ly  have had and today cont inue to have varying mean ings .  For th i s  reaso n ,  work 

1at is harmfu l to ch i l d ren m u st be d ifferentiated from labor that ,  in certa in  cu l tu res and 

eograph ica l  a reas ,  i s  v iewed as pos it ive I n  terms of socia l izat ion  and transm itt i ng  sk i i l s .  

Vork may be cons idered educationa l  when it i s  carried out  d u ring  vacat io n ,  for short 

eriods of t ime o r  under  adequate condi t ions after study ing . On  the other h a n d ,  labor  

xplo itat ion22 is  characterized by forced labor  that produces some fo rm of stress ,  

xcessive work hours ( l i m its a re set i n  labor  leg is lat ion i n  the majority of countr ies ) ,  

lork ing i n  the  street for i nadequate pay  and excessive respons ib i l i t ies o r  cond i t io n s  that 

I re poor o r  detr imenta l  to human  d ign ity and self-esteem (s lavery ,  sexua l  exp l o itat ion ) .  

:ssentia l l y ,  l abor  exp lo itat ion  is that wh ich  h i nders a ch i ld 's  complete soc ia l  and  

Isycho log ica l  deve lopment ,  part icu larly when i t  l i m its access to educatio n ,  rem a i n i ng i n  

chool and academ ic  perfo rm ance .  

I n  the effort to d i fferent iate between educationa l  and ha rmfu l  labor  o r  t hat wh ich 

' io lates rig hts ,  the latter i s  defi ned i n  terms of the Convent ion on  the Rights of the C h i l d ,  

vh ich Costa R ica ratified i n  1 990 .  

2 Dr. Anton io  Carlos G6mes Da Costa , a Braz i l ian  expert on ch i ld  rig hts prefers t o  c a l l  th is 
exploitation of ch i ld  labor, " g iven the cu ltu ra l  perception  of work as an educationa l  too l .  
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The Convent io n  represents the legal  and eth ical gu id i ng framework fo r po l i c ies on  

ch i ld and  ado lescent r ights . Th is  agreement defines ch i ldren and adolescents as " beari ng  

i na l ienab le rig hts wh ich  the States Part ies are com pel led to respect . ,
, 23 For the  fi rst t ime i n  

the l o n g  strugg le  t o  expand human  rig hts ,  human ity h a s  managed t o  make prog ress 

towards ,  at least ,  the forma l  acceptance of ch i ld ren as r ights subjects - that is  to say,  as 

citizens . I n  pract ice ,  th i s  means that they have the legal  right  to be heard ,  to assoc iat i o n ,  

to b e  cons idered equa l  before t h e  law, a n d ,  in  part icu lar ,  t o  have the i r  best i nterests taken 

i nto account i n  des ig n i ng  po l ic ies .  A concrete exam ple of the app l icat ion of th is pri nc ip le  is  

that  ch i l d ren  m ust not be used as instruments ( i n  ch i ld  labor) i n  order to i nsure the su rv iva l  

of poor fa m i l ies .  Th is  is  the respons ib i l ity of the State and adu lts . 

The Convent ion  cons iders ch i ldhood a formative stage ,  and that ch i l d ren , even 

though they are r ights subjects , sti l l  requ i re protect ion and adequate cond it i ons  fo r 

comprehens ive deve lopment , precisely because they are ch i ld re n .  Adu l ts ,  fam i l ies and  the 

State m ust meet these needs .  

With regard to ch i l d  labor, a rt ic le 32 ,  sect ion 1 of the  Convent ion on  the R ig hts of  

the Ch i ld  states the fo l i owi r.g ,  "States Parties recogn ize the right  o f  the  ch i l d  to be 

protected from econom ic  exploitat ion and from perform ing any work that is  l i ke ly  to be 

hazardous or  to i nterfere with the ch i ld 's  educatio n ,  or to be harmfu l to the ch i l d ' s  hea lth or 

physica l ,  menta l ,  sp i ri tua l ,  mora l  or  soc ia l  deve lopment . "  Sect ion 2 of th is  same art ic le  

states that measures m ust be adopted to insure im plementat ion of  th is  art ic le ,  to set work 

ages, reg u late the s i tuat ion  and estab l i sh  correspond ing sanctions .  Premature e nt ry i nto 

the work force n ot on ly  v io lates art ic le 32 of the Convention , i t  a lso  transgresses other 

23 I LOII P EC-U N I C EF ,  Op .  C it .  p .  7 .  
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Irt ic les re lated to in tang ib le  r ig hts such as the r ights to rest , recreat io n ,  cu ltu re ,  p lay ,  

)artic ipation , etc . 

The Convent ion on  the Rig hts of the Ch i l d  has been rat ified by more countr ies than 

my other i nternationa l  leg is lat i on . I n  sp ite of th is ,  research from various parts of the world 

ihows that ,  even today in c iv i l ized t imes ,  ch i ld ren work under shocking condit ions .  

Boys ,  g i r l s  and ado lescents suffer ing from labor  explo itat ion run the r i sk  of havi n g  

he ir  development affected . I n  term s o f  physical  deve lopment, th is  inc ludes t h e  loss of 

J P  to 30% of he ight potent ia l  and the i r  res istance capacity as adu lts ; coord i nat i on ,  v is i on ,  

leari ng and  genera l  hea l th  may  a l so  be  affected . I n  terms of cogn itive deve lopment,  

nte l lectua l  and cu l tura l  capacit ies bas ic to a normal l i fe may be impa i red . With rega rd to 

!motional  deve lopment, th i s  encom passes damage to self-esteem , fam i ly c loseness and 

m i nc l inat ion towards l ove and acceptance .  Moral  and soc ia l  deve lopment may be 

lffected i n  terms of fee l i ngs  of g roup  ident ity , cooperat ion and the ab i l ity to perce ive r ight 

rom wrong . 24 For  these reasons ,  Anton io  Carlos Gomes da C osta ma inta ins that 

�xp lo itative ch i l d-ado lescent labor  and its effect on  persona l  g rowth destroy human  be ings  

wice : as ch i ldren and as adu lts . 

Premature entry i nto the labor  force is not just a prob lem in  terms of its negative 

m pact ,  but also because it affects the most vu l nerab le ch i ld-ado lescent popu lat i o n .  

-iarmfu l labor is  most often associated with poverty . Contrary t o  popu lar  be l i ef, poverty , i n  

:onjunct ion with other factors ,  makes ch i ld-adolescent labor  poss ib le ,  b u t  i t  does not seem 

2 4  Brazier. Chris ,  Op .  C i t ,  p .  6 
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generate i t .  I n  m ost countries ,  the proportion of poor fam i l ies is  g reater than that of ch i ld  

,d adolescent workers . Th is  is  a po lem ic  issue that requ i res further research . 

Ch i ld-ado lescent labor  is  more p reva lent i n  rural areas than u rban ones .  I n  rural 

eas, ma les  tend to com b ine fam i ly labor  with wage-generat ing agricu ltu ra l jobs .  Women 

Imb ine it  w i th  domest ic  e m p loyment .  In  these areas,  jobs may be dangerous because of 

e use of chem ica l s ,  extreme weather  condit ions ,  long hours and the phys ica l  exert ion 

�eded as a resu lt of the  rud imentary methods employed . In  u rban areas ,  ch i ldren 

lrma l ly  work at sa les and services and at informa l  activ it ies in  genera l ;  that is  to say ,  i n  

e m ost trad it i o n a l  and  backward econom ic  sectors that requ i re very few labor  ski l l s .  The 

,ks are d ifferent ,  but no less i m portant than those of ru ra l  areas.  These ch i l d ren  are at 

oral and cri m i na l  ri s k  in add it ion to be i ng vu lnerab le to overcrowd ing  and the dangers of 

e street . And , what is the econom ic  remunerat ion for a l l  of th is? Th is  is one of the 

,pects that a lso demands  further research . 

F i rst of a l l ,  a d is t i nct ion must be made between what those under  1 2  earn (who are 

�a l ly fo rb idden to work) and  the i ncom e  of those between 1 3  and 1 7  (see note at the end 

th is a rt ic le . )  I t  i s  recogn ized that i ncome is  re lated to age ( the h igher  the age , the 

eater the i ncome)  and the n u m ber  of hours worked .  However, there are d ifferences with 

gard to the contri but ion that ch i ld ren  and adolescents make to the i r  homes .  Some just ify 

l i ld labor as necessary to the su rv iva l  of poor fam i l ies .  However ,  data show that it is  

lung adu l ts ,  rather  than ch i ld re n ,  who provide economic  assistance to a certa i n  type of 
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househo lds . 2S Thus ,  young peop le , the i r fam i l ies and the cou ntry m ust ask themselves if 

income in the short-term i s  a profitab le strategy,  when it means an ent i re futu re is 

mortgaged away.  Certa i n  stud ies carr ied out by ECLAC have shown that "two years less 

of educat ion i m p l ies approxim ately 20% less in  month ly income d u ri ng  economica l ly active 

l ife i n  the labor  market .
,, 26 Th is  demonstrates the negative re lat i onsh ip  between ch i ld-

adolescent labor  and educc::t io n .  

3.  CHILD LA BOR IN COSTA RICA 

Po l ic ies on  ch i ld-ado lescent labor  are i n  the process of being deve loped in C osta 

Rica . Fortunate ly ,  the government  recently decided to form the Nat iona l  Supervisory 

Comm ittee for Combati ng Ch i l d  Labor ,  whose objective is  the progressive e l im i nat ion of 

labor for ch i l d ren u nder 1 5  years of age .  Th is Comm ittee is to be com prised of government 

m in isters and v ice-m in isters and autonomous inst itut ions that work to i nsure soc ia l  

wel lbe ing . I t  wi l l  a lso inc lude u n i o n  representatives and emp loyers .  U N I CE F ,  I LO and 

representatives from non-govern menta l  o rgan izations wi l l  serve as tech n i ca l  advisors .  Th is  

is a very i m po rtant i n i t i at ive g iven the lack of specific po l ic ies and the existence of an  

imprecise l ega l  framework27 with regard to  preventi ng and  reg u lat ing  harmfu l ch i l d  l abor .  

25 I n  a recent s tudy (at press) that  was su pported by U N I C E F  and carried out  by F LACSO,  young 
people of both sexes between 1 3  and 1 7  years of  age who had received permiss ion from PAN I to 
work were evalua ted . It was concluded that  the contri but ion young people make to the home is 
marg i na l .  Moreover, two-th i rds  came from homes with per cap ita spend ing  25% greater th an  the 
cost of meeti ng  basic food needs .  

26 U N I CEF-TAC RO,  "Trabajo I n fant i l  y Ed ucaccion , "  Pol icy Docu ments.  No . 1 .  M ay 1 . 1 996 .  p . 36 . 

27 I n  a n  art ic le that appeared i n  E/ Hera/do on Apri l  1 2 . 1 996 .  the M i n ister of Labor and Socia l  
Welfare , M r. Farid Ayales Esna,  po inted out  that cu rrent labor law is "fa i rly genera l . · ' 
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Ie i n it iat ive is  a lso i m portant ,  g iven s low, trad it ion a l ,  sectora l ,  and  even contrad ictory 

;titut iona l  responses rem i n iscent of what is known as the i rregu la r  s i tuat ion doctri ne .  

With regard to  premature entry i nto the labor  market i n  Costa R ica ,  recent 

tim ates show that th is  i s  not as h igh  as in some Latin American cou ntries .  In add it ion ,  

, some re3son ,  a g reater proport ion o f  ch i l d ren  a n d  young peop le comb ine  school  and 

)rk. 2B Even though th is  seems encourag i n g ,  it i s  not a g reat cause for optim ism 

!cause, as has been seen , on l y  under  very specia l  c i rcumstances is  the com b inat ion of 

)or and study posit ive . This is  not the case for poor ch i ld ren and adolescents.  The 

mvention sets forth that ch i l d ren  shou ld  be study i n g ,  not worki n g .  Moreover, i t  i s  

�rm ing that approx imate ly 45% of school-aged young people a re excl uded from the 

lucationa l  system and that the n u m ber  of young peop le who ne i ther work nor  study is 

ing .  

In 1 994 ,29 1 52 , 1 28 of the 906 , 2 1 0 ( 1 6 . 8%) ch i l d ren  and adolescents between the 

les of 5 and 1 7  were i nvo lved in remunerated and u n remunerated i ncome-generati ng 

:t ivit ies .  The part ic i pat ion  of m a les (2 1 . 7%)  was nearly doub le that of fema les ( 1 1 . 5%) .  

1 995 ,  there were 925 , 723 ch i l d ren  i n  t h i s  age  g roup  and overa l l  part ic i pat ion i n  t he  labor  

'ce dropped to 1 3 . 1  %.  By gender, i t d ropped to 1 9 . 3 %  for boys and young men and to 

5% for g i rl s  and young women .  By age  g roup ,  part ic i pat ion of  5- to  1 1 -year-o lds went 

Iwn 2 . 5% between 1 994 and 1 995 .  The percentage of those between 1 2  and 1 4  rose 

During 1 995 i n  Costa R ica ,  4 1 . 7% of the nearly 1 00 , 000 ch i ld ren and adolescents between 1 2  
,d  1 7  who worked a lso stud ied . I n  Lat in America as a whole ,  the average is  25% for adolescents 
!tween 1 3  and 1 7 . I n  Peru , 33% of ch i ld ren and adolescents between 6 and 1 7  comb ine study 
I d  work. In Ecuador, on ly 23% of 8- to 1 8-year-o lds do so. 

"(,Qu ienes son y por que trabajan los n inos y n inas de Costa R ica?" L id ia Torrico , U N I CEF-PAN I ,  
:m itoring and Eva luat ion Series No. 2 ,  1 996.  
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ight ly (0 . 2% ) ,  and those between 1 5  and 1 7  showed a somewhat g reater i ncrease 

: . 3%) . 

The decrease, with the exception  of the last g roup ,  cou ld  be due  to a fine tun ing  of 

easurement methodo log ies , i ncreased preschool coverage or  the g reater attract iveness 

, secondary school and i ncreased retent ion in  basic education  due to cu rrent programs 

> r  improvi ng education .  The n u m be r  of young  workers i ncreased i n  sp ite of  the l i m ited 

bor market , but was commensurate with the i r  h igh  level of ed ucationa l  exclus ion . 

However, leav ing the work force does not necessar i ly  i m p ly reentry i nto the 

jucationa l  system .  N o r  does d ropp ing out of the educat iona l  system i m p ly d i rect entry 

to the labor m arket . I t  seems more l i ke ly  that those who leave school  become part of the 

oub l ing g roup  that ne i ther works nor  stud ies .  

By com par ing Torrico's d ata from 1 994 with that from 1 99530 based on the same 

attery of  quest ions ,  i t  can be seen that the number of  ch i ldren  that o n ly study i ncreased 

l r  a l l  age g roups (5- 1 1 ,  1 2- 1 4  and 1 5- 1 7 ) .  This was part icu la rly  true of the fi rst age g roup 

1 3%) .  The n u m ber of  those tha t  only  work and that work and study decreased for a l l  

ge  groups .  Even though  th i s  i s  very posit ive ,  there was an  i ncrease i n  the n u m ber  of 

oung peop le  that neither work nor  study. Th is  was very m uch the case fo r the 5-1 1 

nd 1 5- 1 7 g rou ps .  Approximately 1 00 , 000 young people of both genders between 1 2  and 

7 a lso fa l l  i nto th is  g roup . 3 1 Due to the i r  h igh  vu lnerab i l ity and  soc ia l  r isk ,  th is  g roup 

) Author's part ia l  p rocessing o f  the ch i ld-adolescent labor mod u le o f  the N ationa l  Household 
;urvey carried out by the Bureau of Statistics and Census,  1 995 .  

I Chi ldren between 5 and 1 1  are not  cons idered as al lowance wou ld  have to  be made for the five­
ear-olds in this g roup who are not old enough  for preschool and therefore skew the n u mber of 
lose who do not study. 
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l ou ld be made a pr io rity i n  selective soc ia l  protect ion po l ic ies .  A boy , a g i rl o r  a 

u l nerab le ado lescent i s  a strong  cand idate for becoming an excluded adu l t .
,,32 

Studies carried out in various countr ies and corroborated in Costa Rica i l l ustrate 

e route of socia l  vu lnerab i l ity from i nfan cy to adolescence. Vu lnerab i l ity is l i nked with 

)verty , excl us ion  from the educat iona l  system and ch i ld-adolescent labor explo itat ion . 

;cord i ng  to the 1 994 N at iona l  Househo ld  S u rvey,  poverty affected 1 7 . 9% of fam i l ies ,  and 

)rki ng ch i l d ren "made u p  92 . 059 househo lds ,  of wh ich  22 .9% were poor. " Househo lds 

th  ch i ld ren that work are 1 8% poorer  than  those wi th no ch i ld  workers . I n  rural a reas , 

is r ises to 20% ? 

I t  has been shown that educat ion  i s  one of the princ ipa l  i nh i b it ing factors of ch i ld  

Dor  and ,  at the same t ime ,  most affected by th is  phenomenon .  Due to the norm a l ly 

:p lo itative cond i t ions under  wh ich it i s  carr ied out ,  th is  work is i ncom pati b le  to access ing  

lucation ,  rema in i ng i n  schoo l  and acade m i c  performance. 

Poverty and an  excl us ionary educat iona l  system resu l t  i n  prematLre entry i nto the 

bor market o r  lack of socia l izat ion for these ch i ld ren .  The long work schedu les of ch i l d  

borers a re incom pati b le  w i th  forma l  learn ing ,  stay ing i n  schoo l  and academic  

�rformance.  With variances by age ,  between 20% and 61  % of the j uven i le  econom ica l l y  

;t ive popu lat ion ( EAP) work forty o r  more hours per  week. As  ch i l d ren g row and advance 

the educationa l  system , schoo l  d ropout i ncreases . Up  unt i l  1 1  years of age ,  there is a 

) . 3% retent ion rate i n  the educationa l  system .  From that po int forward , young people 

"Adoleseeneia ,  pobreza , ed ueaeion y trabajo ,  e l  desafio de hoy , "  U N I CEF-Argentina ,  Red 
ltinoamerieano  de Edueacion y Trabajo (C I I D-C EN EP) ,  1 994. 

Torrieo, L id ia ,  Op. Cit .  p .  4 1 . 
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leg in  to com bine and a lternate study with work,  unt i l  they premature ly leave the 

�ducationa l  system and defi n it ively accept jobs that se ldom requ i re more than a primary 

�ducat ion .  A tota l of 78 .4% of the j uven i le  EAP ( 1 2- to 1 7-year-o lds)  has a level of 

1struct ion below pri m a ry schoo l .  34 I n  Purisca l ,  4 out of every 1 0  ch i ld ren between 7 and 

7 who rece ived payment for the i r  work d id  not enro l l  i n  school  i n  1 995 . 35 

Ado lescents are i n  a crucia l ,  never-to-be-repeated phase of deve lop ing  the i r  

dent it ies and futu re poss ib i l it ies .  Thei r in terests focus on  the ir  sexua l ity ,  educat ion  and 

vork. For the poor ,  opportun it ies for th is  deve lopment are unequa l .  The i r  vu lnerab i l i ty and 

he socia l  exclus ion  p rocesses have a l ready been shown . In  u rban areas ,  young peop le  

lave to  confront m arked d i fficu l t ies with the contrad ict ion  between extens ive consumer  

loads and  the i r  l i m ited poss ib i l it ies for access ing these objects and what they  sym bo l ize . 

Nhat they are offered i s  excl us ion or access to the m ost deterio rated seg ments of 

�ducat ion and work. 

Faced with this rea l ity , some countries have chosen to improve emp loyee va lue i n  

:hree basic types o f  knowledge or  ski l l  areas for young people w h o  are excl uded from 

educat ion and fa l l  with i n  that narrow age category perm itted by law to work under  

regu lated cond i t ions and for tra i n i ng  pu rposes , .  These inc lude :  "a)  techn ica l  and 

management sk i l l s ;  b) com pensat ion for shortcomings i n  bas ic  ski l l s ;  and c )  ma i ntenance ,  

socia l izat ion a n d  deve lopment o f  soc ia l  capacit ies .
,, 36 

34 Tarrico , L id ia ,  Op .  C it . p .  46 . 

35 U N I C EF-C I ET, "Aud itor fa socia l  para la  ap l icacion de la  Convencion sobre los Derechos de los 
N inos en un  canton de Purisca l , "  1 996, unpubl ished .  

, 6  U N I C E F-Argenti na ,  "Adolescenc ia ,  pobreza ,  educacion y trabajo ,  el  desaffo es hoy" , p . 6 . 
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· WHAT CA N B E  DON E? 

Accum u l ated knowledge about th is  subject has made it poss ib le to out l i ne  genera l  

u idel ines for the prevent ion and progress ive e l im inat ion of ch i ld-adolescent labor in Lat in  

Imerican cou ntries .  The contri but ion of  U N I C E F  and I LO has been fundamenta l  i n  the 

es ign of  th is  framework based on the Convent ion on the Rights of the Ch i ld . 37 C o untries 

1ust im p lement these d i rect ives accord ing  to the i r  specific s ituat ions .  F i rst .  strategy and 

lo l icy des ign m ust focus on prevent ing and eradicati ng harmfu l  ch i ld-ado lescent labor .  

"h is refers to what Anton io  Carlo  Da Costa ca l l s  the exp lo itat ion of chi ld and ado lescent 

3bor.  Th is  concept i nc ludes not only the dangerous labor that al l  peop le ag ree shou ld  be 

d im i nated immed iate ly , but a l so that wh ich i nh i bits or  i nterferes with the normal  

levelopment of ch i l d ren as we l l  as the i r  access to education ,  retent ion i n  schoo l  and 

lcadem ic  performance.  Second , i t  i s  usefu l  to make a d ist inct ion  between long- and short-

erm po l i c ies and to re in force the idea that po l ic ies be com p rehens ive , cross-sectoral 

�fforts at both the n at iona l  and local leve ls .  I LO points out  that economic  g rowth a lone 

loes not e l i m i n ate ch i ld  labor . 38  Su rp lus and benefits must be channeled to e l i m i n at ing 

loverty . Moreover, ch i ld l abor  is not based on pure economic  log ic ,  as it i s  h igh ly  

nfluenced by cu l tura l  factors . Lega l  frameworks are im portant and necessa ry ,  but  often 

nsuffic ient because even if they exist , they are often not app l ied . Based on the forego ing ,  

t is recogn ized that there a re g reat d ifficu lt ies i n  erad icati ng ch i ld  labor i n  the short-term . 

::>rogress wi l l  be poss ib le  when there is  c lear po l it ica l  and socia l  wi l l  to com bat th is  

:Jroblem , and when it i s  rea l ized that no s ing le  sector has the so lut ion .  No  part ia l ,  sectoral 

37 I LO has an  I nternationa l  Progra m  for the Eradication of C h i ld Labor u nderway
'
. I P E C .  This has 

been important  i n  spurr ing govern ment in it iatives and decis ions for strengthen ing  efforts in  th is 
area . 

38 I LO ,  "E I  trabajo infant i l : Que h acer?" ,  ITM/2/ 1 996,  Document submitted for d iscussion at the 
Official Tripartisan M in isteria l -Level , Geneva ,  J une 1 2 , 1 996 . 
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· specific i ntervent ion i s  suffic ient .  I t  i s  of the utmost i mportance that new socia l  actors be 

corporated , that the i nst i tut iona l  structure be strengthened , pr iorit ies set and t ime ly  

easures adopted i n  order  to d i stance ch i l d ren  from harmfu l  labor .  Part of the long-term 

easures inc lude address ing  the u nderly ing causes by promoting economic deve lopment  

foductive , we l l -payi ng  jobs wi th  soc ia l  p rotect ion)  that takes i nto account the most 

sadvantaged persons .  These measures m ust a lso focus on educationa l  services as "the 

!st  vacci ne aga inst ch i l d  labor . " 

U N I C E F  suggests d i fferent iat ing ch i ld- labor measures by age group .  For  those 

lder 1 2 , a l l  forms of work m ust be proh ib ited and the working  age must be ra ised to 1 5  

ee note at end of art ic le . )  Wh i le the latter i s  bei ng  accompl ished,  those between 1 3  and  

I should be  provided w i th  profess iona l  tra i n i ng  and apprent icesh ips .  Those betwee n  1 5  

ld  1 7  shou ld  receive ass istance i n  the profess iona l  fie ld  and emphas is shou ld  be on  

ga l  protect io n .  

I n  add i t ion t o  t h e  economic  aspects a l ready pointed out ,  U N I C EF fee ls that the 

�fi n it ive so lut i on  to the prob lem l ies i n  qua l ity educat ion that is  attractive and pert inent .  

l i s  m ust be comb ined wi th  u n iversal and se lective support pol ic ies for fam i l ies so that  

ey can keep the i r  ch i l d ren  i n  schoo l  for as long  as poss ib le .  In  the case of Costa R ica ,  i t  

necessary to recover ,  i ntens ify and broaden the va lue society has trad iti ona l ly p laced on  

jucation .  Over the last few years ,  t h i s  has  been deva lued . I f  Costa R ica wants to o bta i n  

)mparative advantages i n  t h e  g loba l izat ion process a n d  in ternationa l  competit i on ,  i t  m ust 

vest i n  educat ion39 and e l i m i n ate educat iona l  excl us ion for adolescents by support ing 

ECLAC has  adequately shown that the  benefits o f  t imely investment i n  education .  See  a nnex 
h i ld Labor and Education ,  U N I C EF-TACRO, Op .  C it .  p . 2 1 . 
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�m in the com p let ion  of the i r  stud ies  through the secondary leve l .  40 Th is  is  particu larly 

portant in rural  areas , where there are not enough high schools and no i nnovative 

�thods for fac i l itat ing access , retent ion and success for young  peop le .  As I LO po inted 

t "there wi l l  be no satisfactory so lut ion  to th is  problem if  there i s  no fundamental 

ucat ion system that makes schoo l  phys ica l ly  accessib le to al l  schoo l-age ch i l d ren .  This 

ould be financia l l y  feas ib le  for al l  fam i l ies ,  even the poorest ones .  I t  shou ld  a lso be  

ractive because of the fi na l  resu lts and future prospects i t  offers . ,
,4 1  

I n  conclus ion , i t  i s  i m po rtant to cons ider  the part ic ipat ion of ch i l d ren and 

lolescents i n  ana lyz ing th is  prob lem and deve lop ing so l ut ions .  Many of the current 

I l icies and programs wou ld  be rad ica l ly  d ifferent if we l i stened to the i r  vo ices . 

)TE : On February 6 , 1 998 ,  nearly  one  year after th is  art ic le was written , Law 7739 was 

ficia l ly  enacted . Known as the Ch i l d  and Adolescent Code , th is  law sets the m in imum 

�a l worki ng age  a t  1 5  and  estab l i shes a Specia l  Protect ion Reg i men for ado lescent 

xkers between the ages of 1 5  and 1 8 . In addit ion , the pres ident i a l  adm i n istrat ion 

�cted on  February 8 ,  1 998 appo i nted new mem bers to the Nationa l  S upervisory 

)mm ittee for Com bati ng Ch i l d  Labor .  Th is  admin istrat ion has a lso embraced the 

at ional Plan for the Prevention  and Progressive E l im inat ion of C h i ld Labor and is 

19 inn ing to take act ions i n  that regard . 

Recent reform i n it iatives of Article 78 of the Pol it ical Constitution  a n d  the proposal for new 
lucation for the 2 1 51 century are geared i n  th is d i rection and towards  improving the qua l ity of the 
lucation offered . 

I LO, Op . Cit  p . 5  
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ducation 

DUCATIONAL CHALL E N G ES FAC I N G  POOR U R BAN YOUTHS 

INTRODUCTION 

Clot i lde Fonseca 

Executive D i rector of the Omar  Dengo Foundat ion 

Professor at  the U n ivers ity of Costa R ica 

Poverty i n  Costa R ica has been trad it iona l ly rura l  and associated wi th  agricu l ture .  

owever i n  recent years ,  t h i s  h a s  changed .  Today , nearly ha lf  o f  t h e  poor l ive i n  pockets 

r urban poverty . G iven the i r  vu l nerab i l ity ,  the ch i ld ren and ado lescents of th is  socia l  

"OU P are exposed to g reater soc ia l  risk as we l l  as san itary ,  n utrit iona l ,  educat iona l ,  

J ltural and soc ia l  pr ivat ions  that com p rom ise the i r  deve lopment and future .  With  regard 

I education ,  these groups face new social ,  economic and h is torica l s i tuat ions that ,  to a 

·eat extent ,  determ ine  the i r  chances for fu l l  part ic i pat ion i n  the nation 's  overa l l  

:h ievements . 

Th is  work ana lyzes some of the most sa l ient  aspects of the ed ucationa l  status and 

cial context of  poor u rban youths .  I t  examines th is  s i tuat ion w i th  regard to the enormous 

a l l enges sti l l  fac ing the Costa Rican educationa l  system and proposes certa in  act ions to  

� taken .  Th is  ana lysis is  based on  the idea that  forma l  educat ion  m ust p rovide young 

�op le  l iv ing i n  poverty wi th  the opportun it ies that enab le  them to "make a l ife for 

�mselves . "  Education  shou ld  not be l i m ited so le ly to "p rovid ing i nstruct ion"  or  that wh ich 

considered necessary to "earn a l iv ing . "  I n  both persona l  and occupationa l  term s ,  
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th ing is more dangerous at th is  t ime than m in ima l ist educati o n .  Without a strategy for 

;cu ing th is  g roup ,  the i r  marg ina l izat ion wi l l  intens ify .  

THE E D U CATI ONAL A N D  SOCIAL S ITUATION OF YOU N G  PEOPLE LIVI N G  IN  

URBAN POVERTY 

It m ust be remem bered that s ince the past centu ry and throughout its h istory u p  

t i l  re lat ively recent t imes , Costa Rica has advanced an inc lus ive nat iona l  educationa l  

·ategy. That  i s  to say  that th is  country has  managed to  i ncorporate progressive ly the 

;possessed i nto a pub l i c  education  system that was compu lsory and free for the r ich , the 

dd le c lass and the poor .  Th is  gu id ing  princip le  gave the cou nt ry an  im portant advantage 

I t  only i n  terms of tra i n i ng for i ts cit izens ,  but a lso i n  terms of deve lop ing a socia l  fa br ic 

3t  promoted com mun icat ion  and i nterre lat ion among various  socia l  and econom ic  

DUpS .  

However ,  new economic  s ituat ions ,  adjustment processes and lack of resou rces 

lve made it i m poss ib le  for th is  inc lus ion process to be complete and to make the  needed 

Dd ificat ions to ma in ta in  and improve i ts qua l ity . Publ ic educat ion was i ncreas ing ly  

landoned by the m idd le  and u pper c lasses who,  i n  l ight of i ts  deficiencies , chose to  

·engthen private educat ion as an  o pt ion for the i r  ch i ldren .  Th us ,  these g ro u ps and 

�ders lost i nterest i n  the i r  past  com m itment to educat ion for lesser  deve loped soc ia l  

ctors . 42 

For a deta i led ana lys is of th is h istoric phenomenon ,  see Educaci6n y Sociedad en Costa Rica by 
ancisco Anton io  Pacheco, pub l ished by the Ed itoria l  Fu ndaci6n U NA in 1 996.  
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Th is "abandonment" of the pub l i c  edu cation system led to prob lems and 

defic iencies that negat ively affected the educationa l  s i tuat ion of  young peop le .  Even 

though many of these prob lems a re seen i n  edu cation  i n  genera l ,  it is obvious  that they 

have a rad ical  effect on  the ch i ld-adolescent popu lat ion l iv ing in  poverty . These p rob lems 

constitute obstacles that  w i l l  be d ifficu l t  to overcome if substant ia l  changes a re not 

introduced . Some of these d i fficu lt ies a re descri bed below. 

Low average schoo l i ng 

I n  educat i on ,  the average low level of schoo l ing and the lack of rea l  access to 

secondary educat ion  are some of the most serious prob lems fac ing Costa R ica .  An 

analysis of  young people over 1 5  c learly demonstrates th is .  Accord ing  to data p rovided by 

the State of the N at ion , these leve ls  have i ncreased during on ly two years s i nce the 

1 940s . 43 I nd ices of educat iona l  coverage are su rpris ing ly  low beg inn i ng  i n  Cyc le I I I  ( the 

fi rst three years of  secondary education ) .  Compared with secondary educatio n  levels i n  

other Central Amer ican countries , Costa Rica 's  leve ls  are lower. I n  1 990 ,  t he  g ross rate of 

schoo l ing at the secondary level was on ly 46% . I n  U ruguay ,  Argent i na  and Ch i l e ,  th is  rate 

was between 70% and 83%.44 I n  more deve loped industria l ized countries , such as Japan , 

more than 90% com p lete secondary schoo l .  

School d ropout 

Costa Rica has h igh  leve ls  of school  d ropout ,  which serious ly  affect both rura l  and 

urban poor .  In  sp ite of recent efforts , more than h a lf of young peop le  betwee n  1 4  and 1 5  

no longer attend h igh  schoo l .  The orig i n  of th is  prob lem is complex and has a dec ided ly 

4 3  State of  the N atio n ,  Report 2 .  San Jose , 1 996 p .48 .  

44 Montie l ,  U late et a l .  La educaci6n e n  Costa Rica: u n  solo sistema ? Economic Sciences Research 
Institute , U n iversity of Costa Rica,  Economic Disseminat ion Ser ies ,  San Jose:  February 1 997 .  
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legative i mpact on  young peop le 's  future .  As was po i nted out i n  a recent study pub l ished 

)y U N I CE F ,  "the students that tend to d rop  out  of school  are p recise ly those for whom 

�ducation  cou ld  be a l i berat ing force at both the in te l lectual  and mater ia l  leve ls .  Thus i t  is  

hat dropout is  more often seen i n  the most d ispossessed classes - g reater poverty , h igher  

jropout and h igher  d ropout ,  g reater poverty .
,,45 

3revity of the school year and day 

The a l ready serious p rob lems of d ropout  and low leve ls of schoo l i ng  a re 

�ompounded by the redu ced school  day and short academic  year .  I n  Costa R ica ,  p ri mary-

:;chool days a re on ly fou r  hours long,  the academic  year 1 80 days . Th is is  an  especia l ly  

:;erious prob lem for young peop le l iv ing i n  poor u rban areas.  Because of the i r  particu lar  

:; ituatio n ,  they face serious privat ions i n  the i r  deve lopment and i n  access to  the cu l tura l  

3nd fam i ly e lements fundamenta l to  good academic  performance .  I n  Japa n ,  for examp le ,  

ch i l d ren and ado lescents receive 233  days o f  instruction  pe r  year.  Th i s  is  53 days,  o r  3 1 9 

hours ,  longer  than the Costa Rican  academic  ca lendar. 46 However,  the recent agreement  

between the M i n istry of Pub l i c  Ed u cat ion and the Associat ion of Secondary-Schoo l  

Teachers opens the door to i ncreas ing the academic year at least  i n  secondary schoo l .  

Shortcomi ngs i n  the qual ity of learn ing 

Many nat iona l  observers ,  teachers and i ntel lectua ls have commented o n  the 

shortcomings in the educat ion provided i n  pri mary school  and h i g h  schoo l .  I t  shou ld  a lso  

be  pointed out  that  fa i l u re o r  low g rades i n  bas ic  subjects such as  math , scien ce ,  soc ia l  

4 5  Wil l iam Brenes et  a l  Calidad de l a  educaci6n e n  Costa Rica: deserci6n y repetencia en Puriscal. 
San Jose, U N ICEF ,  1 996 .  

4 6  State o f  the Nation, 1 996, p . 59 .  
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udies and Span ish  is one of the m ost com mon causes associated with school  d ropout . 47 

addit ion , the rig i d ,  tradit iona l  n ature of educat ion i nterferes with learn i ng  and 

� rformance . Moreover, some of  the educationa l  centers w i th  the lowest levels of 

�ademic performance a re precise ly those that young peop le  in marg ina l  u rban areas 

tend .  Th is inc l udes tech n ica l  h igh schools and night schools for those who m u st work .  

ladequate or obsolete educationa l  content 

The Costa Rican educat ion system has prob lems with regard to educat iona l  

mtent. I t  tends to be anachron ist ic with regard to the students '  env i ron ment and needs 

5 wel l  as i n  terms of p rov id ing  u p-to-date scient ific and tech no log ica l  knowledge .  These 

Ictors tend to decrease m otivation , which i n  turn spurs school  d ro pout .  In  add it ion , young 

30p le , part icu lar ly those l iv ing i n  the most depressed secto rs , appear to lack the 

:::ademic ,  labor ,  and persona l  st i m u l i  that j ustify the effort and  sacrifice associated with 

:>ta in ing h igher  levels of educatio n .  H igh  school  is  no longer  perceived as a means of 

)cia l  mob i l i ty . There is  an  enormous gap between what p rimary and secondary schoo ls 

3ve to offer and the usefu l ness young peop le attri bute to what they study .  There are few 

�chn ica l  i nst i tut ions that cou ld serve as a lternatives . Seventy-two percent of vocat iona l  

�chn ical  h igh  schools are located i n  rural areas . 48 

hortcom i ngs i n  the academic backg round  of educators 

Prob lems re lated to the academ i c  background of educators and ma inta i n i ng  the i r  

nowledge up-to-date are we l l  known .  At  a t i me when new i nformation  is cont i nua l ly be ing 

z.  Sanchez e t  a l .  L a  Incidencia d e  la Crisis Socioecon6mica e n  la Desercion Estudia n til del 
istema Educativo Costarricense . M u lt inationa l  Education Research Center (CEM I E) ,  M i n i stry of 
ub l ic  Education and the M in i stry of P lann i ng ,  1 984 . 

I German Rama,  A la Busqueda del Siglo XXI: Nuevos Caminos de Desarrollo en Costa Rica.  
:eport on P i lot M iss ion of the l OB Social P rogram,  November 1 994,  p . 74 .  
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merated and transfo rmed rap id ly ,  the educationa l  system has not managed to make th is  

lowledge a rrive i n  the c lassro o m  i n  a t imely manner .  H igh turnover rates i n  teach ing 

�rsonne l  i n  marg ina l  u rban a reas and the absence of stimu l i  i n  these primary and 

�condary schoo ls  make i t  d ifficu lt  for these inst itut ions  to  reta in  ed ucators w i th  adeq uate 

:ademic preparatio n .  

3ck of psychologica l  a n d  methodological  trai n i n g  for teachers 

I n  Costa R ica , it appears that there are no  teacher-tra in ing  programs specifica l ly 

�ared towards attend ing  u rban youths that l ive i n  poverty and at socia l  risk .  C lear ly ,  there 

a lack of forma l  knowledge about  the cogn itive , motivat ional  and subject-specifi c  needs 

, these g roupS . 49 Th is  s i tuatio n  is  one  of the most serious prob lems i n  educationa l  

stitut ions where there a re students l i v ing  in  urban poverty and at socia l  risk ,  g iven that 

5% of students who d rop  out  of school c i te confl i cts with the ir  teachers as the reason . 50 I t  

a doub le-edged prob lem .  On  the one hand , educators are not adequate ly p repared to 

jdress the ed ucationa l  and socia l  p rob lems that characterize those students that tend to 

� class ified as "d ifficu l t . "  Teachers in these inst itutions often sdfer from depress ion and 

�rsonal  cris is  and fee l  overwhel med because of  the stress prod uced by the i r  work 

nvi ronment .  On the other hand , the s ize of classes , learn ing prob lems ,  lack of m otivat ion 

The fol lowing  is a reveal i ng  examp le  of  th is  concept. I n  1 995 ,  I MAS organ ized summer camps 
I r a group of u n ivers ity students workin g  to develop the creative stimu lus  of ch i ldren and  you n g  
:lop le from Los G u ido  a n d  Acosta . At the conclus ion o f  th is event, the u n iversity students 
Jbmitted a report to I MAS with a recommendat ion that could be summarized i n  the fol lowing  
lanner .  "Conti nue  work ing with Acosta . There, the ch i ldren , even though they are  very poor, h ave 
Jpe. Progress can be made with them.  Abandon Los Gu idos.  There, ind ifference,  lack of 
)mmun ity and v io lence preva i l .  N oth i ng  can be done there ."  Th is te'rrib le judgement cou ld  n ot be 
lore representative of the d ifficu lt ies in comm u n ication between you ng u n ivers ity students - many 
f whom wi l l  become teachers - and  the ch i ldren l iv ing i n  an urban squatter settlement that 
esperately need their ass istance.  

See Sanchez et  a i ,  O p .  C it. 
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md student behav ior  frequent ly resu lt i n  a s ituat ion that is unbearab le ,  both i n  and  outs ide 

)f  the c lassroom . 5 1 

5hortcom ings i n  educationa l  resou rces and infrastructu re 

I nsuffic ient teach i ng  resou rces and physical  infrastructu re have a serious effect on  

ower- income com m u n it ies . I n  the past ,  educationa l  i nst itut ions were housed i n  bu i l d i ngs 

� rected specifica l ly  for that purpose.  Today, due to economic  l i m itat ions ,  these centers 

3 re often housed i n  g roups of c lassrooms that were bu i lt rap id ly due to pressure from 

nem bers of the u rban settlement .  I n  genera l ,  these do not h ave the overa l l  cond it ions 

leeded to attend to the i r  student popu lat ions .  Secondary-education  serv ices are often not 

3va i lab le  wit h i n  a reasonable  rad i us .  Th is ob l iges young people to trave l to these s ites i n  

J rder t o  enro l l  in to Cycle I I I  ( the fi rst th ree years o f  secondary school )  a n d  Divers ified 

::ducat ion (fo l lowing Cycle I I I ) .  A l l  of these factors make it d ifficu lt for schools to attract 

students and for them to v iew th is  as a p leasant p lace to be . 

Moreover,  young people l iv ing i n  u rban poverty are a lso v ict ims  of other i nd iv idua l  

and soc ia l  prob lems that negatively affect the i r  performance and retent ion i n  the  

educat iona l  system .  These d ifficu l t ies ,  i n  conjunct ion w i th  educat iona l  concerns ,  m ust be 

addressed i f  rea l  opportun it ies a re to be created for ascendant soc ia l  mob i l ity .  As was 

pointed out in the l OB report written by German Rama, "with regard to causes ,  educationa l  

inequa l ity cannot be separated from other  forms of  inequa l ity , 52" even though educat ion is 

an  inva luab le  tea l  for reduc ing i t .  

5 1 A 1 9 93 study , carried out  by students i n  the School of  Psychology at the U n ivers ity of  Costa R ica 
and su pported by the Omar Oengo Foundation at the Esculea Leon XI I I ,  showed that teachers fee l  
a lone .  t ired and that  they receive no systematic techn ical and institutiona l  support to  address the i r  
students' prob lems.  

5 2  Rama, Op . C it . p . 70 .  
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I n  add i t ion to the educat iona l  p rob lems a l ready mentioned , there are other  soc ia l  

and fam i ly issues that serious ly  affect the ab i l ity of poor urban youths to take advantage of 

the educat iona l  system and rema in  i n  schoo l .  

Defic ient fam i ly  i ncome and  brea kdown of  su pport networks 

Given the economic  p ressu re p laced on these fam i l ies ,  poor young peop le often 

drop  out of the educat iona l  system at an early age in  order  to work and make a 

contribut ion to h ouseho ld i ncome .  Without  a doubt ,  th is  is one of the m ajor  reasons why 

young peop le  d ro p  out of h i gh  schoo l ,  often aga inst their wi l l .  M any of these young people 

have unemp loyed o r  u nderemp loyed mothers , who lack the tra in i ng  needed to enter i nto 

the work force . Approximately 40% of those who drop out of the educationa l  system cite 

economic  p rob lems as the ma in  reason for do ing S O . 53 

I n  add i t i o n ,  moving from the cou ntrys ide to the city tends to break down many of 

the economic ,  emot iona l  and  log ist ica l  networks trad it iona l ly p rovided by the extended 

fam i ly i n  rural  a reas .  G iven the absence of grandmothers and aunts , o lder s ib l i ngs must 

often take care of the i r  younger  brothers and s isters . This makes it d ifficu l t  for m any young 

peop le ,  particu l a rly g i rl s ,  to part ic ipate i n  the educat iona l  system .  

Parents with low educationa l  leve ls 

Young students from poor u rban ne ighborhoods are often the ch i ld ren  of s ing le  

mothers or  coup les w i th  l ow leve l s  of education .  These parents genera l ly  do not have the 

knowledge o r  t ime  needed to understand or attend to the specific needs associated with 

5 3  Z. Sanchez et ai ,  Op. C it. 
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Ie academic ,  psycho log ica l  and social  deve lopment of the i r  ch i l d re n ,  pa rt icu la rly 

Jolescents ,  even though they a re tru ly concerned for them .  F ifty-one percent o f  ch i l d re n  

hose parents have not stud ied do not attend school or  a re beh ind ' g rade . 54 By the i r  

xteenth b i rthday ,  61  % of u rban youths whose parents have no educat ion have d ropped 

ut of  schoo l .55 Th is  tends to transmit  poverty from one generat ion to the next .  Teachers 

ften comp la in  about what they perceive as the lack of i n terest these parents have i n  the i r  

1 i ld ren 's  educati o n .  I n  sp ite o f  the i r  l im itations in  terms o f  materia ls  and  h u m a n  

�sources ,  primary and secondary schools must compensate for what t h e  fam i ly u n i t  

3nnot provide i n  terms o f  sti m u l i  a n d  resources ava i lab le  i n  t h e  h o m e  ( i nformati o n ,  books , 

lateria ls , persona l  contact) . Th is  is rare ly accomp l ished . 

ami ly  instab i l ity and  the absence of a father figu re 

Many of these poor u rban youths come from unstab le  homes and socioeconom ic  

onditions .  As  has been  ment ioned , many  are t he  ch i l d ren  of s i ng le  mothers with 

hang ing fam i ly structu res and l i m ited or  sporad ic  i ncome .  When there is a fathe r  fig u re ,  

ither b io log i ca l  or  a stepfather ,  h e  tends to b e  authorita rian  or  a loof. T h e  decl i n e  of the 

3ther figu re is  aggravated by the d isappearance of or  decreased bonds with g ra ndfathers 

nd unc les .  These harsh  rea l i t ies spur  insecurity and emot iona l  cr ises i n  chi l d re n  and 

Dung peop le .  Th i s ,  i n  turn , obviously affects the i r  ab i l ity to  concentrate and  the i r  

cademic performance .  M a ny young people have serious crises with regard to  va lues and 

emonstrate aggressive behavior towards authority figu res ,  i nc lud ing the  teache rs and  

I Rama,  Op .  Cit . , p . 7 1 . 

i Ibid, p .72 .  
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i nc ipa ls of the schoo ls where they study .  56 Moreover, many specia l ists have expressed 

eir con cern over the serious  e motiona l  privat ions that these young people suffer. Th is  

oup often fee ls  rejected o r  u n l oved by the ir  parents and re lat ives and seeks from the i r  

achers the love and  affect ion  they do n ot rece ive i n  the i r  homes .  

)w self-esteem 

One of the persona l  p rob lems that  most affects the  academic  performance of these 

lung people is how l i tt l e  they value themselves a nd ,  someti mes ,  the negative image they 

lVe of themse lves . Th is  prob lem is freq uently the resu l t  of i nadequate fam i ly 

lationsh ips  and cr ises with i n  the fami ly .  Th is  represents a serious obstac le to the i r  

arn i ng  and soc ia l  deve lopment .  

arg ina l ity, overcrowdi n g  and  lack  of  study and recreation areas 

The u rban poor tend  to l ive in overcrowded cond it ions .  Thus ,  young  peop le do n ot 

we a physica l  space where they can do the ir  homework or  enjoy rest and recreatio n .  

l is lack o f  space causes confl i ct i n  t h e  home.  Young people arb sent  t o  p u b l i c  p l aces ,  

lai n ly  the street, and  th is  i ncreases the i r  socia l  risk. G iven the marg ina l ity of these 

)mmun it ies , there tends to be no opportun it ies for spending t ime with other  young  people 

ld adu lts who wou ld serve as mode ls  for socia l  mob i l ity and support .  

Some Costa R ican and i nternat ional  special ists have stated that in  Costa R ican society there 
�nds to be a correlat ion between the absence or decl ine of the father figu re and problems related 
I authority or values . Th is top ic  is  of major importance for a country with such a h igh  percentage of 
ngle mothers . Thus ,  it shou ld  be studied in g reater deta i l .  Th is l i ne  of research has the potential 
f making contribut ions of national importance. 
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Ie gap between real ity and the wor ld  of te levis ion 

Chi ld ren  and adolescents i nvest a great deal  of  the ir  t im e  watch ing  televis ion , 

nsiderab ly more than they ded icate to formal learn ing .  The world of te levis ion is a 

1dow to materia l ist ic and consumpt ion-based va lues .  I t  a lso shows h igh leve ls  of 

l lence and d iscrim inat ion as wel l  as inappropriate reso lut ion of persona l  and soc ia l  

nfl icts . 57 As Nei l  Postman po inted out ,  there is no  doubt that te levis ion  is  a g reat teacher 

. ch i l d re n ;  often ,  i t  teaches hopelessness . 58 This comb inati on  of consumer ism and 

sperat ion is a n  explosive m ix .  Moreover,  the  d iversity a n d  speed of the st i m u l us 

evis ion p rovides , as wel l  as its levels of comp lexity and aud io , v isua l  and themat ic 

phist ication  contrast wi th the usua l ly poor methods and materia ls  used i n  ed u cati on .  

l is p lays a ro le  i n  d eve lop ing a lack o f  interest i n  educationa l  top i cs ,  which for young 

op le  seem unattractive and unexciti ng .  

AC H IEVEM ENTS AN D N EW LIN ES O F  ACTION 

I n  order  to address some of these comp lex prob lems c lear ly ,  i t is necessary to 

nti nue advancing  a long the trad i tiona l  Costa Rican route of po l ic ies for i nclus ion  and 

l iversal ization  of qua l i ty services . I n  add it ion , new compensatory i n i t iat ives a re needed 

provide the poss ib i l i ty for soc ia l  mob i l i ty .  Specific opportun it ies m ust be opened up for 

ung people l iv ing i n  urban poverty . 

I n  the past ,  Costa R ica has deve loped major i n i t iat ives that  p rov ide spec ia l  

tent ion for the urban poor .  These efforts he lp guara ntee adequate b io log ica l ,  

Mario Viquez , L a  Television como Media Transmisor de Violencia e n  Costa Rica: EI Papel 
�diatizador de la Familia y la Escuela, San Jose, U N ICEF ,  1 993,  p . 3 7 .  

Nei l  Postma n , The End o f  Education, New York: Vintage Books , 1 99 6 . i x .  
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psycholog i ca l ,  socia l and academic  opportun it ies for ch i ldren and ado lescents as  part of 

their deve lopment  process .  Without these , ch i ld ren and ado lescents l iv ing in u rban 

poverty wou ld  be exposed to g reater risk  and would suffer more aggravated p rob lems 

related to  deb i l itati ng poverty . The contribut ions of  the fo l lowing i n it iat ives bear 

mention i ng .  

Preschool  educat ion and schoo l  cafeterias 

Programs that foster ea rly st i m u lat ion , CEN-C I NA I , commun ity homes59 and 

preschoo l  education , 60 and school  cafeter ias help develop cogn it ive , phys ica l ,  e motiona l  

and  socia l  bases for the ensu ing  phases of educationa l  deve lopment .  In  add i t ion , care 

faci l i t ies for ch i l d ren cut back o n  the ob l igat ion of adolescents to watch after younger  

s ib l ings wh i l e  the i r  parents work.  

Single u n iform 

Schoo l  u n iforms are particu la rly  im portant  with in  the context of u rban poverty 

because they reduce the risk  of excl us ion  and social  d iscrim i nation ,  i n  and away from 

educationa l  i nst i tut ions ,  based on  the c lothes students wear  and the status symbols 

attached to the m .  

59 Commun ity homes cou ld  fu lfi l l  a very important educational  function , particu larly  i f  they improve 
the select ion p rocess of d i rectors and in tens ify their tra in ing  processes . 

60 The recent decis ion to make k indergarten ob l igatory as part of the reform of Art ic le 78 of the 
Costa Rican Constitut ion is very important .  However, measures should be taken with regard to 
tra in ing for the profess ionals who wi l l  take on this task,  so as not to jeopard ize the excel lent  qua l ity 
these serv ices have demonstrated with in  the cou ntry .  
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ed ical attention 

Coverage by the Costa R ican Socia l Welfa re System for a l l  students enco u rages 

3m to stay in  school  by i ncreasing the value of the. benefits to the i r  parents who may be 

her unemployed or work i n  the i nformal  sector. 

�OM EC U M  

The Progra m  for I mprov ing Marg ina l  U rban Schools ( P ROMECU M )  p rov ides 

lers ified assistance that i ncl udes improvements in  infrastructure as wel l as i n co rporati ng  

3ms of profess iona ls  to attend students '  socia l  needs . These i nc lude  a socia l  worker,  a 

ycho log ist and gu idance counse lor. This program serves 69 ed ucationa l  d i stricts and  is 

�s igned to help 52 ,000 students in  cri t ical  cond it i ons .  Th is is  a major  i n i t iat ive for 

omoti ng d ifferent iated education in  an  effort to provide u pward com pensati on .  

)mputer education and  transmission capabi l it ies 

The Com puter Education Program was i n it iated ten years ago by the M i n istry of 

Jucat ion (MEP)  and the Omar Oengo Foundat ion . This program has had a s ign ificant  

pact on  self-esteem ,  cog n it ive deve lopment  and creativity , red uc ing school  absentee ism 

Id  motivati ng educators . I t  lends pr iority to students i n  rural areas and m a rg i na l  u rban 

eas and reaches 30% of the nationa l  student popu lat ion per year .  Tha n ks to efforts 

I rried out  by M E P  and fi nanced by the Centra l American Bank for Econom i c  I ntegration , 

is program wi l l  cover 50% of schools a l l  over the cou ntry and 1 00% of Cycle I I I  ( 151 to 3rd 

!ar of secondary schoo l )  and Bas ic  Genera l  Educat ion (grades 1-6 ) .  I n  add it i o n ,  s i nce 

189, a h igh percentage of students i n  marg ina l  u rban schools have had a ccess to 

ternet, through the Scholast ic Transmiss ion Network i n i t iated by the O m a r  Oengo 

)undation .  This coverage wi l l  be substant ia l ly  improved by expand ing the Computer  
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jucation P rogra m  i n  p rimary and secondary schoo ls . 5 1  These are two important  

odernizatio n  and  compensati on  projects geared towards clos ing  the gap between the 

�h and poor with regard to access ing technology. Th is  aspect of education may a lso he lp 

ake schoo ls more pert i nent  and  attract ive, thus fosteri ng retent ion i n  the educat ion 

(stem .  

ummer  activit ies 

The S u mmer  Ca m p  Progra m  recently founded by the Joint Socia l  Assistance 

Ist itute ( I MAS) l i n ks schoo l  with recreat ional  educationa l  act iv it ies on  weekends and 

Jring summer vacations .  Th is i n i t iat ive is geared towards keep ing young peop le  i nvo lved 

ed ucationa l  a ct iv i t ies that they cons ider  i nteresti ng precisely because they take p lace 

Jts ide of the trad i t iona l  educat iona l  context. 52 These experiences en rich and st i m u late 

3rious aspects of th is  popu lat ion 's  l ives . It is a re l ief from and even an a nt idote to 

espa i r. 

H owever, there a re st i l l  many areas ; n  need of specifi c ,  com p lementa ry 

Itervent ions ,  such as the fo l l owi n g .  

A fou ndat ion i n  the U n ited States ,  2 b 1  h a s  started up  a program t o  create opportun it ies t o  access 
Iternet for young peop le  l iv i ng  in poverty a n d  marg ina l  commun it ies throughout the worl d .  The 
Imar Oengo Foundat ion is in charge of develop ing the website in  Span ish that wi l l  fac i l itate the 
art ic ipat ion of Span ish-speak ing ch i ld ren and  adolescents .

· . 

! For examp le ,  th is program enab led ch i ld ren from Fray Casiano de Puntarenas to v is i t  a farm in  
)rot ina and go swimming  i n  a poo l  for the first t ime .  Groups of  young people from Los G u idos and 
� inc6n Grande de Pavas had a campout with Scouts in  Ochomongo. Ch i ldren i n  a shelter run by  
'AN I (the Costa R ican  N ationa l  Ch i ld  Welfare I nstitute) received a class on sculpture. 
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reation of scholarsh ips 

Th is wou ld  i nclude scho la rsh ips coveri ng un ifo rms , materia l s ,  transportatio n  and 

od . I n  cases that  are clea rly justified , support wou ld  be  g iven to fam i l ies to  compensate 

em for the loss of income experienced whi le their ch i ld ren a re studyi n g .  Scho la rsh i p  

ograms existi ng today a re no t  s uffic iently f lexib le and comprehens ive .  

esou rce, recreat ion and study centers 

Young people shou ld  have access to these areas , which they can perceive as the i r  

vn .  These centers wou ld  receive ch i l d ren befo re o r  after c lasses , accord ing  to the 

udents' academic  progra m .  I n  add i t ion ,  they wou ld  offer specia l  a ct iv i t ies and programs  

r deve lop ing comp lementa ry in te l lectua l ,  a rtist ic and  work ski l l s . 63 For those who have 

)andoned thei r stud ies and wish to return , comp lementary o r  compensatory a ct iv i t ies 

Qu id be needed to provide i nformation  on the types of and opportun it ies for study ,  work 

ld recreation .  

chool3 for parents 

These would comb ine  l i teracy i n it iatives and formal  schoo l i ng  with tra i n i ng  

·og rams on  h ow to  st imu late t he  phys ica l ,  psycho log ica l ,  a cademic  and  sp i ri tua l  

�ve lopment of the i r  ch i l d re n .  These schoo ls  wou ld  a lso provide i n fo rmat ion on  strateg ies 

Ir address ing fam i ly prob lems such as interpersona l  confl i ct ,  a lcoho l is m ,  d rugs ,  teenage 

"egnancy and fam i ly v io lence .  

Denmark h a s  designed a program for ch i ldren with work ing parents w h o  h ave nowhere t o  g o  after 
:hool before their  parents arrive home from work. I n teresting ly  enou g h ,  g iven the h igh  inc idence 
: s ingle mothers , the program makes a special  effort i n  i ncorporate ma le  teachers and  tutors so 
lat ch i ldren and young people can h ave contact with a l ternative father figures . In Costa Rica , 
�AS has instituted some va luab le experiences i n  which retired teachers and young  people with 
gh academic performance help ch i ldren with d ifficult ies after classes . Th is experience,  even 
lough its impact has been relatively l im ited , has proved val u ab le .  
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Ugh schools i n  areas of pr iority attention 

These h igh  schoo ls  wou ld  offer a d ist inct approach to educat ion , prov id ing work 

I iternatives that better respond to these young people and the i r  specific cogn it ive and 

ocia l  profi les . 64 These i nst i tut ions  wou ld  need to have specia l ized person ne l .  

) ;versification  of  what  tech n ica l  vocationa l  h igh schools offer and updati ng thei r 

nethodology 

I n  t h i s  way,  young  peop le l iv ing in urban poverty wou ld  have g reater opt ions in  

echn ical  areas and i n  more i nterest ing and com petit ive fie lds ,  such as m icroe lectron ics ,  

) i otechno logy and com p uter science . These h i g h  schools wou ld  have t o  b e  located near  

lreas with the g reatest con centrat ions of u rban poverty and m ust have access to m arket 

,tudies and informat ion on j ob  open ings .  I n  addit ion ,  it wou ld  be i m portant that these 

1stitut ions em ploy more flexib le  and st imu lat i ng modern methodolog ies that better 

espond to the cogn it ive p rofi les of young people who encounter d ifficu l t ies in the 

radit iona l  system . 65 

)rograms for re i ncorporati ng young people i nto the education system 

These ado lescents requ i re specia l  support i n  academic ,  techn ical  and vocationa l  

l reas . These programs wou ld  need to i ncorporate cu l tura l  e lements and com ponents , 

"'h ich are determ i n i ng factors for ado lescent deve lopment and the i r  i ntegratio n  i nto the 

' 4  For exa m ple ,  i n  France, "a reas of pr iority education"  were estab l ished i n  1 98 1 . I n  order to 
l rov ide assistance to the educat iona l  i nstitutions in these areas, educators adapted to the local 
:ontex! were selected . Posit ions  were created with a professional  profi l e  specifical ly desig ned for 
hese institutions (see " La i n  M inc ,  La F ra nce de I 'An 2000" ,  p .  1 34) .  

; 5  I n  Costa R ica ,  some important i n it iat ives are beg inn ing  to be organ ized . These start with 
'ecru iti ng young  people from poor u rban s lums i nto sports and labor .  An example is  the exper ience 
jeveloped by the Salec ian Priests i n  Concepcion de Alajue l ita.  Another va luab le effort is that be ing 
jeveloped by Amigon iano Pr iests i n  Morav ia ,  wh ich is  geared towards ass ist ing ch i ld  and 
3dolescent offenders by prov id ing  them wi th  job tra in i ng .  
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l bor  market .  66 

pecia l ized programs for educators 

These programs would p rovide u n ivers ity- level tra in ing for teachers and pr inc ipa ls  

' ho  shou ld  work in  human deve lopment  programs re lated to poverty and socia l r isk .  

ome European cou ntr ies a l ready have experience with th is  type of educati on . 67 

lentor program 

Th is  p rogra m  is geared towards young people who,  due to the i r  specia l  ab i l it ies or 

ifficu lt ies i n  enter ing the educat ion system need extra support and stimu lus  from adu lts 

ri l l i ng  to contribu te to the i r  education . 

Creati ng  o r  expand ing on  the i n it iat ives descri bed wou ld  req u i re a g reat dea l  of 

conomic  and h u ma n  resources . Norma l ly ,  however, e lementa ry schoo ls and h igh  

chools i n  the most  depressed u rban areas suffer from serious l im itat ions i n  reso u rces . As 

: Iaud io  de M o u ra Castro , the Head of tne Socia l  Programs Div is ion  at the I nte r-American 

)eve lopment  Bank ,  po i nted out  " in some cit ies ,  poor d istricts spend , per student ,  a th i rd of 

1at invested in m idd le-class a reas . "68 I t  is paradoxical that these youths a re not  o n ly 

l For examp le ,  the Job Corps program be ing developed in Maine in the U n ited States is i n novative 
1 that it is geared towards he lp ing  young  people with few resources who h ave dropped out of the 
ducation system to acqu i re the inte l lectua l , social and labor ski l ls n eeded to better i ntegrate 
lemselves in to the job market . This program lasts two years and is based on a who l ly  new 
onception of learn i ng . It beg ins with a techn ical immersion process that captu res the in terest and 
�xcitement of you n g  peop le  affected by the obsolete focus of  schools and h igh  schools that  a re 
lnprepared to deal  with th is energy and need for hands-on learn ing .  

7 These programs shou ld  i nc lude efforts to develop professional profi les and posts with i n  the 
�ducation system that prov ide benefits and special  incentives for educators workin g  i n  i nstitutions 
hat  attend these popu lations .  

8 Claud io de Moura Castro , "Problemas de la  Educaci6n en America Latina" ,  i n  Educacion , 

�recimiento y Equidad ,  Qu ito, Ecuador:  Cordes- lOB ,  1 995 .  
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:u l tura l ly  d istant from modern society , but that the idea a lso exists that it i s  poss ib le to 

!ducate them with fewer resources . 

Budgetary and organ izationa l  l im itat ions create very serious problem s .  I n  add it ion , 

)rojects such as those a l ready ment ioned requ i re major investments that certa in  g roups 

nsist on viewing as s i m p le  " budgetary expenditures" in  the socia l  sector .  Moreover, these 

nvestments m ust be susta ined i n  the long-term if they are to be effective and bear fru it .  

rh is tends to be po l i t ica l ly unprofi table and d ifficu l t  to convert i nto rea l i ty .  I t  is  of utmost 

mportance that there be a socia l  consensus on the need to invest in educat ion and most 

)articu lar ly ,  m ajor  fu nds m u st be channe led to attend ing these populat ions that requ ire 

Jrgent interventions .  

The ro le  of  the government and pol i t ical  wi l l  is v ita l  i n  these c i rcum stances . 69 

\ccord ing to a recent su rvey carried out by the C I O ,  more than 70% of Costa R icans are 

lot s ign ificant ly concerned a bout reso lv ing the d ifficu lt ies of the underprive leged . 7o This 

ack of i nterest i n  those with greatest need must be compensated by govern ment  and civi l 

,ociety act ions with the v is ion and resou rces to support these actions .  

In  add i t ion , hav ing ava i lab le  resources is  not enoug h .  Priori t ies must  a lso be 

lefi ned wi th  c la rity and assurance .  I nvestments must be made i n  those projects that can 

9 I t  is a hopefu l s ign  that ,  i n  sp ite of the  controversy it has  ra ised , reforming Art ic le 78  of  the 
)ol it ical Constitut ion of Costa Rica, which makes it ob l igatory that 6% of the G N P  is  channeled to 
!ducation , has a l ready been approved by the first session of the Leg is lative Assembly .  

a Cloti lde Fonesca , " La C ris is  de la Sol idaridad" ,  p . 1 5 , La Naci6n, February 2 1 , 1 996 .  
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rov ide the g reatest benefits . Good i ntent ions do not a lways guarantee good resu lts . 7 1  

hus ,  it is  im portant that p rior i t ies be we l l  estab l ished so that the changes i ntroduced make 

poss ib le  to mod ify the educat iona l  env i ronment of schools and h igh  schools i n  these 

reas . Resu lts m ust be not o n ly effect ive , but a lso susta inab le .  

, A G U ID ING F RAM EWORK FOR FAC ING THESE N EW C HALLENGES 

Accord i ng to  the Convent ion on  the  Rights o f  t he  Ch i l d ,  t he  fundamental object ive 

f education  is "the deve lopment of the ch i ld 's  persona l ity ,  ta lents and mental and physica l  

b i l i t ies to their  fu l lest potent ia L "  For  th is  reason ,  basing educat ion for young people l iv ing 

I poverty so le ly  on  generati ng "work sk i l l s "  represents a reduction ist v is ion that ,  at its 

ase , is aga i nst the i r  h u m a n  rights . Therefore , it is  h igh ly i m portant that educat iona l  and  

::lcia l  programs for ch i l d ren  and young people l iv ing i n  poverty and at  socia l  risk  

ncom pass certa in  key pr inc i p les . 

The estab l ishment of "p rimary and secondary schools for the poor" m ust be avo ided at 

al l costs both in terms of the concept of education  as we l l  as the prov is ion of 

resources . Different iated act ions  e m ployed shou ld be enrich ing and geared towards 

ach iev ing equa l ity and  i ntegrat io n ,  n ot segregation .  

M i n ima l i st efforts towards so lut ions tha t  are designed to  produce cheap manua l  labor  

m ust be com bated .  Young peop le l iv ing i n  u rban poverty a re especia l ly at r isk of be ing 

A typical  case of  extens ive ,  yet  i nappropriate, i nvestment can be seen i n  the i n it iative i n  Kansas 
ity ,  M issou ri . By cou rt order ,  compensatory measures were made to groups sufferi ng from socia l  
nd rac ia l  d iscrim ination .  Th is i n it iat ive, known as the "the Taj Maha l  of ed ucation " ,  d id  not provide 
Ie hoped-for transformation i n  sp ite of the m i l l ions of dol lars invested in  infrastructure ,  technology 
nd "soph isticated ed ucationa l  materia ls  and cou rses . "  
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channeled i nto tra in i ng  options that desti ne them to ho ld rout ine jobs with l i tt le  

gratificat ion and bad pay .  

Solut ions must be sought  that combine a human ist and a prod uct iv ity-based approach . 

Emphasiz ing h u ma n  development must be the primary objective of educat io n .  

Education  shou ld  n o t  b e  objectified a n d  v iewed as a s imple i n p u t  for prod u ctivity , even 

though i t  i s  recogn ized that th is is  an essent ia l  factor for the materia l and sp i ri tua l 

survival of ind ivid ua ls . 

, What is cu rrent ly cons idered as "bas ic sk i l l s '  must be reeva luated i n  o rder  to p rovide 

the preparation needed for i ncorporation i n to the information  age . Other capab i l it ies to 

be developed i nclude prob lem resolut ion ,  flexi b i l i ty ,  the ab i l i ty to work i n  a g roup  as  

wel l  as h igh  leve ls of read i ng  comprehens ion and language deve lopment in  o rder  to 

insure flu id ora l  and written express ion . I n  add it ion ,  students need we l l-developed 

math sk i l l s  and must be able to make effective use of com puters and 

te lecommun ications . 72 

I The format ion of va lues and cit izensh ip  must be strengthened so that u rban youths 

develop a sense of belonging i n  the i r  commun ity and cou ntry and adopt the p ri n ci p les 

that under l ie Costa Rican nat iona l i ty .  

2 Richard Murmane and Frank  Levy . Teaching the New Basic Skills: Principles for Educating 

�hildren to Thrive in a Changing Economy, New York: Mart in Kessler Books , The Free Press , 1 996 
> .9 .  
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Priority must be g iven to chang ing the educationa l  env ironment and act ions over lega l  

and  adm in i strat ive reforms , even though  these latter e lements can  be a va luab le 

com plement .  

I NAL CONS IDERATI O N S  

Educat ion  i s  a cri t ica l  e lement fo r break ing the poverty cyc le .  For young peop le  

l ing in  urban poverty , educationa l  processes are defi n it ive in  the sense that  the i r  ab i l ity to  

lake a l ife wi l l  depend to a la rge extent on  how we l l  prepared they are for enteri ng into the 

rban job market . Th is  p rogressive i ncorporat ion requ i res not on ly  h igher  academic  leve ls , 

ut a lso increased socia l  and persona l  deve lopment , i m p roved com mun icati on sk i l l s , 

reater ag i l ity and ease i n  manag ing  cu ltural  aspects , i nc lud ing general as we l l  as d ig ita l 

�chno logy which i s  characterized by the speed with wh ich it changes . Current ly these are 

niversity- Ievel ski l l s , but  it wi l l  be increas ing ly  necessary for h igh-schoo l  students of a l l  

Dcia l  c lasses to possess the m .  

Ear ly a n d  appropriate i nvestment i n  the education  o f  com ing generat ions is  t h e  on ly  

ray  for futu re e l im inat ion  of the dependency that the poor deve lop on  government .  Jess ie 

ackson ,  the we l l -known preacher and po l i t ic ian i n  the U n ited States , d ramat ica l ly 

u m marized th is  s i tuat io n  when he  stated that " I t  i s  cheaper to send someone to Yale , than 

) send h i m  to ja i l . "  

A s  Albert Camus  po i nted out , " poverty is  a fortress without a d rawbridge . "  

:ducat ion can a n d  m ust act a s  th is  d rawbridge . Therefore ,  i t  is  o f  the utmost i m po rtance 

)f society as a who le  to support th is  act ion and provide the human and econom ic  
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esources needed to make rap id  progress in  th is  process of soc ia l  i ntegrat ion  and 

,trengthen ing  of human rights .  
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I NTRO D U CTION 

" . . .  the tenderness of all words passed through the dewdrop illusions of my native tongue . " 
(Pat Conroy ,  p . 259) 

Wh i le  i t  may be argued that the written word has an intri ns ic  value i n  and of itself 

regard less of how it is  ass im i l ated or  used , texts are natura l ly enriched by the presence 

and part ic i pat io n  of the reader .  The reader is the sounding board ,  gauge and rec ip ient of 

a l l  types of works , rang ing from c lass ica l l ite ratu re to instruct ion manua ls .  Trans lat ion 

expands the poss ib i l i t ies and uses of written texts by widen ing the i r  readersh ip .  I t  is a 

bridge over the a byss of incom prehens ib i l i ty and a veh ic le for transm itt ing informat ion ,  

ideas and va lues . 

The text se lected for trans lat ion and the object of the Memo i r  of the G raduat ion 

Project is  a book orig i na l ly  pub l ished i n  Span ish  entit led : Adolescencia, derechos de la 

niflez y pobreza urbana en Costa Rica. 1 The object of th is  project is to fu lfi l l  the 

requ i rements set fo rth by the School  of Language and Literatu re and thus be e l ig ib le  to 

rece ive the degree of licenciatura i n  t rans lat ion (Span ish-Eng l i sh ) . 

The orig i na l  vers ion of th is  text was produced as a jo int  effort between the office of 

Un ited Nat ions C h i ld ren 's Fund ( U N I C E F) in Costa Rica and the U n ited N at ions Centre for 

Human Sett lements ( U NCHS) . The goa l  of the orig ina l  document is " " . to  promote debate 

on the re lat i onsh ip  between recent u rban ization and the appearance of poor ch i ld-

adolescent sectors i n  u rban areas .  I t  is  a lso designed to contri bute to the deve lopment of  

a conceptua l  framework for rights-based socia l  po l ic ies geared towards ch i ld ren and 

adolescents . "  ( p . 9 ) .  The trans lat ion i nto Eng l ish was so l icited for th is  same purpose . 

1 U N I C E F ,  U N C H S  ( HAB ITAT) , Ado/escencia, derechos de /a niiiez y pobreza urbana en Costa 
Rica, U N I C EF ,  San Jose,  1 997 .  
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This is a book- length docu ment comprised of a genera l  presentation  and 

)duction of the topic ,  a ser ies of art ic les coveri ng a range of interre lated subjects and a 

t ion on specific  projects , p roposa ls  and i n it iat ives be ing  carried out in  Costa Rica . The 

cific a rt ic les appear ing i n  the book are as fo l l ows : 

I ntegratio n ,  Human  Rig hts and Soc ia l  Po l i cy in  the Context of U rban Poverty ; 

Pol ic ies That Add i  ess Poverty i n  U rban Com m u n it ies ; 

Recent U rban izat ion and the Qua l i ty of L ife of Ado lescents at H igh  Socia l  R isk ;  

Ch i ld-Adolescent Labor and  the Rig hts of Boys,  G i rls  and Ado lescents ; 

Educationa l  Cha l lenges Fac ing Poor Urban Youths ;  

The Rig hts a n d  Reproductive Health o f  U rban Ado lescents ; a n d  

The Status o f  Ado lescents i n  Confl i ct With t h e  Crim ina l  Law: T h e  New M ode l  for 

Juven i le  Crim ina l  Justice i n  Costa R ica 

:h art ic le fo l l ows an estab l ished format ,  which i ncl udes an i ntroduct ion (wh ich m ay or  

{ not be  specifica l ly l abe led as such) , a po i nt-by-po int breakdown of  the  top ic  be ing 

I ressed and a conclus ion .  A l l  of the conc lus ions offer not  on ly  a summary of the ideas 

sented i n  the art ic le , but  a lso  recommendat ions for future act ions .  In  add it ion ,  nearly a l l  

he artic les inc lude a separate b ib l iography ,  wh ich app l ies on ly  to that  specific text . 

IS ,  there is no general  b ib l i ography for the book as a who le .  

! project s , proposals and i n it i at ives presented i n  the book are as fo l l ows : 

Experience s  with Young Peop le i n  a M arg ina l  U rban Ne ighborhood : The Appl icatio n  of 

a Human Development Strategy for Young People at H ig h  Soc ia l  R isk ;  

An I nnovative Experience i n  Adolescent Health Care i n  Poor U rban Areas :  Pavas 

C l i n i c .  
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I n  addit ion , five annexes a re i ncl uded at the end of the book:  

• Chi ldren H ave the R ight  To G row U p  i n  an Enrich ing Env i ronment ;  

• PROM ECU M :  Program fo r I m prov ing the Qua l ity of Education and Life i n  M a rg ina l  

U rban Commun it ies ; 

• HAB ITAT I I :  Summit of the Cit ies ,  Un ited Nat ions Conference on Human Sett lements ; 

• COOPESALLJ D  R . L . : An I n novative Experience i n  U rban Health Care ;  

• Comprehens ive Care M ode l  for Ado lescent Rights i n  R inc6n Grande de Pavas .  

I n  order to com ply w i th  the standards establ ished by  the U n ivers idad N aciona l  

regard ing the length of the text  to be trans lated for the Graduat ion Project ,  on ly  se lected 

articles and sect ions of text a re inc luded .  I n  order to avo id any poss ib le  confus ion , the 

page num bers for references to the trans lat ion correspond to those in the G rad uat ion 

Project ,  not those of the pub l ished vers ion  of the trans lat ion .  

U N I C E F-Costa Rica o rig i na l ly req uested t he  trans lat ion o f  t h i s  text i n  Apri l  1 998 

because of its importance in the f ie ld of ch i ld  rights and adolescence i n  part icu lar .  This is 

an emerg ing subject a rea for th is i nternat iona l  organ ization .  The des i re to have th is same 

work ava i lab le  i n  Eng l i sh  stems from the growing i nterest to share i nformat ion and learn 

from the experiences of countries i n  both the Americas and Europe.  By augment ing the 

potentia l  readersh ip  of th is book, th is  goal  becomes more access ib le .  

I n  add i t ion  to the pract ica l  i m portance of th is  trans lat io n ,  it is  a lso va luab le to the fie ld 

of trans lat ion stud ies i n  genera l .  Trans lat ing th is  work offered a series of cha l lenges to be 

reso lved . The techn iques and thought  processes i nvo lved have the potent ia l  to be of g reat 

use to other trans lators in both academ ic and profess iona l  terms .  

For  examp le ,  the trans lat ion was req uested as a profess iona l  work with i n  a fa i rly 

specific  fie ld . Thus ,  it emp loys a specific  set of term ino logy ,  i . e . , that of i nternat iona l  

organ izations  ( U N I C E F ,  i n  th i s  case) . Th is  was a key e lement i n  deve lop ing the trans lat ion 
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der d iscussio n ,  g iven that the cand idate d id  not have a s ing le and re l iab le  source of 

ormat ion in Eng l i sh .  For th is  reason ,  it was necessary to design a rev is ion and learn ing 

5tem in  a m i n i m u m  amount of t ime .  I t  shou ld  be ment ioned that a t  the outset of the 

nslat ion project, the cand idate had a l ready been worki ng as a trans lat ion consu ltant at 

J I C E F-Costa Rica fo r s ix month s .  D u ring that t i m e  period ,  certa in  i nform at ion was 

;eived or certa i n  term ino logy became fam i l i a r  that was not necessari ly  the best opt ion .  

erefo re , a la rge part o f  t he  effort i n  deve lop ing  a term i no logy base was decid ing what 

nstituted a set term and which sources were the best and most re l iab le .  

Deve lop ing a system of th is type p roved to be a un ique experience,  part icu lar ly 

cause of the decis ion-making p rocesses i nvo lved and the cand idate's am biguous ro le 

the trans lator at U N I C E F .  On the one hand , it cou ld  be sa id that the cand idate was 

Irki ng as a staff trans lator .  However, there were none of the advantages that Geoffrey 

Im uelsson-Brown ment ions in h i s  book ent it led A Practical Guide for Translators. This 

thor states that the advantages of be ing a staff trans lator inc lude the opportun ity to 

ve lop  work ski l l s  u nder  the carefu l eye of an  experienced trans lator o r  ed itor ,  access to 

:tionaries and reference materia l s ,  and the opportun ity to d iscuss trans lat ions and 

change ideas i n  way that is  norm a l ly not poss ib le for a freelance trans lator .  In the 

�sent case,  these observations had n o  pract ica l  app l icati on ,  g iven that there were no 

ler  trans lators to mon itor  o r  d iscuss the trans lat ion process.  In addit i on ,  the reference 

3teria ls  ava i l ab le d id  not go beyond med iocre b i l i ngua l  d ictionaries . 

Moreover, it wou ld  a lso not be poss ib le  to c lass ify th is  trans lat ion as a free lance project 

cause the candidate had to fo l l ow u p  on  the process unt i l the fi na l  vers ion  of the 

lns lat ion was pub l ished , often address ing aspects that fe l l  outs ide of the fie ld of 

lns lat i on .  (Th is aspect is  d iscussed in g reater deta i l  in Chapter Three . )  

Two g lossaries were deve loped a s  part o f  the trans lat ion process a n d  are inc l uded i n  

� memoi r . The fi rst i s  a reader's  g lossary o f  acronyms t o  a i d  i n  u nderstand ing the 
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llyriad references made i n  the text . The second is a trans lator 's g lossary ,  whose scope 

�oes beyond that of the trans lat ion inc l uded i n  this G raduat ion Project .  G iven that  the 

:ermino logy research carried out by the candidate at U N I C E F  was an ongo ing process ,  

terms from other  re l ated fie lds are inc l uded that  do not  necessar i ly  appear  i n  the 

trans lation .  Th u s ,  g iven the genera l  and  aggregate nature of  th is  g l ossary ,  i t  cou ld  be a 

very va luab le  too l  for other trans lators .  

The Memo i r  o f  t h e  G raduat ion Project is made up  o f  three chapters . T h e  fi rst 

:l iscusses the bas ic prem ises and backg round of the text and offers a genera l  ana lysis of 

its extratextua l  and int ratextua l  e lements ,  as per the conceptua l  framework deve loped by 

Christiane Nord .  S pecific exam ples fro m the text are provided for i l l ustrative purposes.  

Fo l lowing th is is  a d iscussion of t rans lat ion theory,  h igh l ight ing the theories of Peter 

Newmark and that o rig i nated by Dan ica Seleskovitch at the Ecole superieure d ' i nterpretes 

et de traducteurs (ES IT) at the U n iversite de Paris I I I .  The compar ison between these two 

schools of thought  is  used to eva l uate the app l icab i l i ty of trans lat ion theory to trans lat ion i n  

general and to the trans lat ion  under  review i n  part icu lar .  An art ic le by Betty H owe l l ,  a 

trans lation  professor at Georgetown U n ivers ity , is a lso eva luated because of its pract ica l  

import and specia l  re levance to the process fo l l owed i n  deve lop ing  the candidate's 

translat ion . 

The second chapter focuses o n  the prob lems re lated to inst itut iona l  term i n o logy ,  with 

an emphas is  on acronyms and the particu lar  d ifficu lt ies encountered in trans lat ing the m .  

One o f  the u n i q u e  aspects o f  th is  e lement  is  the evo l ut ion o f  acronyms ,  g iven that they are 

norma l ly cons idered to be static terms .  The reader's and trans lator's  g l ossaries are 

included i n  th is  chapter. 

The th i rd chapter d iscusses trans lat i on ,  rev is ion and pub l icat ion processes and 

systems .  Th is  encom passes various i nterre lated e lements ,  such as the need for constant 
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w-up  i n  a l l  stages of the trans lat ion ,  des ign ing and selecting a rev is ion process when 

< ing alone, and d ifferent iat ing between usefu l and i rre levant or  fa lse i nformat io n .  

I n  conclus io n ,  t h e  text se lected lends itself extremely wel l  t o  a detai led ana lys i s ,  wh ich 

' ides im port:lnt and i nnovative contribut ions to trans lat ion stud ies .  Relevant aspects of  

process inc lude an  eva luat ion of i ntra and extratextua l  factors for g reater c larity , a 

ussion of trans lat ion  theory ,  the creat ion of research and term ino logy and rev is ion 

ems,  and the evo l ut ion of acronyms through usage and how to trans late those with no 

�qu ivalent .  
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: HAP T E R  ONE 

'EXT ANALYSIS AND OVE RVIEW OF TH E TRANSLATION 

The text chosen for t rans lat ion and the framework of reference for the 

xrespond ing memo i r  was Adolescencia, derechos de la nifJez y pobreza urbana en 

osta Rica. The forego ing  t i t le is the name of the orig ina l  work, which was subsequent ly 

anslated into Eng l i sh  as Adolescence, Child Rights and Urban Poverty in Costa Rica. 

l iven the nature and com plexity of the document being cons idered , the trans lat ion 

rocess,  strictly speaki n g ,  cou ld  be co ns idered a m isnomer i n  that th is  encompassed a 

ider range of concepts . Outs ide of trans lat i on ,  the two lead i ng com ponents of th is  

rocess were text ana lys is of  the or ig ina l  document and rev is ion of the trans lated 

::lcument .  Th is  latter aspect wi l l  be add ressed in deta i l  fu rther on in  the memoi r. 

With regard to the former,  the concept of text ana lys is was div ided i nto two 

assificat ions :  extratextua l  and i ntratextua l  factors .  Th is  de l ineat ion is based on 

hrist iane N ord 's  Text Analysis in Translation. Although the document  to be trans lated 

as ana lyzed beforehand ,  i t  shou ld  not be assumed that th is  process was carr;ed out 

:rict ly fo l l owing the p recepts of N ord . S ince the purpose of th is  text ana lysis was to 

lprove the overa l l  qua l ity of the trans lat ion and insure that it be com pleted in a t imely 

lanner ,  the ana lys is had to be carried out  as effic ient ly as possib le .  Th is  meant focusing 

1 1y on the factors of text ana lys is  that were key to th is  trans lat i on .  Moreover, these 

spects were not exam i ned sequentia l l y ,  but rather s imu ltaneous ly as a set of i nterre lated 

Jncepts . For examp le ,  i n  her descr ipt ion of extratextua l  factors ,  Nord d ifferentiates 

8tween the sender's i ntent ion  and the motive for com m u n icat io n .  I n  exam in ing  the 

resent text before trans lat i ng i t ,  th is forma l  demarcat ion was deemed unnecessa ry s ince 

Ie two concepts were so c losely i ntertwined as to be ind ist i ngu ishab le .  Nonetheless , 
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given the s im i l a ri t ies of the i nd iv idua l  ana lysis and Nord's format and based on the need to 

define and c lassify th is  i nformation , it was decided that th is  structu re wou ld  serve as a 

conceptual  framework for lend ing clarity and coherence to the i nformation  to be p resented . 

Accord ing  to Nord ,  ana lyzi ng extratextual factors enco mpasses : 

. . .  enq u i ri ng  about  the a uthor or  sender of the text (who?) ,  the sender's i ntent ion 
(what for? ) ,  the addressee o r  recip ient the text i s  d i rected at ( to whom?) ,  the 
med i u m  or  channe l  the text is commun icated by (by wh ich med ium?) ,  the p lace 
(where?)  and time (when?)  of text prod uction  and text receptio n ,  and the motive 
(why)  for commun icat ion .  (Nord ,  p . 36 )  

Along these l i nes ,  the a uthors or  senders of  the text a re the office of U N I C E F  i n  

Costa R ica and the  U n ited Nat ions Centre for Human Settlements ( U N CHS) .  Th is  e lement  

proved to be i mportant because i t  i mmed iately ind icated the poss ib i l ity of i nst i tutiona l  

termino logy and acronyms that  wou ld be used i n  the text . A long these l i nes ,  i t  shou ld  be 

mentioned aga in  that the book,  Ado/escencia, derechos de la nifJez y pobreza urbana en 

Costa Rica, is  actua l ly a co l lection  of a rt ic les written by d ifferent authors .  Th is  facet 

provided the trans lator with the cha l lenge of making the sty les and language usage of 

these various authors cohesive with the overa l l  framework and purpose of the book as a 

whole .  I n  certa in  i nstances,  the lexical characteristics of the ind iv id ua l  authors were 

mainta i ned . The i ntroduct ion of the book states that :  

With regard to the terms "ch i l d , "  ado lescent" and "young peop le" as we l l  as  the i r  
correspond ing age brackets , i t  shou ld be poi nted out  that  these a re based on 
criteria that  vary accord ing to  d iscip l i ne and even to conti nent .  The refore , the 
authors have been a l l owed to use the terms most conven ient  for the i r  p u rposes,  
mak ing su re that the term inology i n  each artic le is c lear (pp .  1 1 - 1 2) .  

Thus ,  when trans lat ing t h e  terms emp loyed b y  t h e  authors i n  reference t o  these age 

groups ,  the term ino logy system of each one of them was ma inta ined . 
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The senders' i ntentio n  is to d issem inate information regard ing  the state of ch i ldren 

md adolescents i n  Costa Rica , with a particu la r  emphas is on  ado lescents and recent 

rends in u rban poverty . 

It is expected that the readersh i p  of the trans lated text w i l l  be personne l  with i n  the 

Jn ited Nations  system and other profess iona ls  in re lated fie lds .  Therefore , the trans lator 

lad to accou nt for and defi ne the inst itut iona l  acronyms used i n  the text. I n  add i t ion , the 

rans lation was requested in o rder to broaden the readersh ip  of the text . For this reason ,  

�are had to be taken to inc lude explanat ions and defin it ions of strict l y  reg iona l  concepts . 

:or examp le ,  the orig ina l  text inc l udes a tab le deta i l ing some of the ind icators of the status 

)f poor ch i l d ren in u rban a reas .  

fhe tab le inc ludes the fo l l owing l i ne :  

'Jriginal text in Spanish 

SALUD 
Yo s in seguro E y M 
:UN ICEF ,  U NC H S ,  p . 30) 

Translated text in English 

H EALTH 
% without i nsurance for s ickness and 
m atern ity 
(p . 2 1 ) 

I\s can be seen i n  the a bove case , the concept expressed i n  the orig ina l  text i n  Span ish 

nad to be expanded and defi ned i n  o rder  to offset the fact that  the readers of the o rig ina l  

vers ion are assumed to be we l l  i nformed about  the Costa R ican health-care system .  This 

imp l ied that the trans lator h ad fi rst to ga i n  a g reater understand ing of th is same system.  

Th is necessity was part icu l a rly reflected i n  the fact that ,  without th is  knowledge,  "segura E 

Y M' cou ld  eas i ly  and log ica l ly have been trans lated as " insurance for s ickness and  death . "  

What Nord defines as the t ime o f  text product ion a n d  text recept ion p l ayed a very 

important ro le  i n  the text ana lys i s ,  trans lat ion and revis ion processes.  The text i n  S pan ish 

was pub l ished i n  1 997 .  G iven the amount of t ime i nvo lved in  produc ing a pub l icat ion and 

the need for in te r-agency coord inat ion i n  th is  specific instance , the i nd iv idua l  a rt ic les were 

subm itted long before the text went to pub l icat ion .  The trans lat ion o f  t h e  text was not 
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requested unti l M a rch 1 998 and was subm itted in  Apri l  1 998 ,  on the assumpt ion that the 

lengthy pub l ication  process wou ld  be im med iately undertaken at  that po int .  However ,  

s ince we l l  over a year had e lapsed between the comp let ion of the art ic les and the 

subm iss ion of  the trans lat io n ,  some of the informat ion  in  the orig ina l  text was no  l onger 

considered cu rrent .  N onethe less , the candidate was ob l igated to reflect the orig i na l  

t imeframe of  the  art ic le .  

I t  shou ld  be po i nted out that tr.e author of the artic le ent i t led "Ch i ld-Adolescent 

Labor and the R ights of Boys,  G i rls and Ado lescents" subsequent ly req uested that 

modificat ions be made i n  the trans lat ion because there had been sweep ing  changes i n  the 

Costa Rican lega l  system between the t ime he subm itted h is  work for comp i lat ion and 

pub l ication and the pub l ication  of the trans lat ion .1 Th is resu lted i n  cons iderab le  de lays in  

the overa l l  trans lat ion process and necess itated in-depth mod ificat ions to the text. I n  fact , 

the changes themselves had to be later altered so that they were i n  keep ing with the 

overa l l  context of the art ic le .  

The fina l  e lement that Nord mentions ,  that of the motive for com m u n icat io n ,  is  

accord ing to th is  author " the sum tota l of i nformat ion obtained about these i ntratextua l  

factors may provide an answer to the last questio n ,  wh ich  concerns the fu nct ion the text 

can ach ieve . . .  " ( No rd ,  p . 36) . Th is observat ion ho lds  true for the present text . By tak ing 

into account these factors ,  it can be concluded that the motive for comm un icat ion i s  very 

much re lated to the sender's  i ntent io n ,  that is to foster debate on recent u rban izat ion  and 

how i t  re lates to ch i l d ren wh i le  focus ing on the rights of ch i l d ren and adolescents . Th is  

I Since the  trans lat ion sti l l  had  no t  gone  to  press,  t he  author presented the  cand idate with a l i s t  of 
changes that shou ld and would be i ncl uded in the orig ina l  text were it to be repri nted . Essentia l ly , 
the author wanted to in form the reader about the adoption of the Ch i ld and Adolescent Code i n  
Costa R ica. T h i s  new leg is lat ion was ratified on February 6 ,  1 998 (nearly o n e  year after t h e  orig ina l  
article had been written ) .  I t  sets the  lega l  work ing age at 1 5  in  a l l  cases and prov ides specia l  
protect ion measures for work ing teens  between the ages of 1 5  and 1 8 . 
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element is comp lemented by the other  extratextua l  e lements prev ious ly  d iscussed , thus 

yield ing a comp lete panorama of the text to be trans lated . 

With regard to the intratextua l  factors of text ana lys is ,  Nord states that:  

I ntratextua l  factors a re ana lysed by enqu i ring  about the subject m atter in the text 
dea ls with (on what subject matter? ) ,  the i nformation or  content p resented in the 
text (what? ) ,  the knowledge p resu pposit ions made by the author  (what not? ) ,  the 
composit ion or  construction  of the text ( in what order? ) ,  the non- l ingu ist ic or 
para l i ngu ist ic e lements acco m pany ing the text (us ing which non-verba l 
e lements?) ,  the lexica l  characterist ics ( i n  wh ich words?)  and  syntact ic  structures 
( in  what k ind of sentences?)  found  in the text , and the supraseg mental  features of 
intonat ion and prosody ( i n  wh ich tone?) .  (Nord ,  p . 37 )  

The pr ior  ana lys is of  the extratextua l  e lements proved to  be the key i n  determin ing 

the exact nature of  the text's subject matter. At  th is  juncture ,  i t  shou ld  be ment ioned that 

the ana lyt ica l structure proposed by N o rd states that "the extratextua l  factors a re ana lysed 

before read ing the text , s i mp ly  by observing the s ituat ion in  which the text i s  used . "  ( Nord ,  

p .37) Specifica l ly speaking ,  the text's genera l  subject matter focuses on  ch i ld rig hts , 

emphasiz ing those of ado lescents , and  on  u rban poverty . Bear ing i n  m ind  that the 

document is  a serious of a rtic les written by various authors ,  it can be stated that there a re 

severa l separate , but in terre lated , subjects . Examp les inc lude :  com m u n i ty structu res ;  ch i ld  

labor;  at-r isk ado lescents ; educat ion ;  reprod uctive health ; and j uven i l e  crim i na l  just ice . 

The text presupposes a certa i n  degree of knowledge on the reader's part .  Th is  

includes certa in  references to nat iona l  concepts and institut ions  un ique to Costa Rica . 

Thus,  these aspects had to be accounted for when deve lop ing the trans latio n .  One way of 

doing so was to i nclude a reader's g l ossary with the trans lation , wh ich served to define 

some of these ideas.  Th is concept w i l l  be d iscussed in  greater deta i l  later  on  i n  the 

memoir .  

Also of part icu la r  importance i n  trans lat ing the text were the lex ica l  characterist ics 

and syntact ic structures i n  certa i n  sect ions  of the text . For examp le ,  i n  the artic le ent it led 

"Recent Urban ization and the Qua l ity of Life of Adolescents at  H igh  Social  R isk , "  the 
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Jtho r  inc ludes excerpts from actua l  adolescents' remarks concern ing the i r  fee l i ngs  on  

e i r  neighborhoods and the various  prob lems found there. In these excerpts , the author  

ade an attem pt to  rep roduce s peech i n  written form , incorporating  the adolescents' sty le  

: speaking as wel l  as the pauses and repetit ions common i n  s peech . Be low is  a n  

<ample from t h e  o rig ina l  text and t h e  trans lation ,  wh ich i l l ustrates th is  phenomen o n .  

Orig i nal  Text 

Primero ,  yo creo q ue hay mucho 
n ino  que trabaja ,  luego hay muchos 
ladrones i n  San Jose, hay mucha 
gente corrupta en San  Jose,  s in  
sena lar  m uchos puntos porque por  
ah r  tambien estim los n i nos y las  
n inas que son agred idos todos los 
d ras por la  gente , las  n inas  que se 
prostituyen es todo un  p rob lema . . . .  
Luego esta l a  otra ca ra d e  la  
moneda que son los carteristas que 
se Ie  l Iaman en San Jose .  La m isma 
po l ida a veces "choricea" con la  
gente ,  en fi n ,  un  mont6n de 
prob lemas mas:  e l  h u mo de los 
buses afecta los pu l mones y la capa 
de ozono .  Tambien hay mucha 
canti na en San J ose ,  4 0 5 p le itos en 
cada canti na ,  borrachos ti rados .  Eso 
tambien es un  p rob lema que afecta 
mucho ( M inor  Alvarado) .  
( U N I CEF ,  U N C H S, p . 5 1 ) 

Trans lated Text 

F i rst of a l l ,  I th ink  that a lot of k ids 
work; a lso there are a lot  of th ieves i n  
San Jose ;  there a re a lot  of corrupt 
people i n  San J ose ,  and l itt le g i rl s  and 
boys get  attacked everyday.  Young 
g i rls prosti tut ing themselves is  a b ig  
prob lem.  Then  there is  the  other  s ide  
of the  co i n ,  wh i ch a re the p ickpockets 
as they a re ca l led in San J ose .  
Sometimes the po l ice take b ri bes . 
There are a lso  a bunch of other 
prob lems:  the smoke from buses 
affects your l ungs and the ozone layer .  
There are a lso a lot of bars i n  San 
J ose and fou r  or five fights i n  every 
bar, d runks ly ing a round . Th is  i s  a l so  
a b ig  prob lem ( M i no r  Alvarado ) .  
( p .  46) 

Reprod uc ing th is concept i n  the trans lat ion proved to be h ig h ly cha l leng i ng ,  ca l l i ng  

Ito p lay q uestions  of reg ister,  term ino logy and syntax .  In  the o rig ina l  text , the author  

ttempts to  convey the i nforma l i ty of the adolescent's speech by not  strictly employ ing the 

J les of formal g rammar. For examp le ,  the sentence " . . .  es todo un  prob lema . . .  Luego 

sta l a  otra cara . . .  " shou ld i nclude a period after 'prob lema . '  H owever, i n  a n  effort to 

�produce the flow of spoken  language,  the author opted not to d o  so .  I n  the  trans lat io n ,  

l is techn ique was not dup l icated , based on the idea that mod itx i ng  syntax w a s  not a 

uccessfu l techn ique for ach iev ing the overa l l  goa l .  Rather ,  when trans lat ing the text, i t  
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Quid be seen that the i rregu l a r  syntactic structu res interfered with read ing i t .  By weigh ing  

l is flaw against the perceived benefi ts of th is  techn ique ,  i t  was decided that the la tter  were 

Q min ima l  as to be , non-existent .  

With rega rd to term i n o logy ,  the word "choricea" p roved to be h igh ly  cha l leng ing .  

lea l ly ,  t he  goa l  was  to  fi nd a word from Eng l i sh  s lang  tha t  i s  common ly used by teens and 

arries the  exact same semant ic  we ight and ci rcumstances of usage. However, th i s  was 

ot poss ib le .  Some of the opt ions not chosen were : "swind le" ;  "scam" ;  and "trick . "  The 

rst was rejected because it refers to a forma l crime .  The second , which was very nearly  

e lected , was not chosen beca use "scam" seems to i m p ly a type of forma l  structure . The 

trength of th is opt ion was that  i t  is s langy and l i ke ly  to be used by teens .  "Trick" was not 

sed in  the trans lat ion because it was deemed to be too genera l .  

The word "bribe" w a s  fi na l ly se lected after a g reat deal  o f  thought .  The 

hortcoming of th is  opt ion i s  that i t  is not  s lang . H owever, neither is it so  forma l  nor  

ncommon that  i t  wou ld  not be used in  everyday speech . I n  semant ic terms ,  it was the 

losest equ ivalent of a l l  the other  options .  

I n  the  orig ina l  text, the  term appears i n  q uotes to denote the use of a reg iona l  term . 

hese quotes were not ma inta i ned in  the trans lat ion beca use the term i n  Eng l ish  is very 

luch part of the standard vernacu lar .  

The reg ister emp loyed i n  the o rig ina l  passage is  that of informal  and unp lanned 

peech . Reproduc ing th is  aspect req u i red a carefu l revis ion  of the trans latio n ,  wh i le  try ing 

) imag ine exactly what the average teen wou ld be l i ke ly  to say i n  Eng l i sh . For exa m ple ,  

1 an ear l ier vers ion of the trans lat ion ,  "borrachos t irados" was trans lated as "d runk  peop le  

l ing about . "  Th is  trans lat ion was rejected g iven the un l i ke l i hood that  an  adolescent  wou ld  

se th is  type of ph rase .  Thu s ,  the fina l  tra ns lat ion was "d run ks ly ing a round . "  

I n  addi t ion to the  p re-tra ns lat ion text ana lys is carried out ,  ment ion should a lso be  

1ade of the  ro le trans lat ion theory p layed i n  the  translat ion process .  When considering 

1 08 



l is aspect, emphas is  was p laced on the writi ngs of Peter Newma rk as wel l  as  those by 

arious authors who subscribe to the school  of thought espoused by the Ecol e  superieure 

' interpretes et de traducteu rs (ES IT) at the U n iversite de Par is I I I .  The ongo ing debate 

etween these two apparent ly confl ictin g  sources p roved to be a n  interesting  foundat ion 

x a thorough  ana lys is of trans lat ion theory and its va l id ity. 

In genera L  terms, the theory of the l atter is what is  known as " i nterpreti ng  to 

·ans late" which was orig inated by Dan ica Seleskovitch . The overrid ing concept stems 

·om the idea that  trans lat ion i nvolves a type of meta-process very s im i l a r  to that seen in  

lterpretation .  L i ke the in terpreter, the trans lator absorbs the o rig i n a l ,  p rocesses i t  and 

len reprodu ces i t .  

In  h is  a rt ic le ent it led "Le Froment  de sens ,  la pa i l le  des m ots" , Jean Del is le ,  a 

lrofessor at  the Un ivers ity of Ottawa and ardent supporter of Seleskovitch , sharp ly 

:riticizes the theories of N ewmark.  Th is  a uthor ma i nta ins that  trans lat ion means search ing 

Dr  the most perfect coi ncidence between a n  idea and i ts  formu lat ion i n  terms of both 

tense and express ion .  He continues ,  stat ing that the  trans lator must endeavor to 

nCurporate the structure of thought threaded th rough the words on paper ,  rather  than 

naking the trans lat ion cont ingent on  the words themselves . De l i s le  compares th is  theory 

'lith the ideas set forth by Newmark, cla im ing  that th is  author p rofesses a systemat ic  and 

�ven dogmat ic type of l i tera l i sm and is  a n  adherent of the 'cu l t  of words'  (De l i s le ,  p . 62-63) .  

Newmark responds by saying tha t  he is  " . . .  somewhat o f  a l i tera l is t ,  because I a m  

'Dr truth a n d  accuracy" (Newmark ,  p . x i ) .  He  counters the idea o f  t h e  overrid ing  i m portance 

Jf thought by c la im ing that the authors from the Par is school a re promoting a fa lse i mage 

Jf  translation  in ignoring the i mportan ce of words .  

Many trans lators say you shou ld  never trans late words ,  you trans late sentences or 
ideas or messages . I th i nk  they a re foo l i ng  themselves. The SL cons ists of words ,  
that  i s  a l l  that  there i s  on  the page . 
(Newmark, pp .36-37)  
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By study ing the wri t ings of Newmark and contrasti ng them with those of the authors 

hat su bscribe to Se leskovitch 's  theory ,  it can be seen that both ra ise va l i d  po ints and are 

l igh ly effective i n  counteract ing the arguments of the other.  For examp le ,  Newmark's 

: Ia im that "more words are more or  less context-free than most people imag ine . "  

Newm ark, p . 34) , see m s  part icu la rly re levant in  that i n  an im perfect world , context is not 

I lways necessar i ly  ava i l ab le .  Wh i le  the arguments of the Paris schoo l  seem extremely 

'a luab le in  their  search to ma inta in  the overa l l  semant ic i m po rt of a text and ass ign the 

rans lator a more proact ive ro le ,  they can tend to be somewhat myth ica l  and fa r-fetched . 

3y the same toke n ,  those of Newm ark at t imes appear to be overly stri ngent and 

mbend ing . Need less to say ,  both sets of specia l i sts d raw important conc l us ions ,  and it is 

)oss ib le to g lean va l uab le  i nformatio n  from them a l l .  

Moreover, i t  cou ld  a l so  be conc l uded that t he  very stridency o f  t he  comments 

!xchanged and somewhat exaggerated d isda in on both sides are not only the cause of the 

lebate , but a lso the resu l t  of it .  

These o bservations  notwithstand ing ,  the fundamental  q uestion of how the 

uxtaposit ion of these theories re lates to the trans lat ion project at hand sti l l  rema ins .  I t  

; hou ld  be ment ioned that wh i le  Newmark and the Paris schoo l  freely crit ic ize one 

mother's trans lat ion theor ies ,  they make no ment ion of the actua l  trans lat ions prod uced 

lpply ing these theories . Th is  ca l l s  i nto quest ion the nature of the re lat ionsh ip  between 

rans lat ion and trans lat ion  theory ,  h igh l i ght ing the very app l icab i l i ty and usefu l ness of the 

atter i n  deve lop ing  the former.  

Based on  the research carried out on the debate descri bed , no ment ion was found 

)f  com ments specifica l l y  re lated to trans lat ions p roduced by e i ther  Newmark or  any of  the 

::>aris schoo l .  At  n o  po int do  Seleskovitch's supporters make the argument that the 

)erceived flaws i n  Newm ark's theory are reflected i n  h i s  trans lat ions .  The reverse is  a lso 

rue .  Th is  wou l d  lead one to be l ieve that the shortcom ings o r  strengths of trans lat ion 
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theory are not necessa ri ly  rep resented i n  trans lat ions themselves . By extens ion ,  it fo l l ows 

that the re lationsh ip  between trans lat ion theory and the translat ion p rocess is  dub ious .  

Although these two confl i cti ng  theories a re h igh ly interest ing and spur a g reat dea l  

of reflection on trans lat ion and h ow it re lates to l i ngu ist ic phenomena ,  they do not offer  a 

wel l-defined view of trans lat ion as a p rocess ,  rather than a concept. Along these l i nes , a n  

article written b y  Betty Howel l , a trans lat ion professor at Georgetown U n ivers i ty ,  p roved to 

be very usefu l .  She opens the text by stati ng that :  

This is not theory ,  no  abstract v iew of meta language,  no exp lanat ion of what 
happens ,  but  s imply how to d o  i t .  
I n  more than fifteen years of experience doing trans lat ion and eight years of trying 
to teach i t ,  I have developed a method of trans lat ing that I know works . I t  is  not the 
only way of doing i t ,  but  i t  is  one that many profess iona l  trans lators have 
developed , by tria l  and error, without  even being conscious of what it is  that they 
are do ing .  ( H owel l , p . 1 )  

Th is author offers seven steps to p rod ucing a successfu l trans lation : do not read the text 

fi rst; immediate ly  beg in  to trans late ; on ly  use the d ictionary in the fi rst d raft in extreme 

cases ; leave the d raft a lone;  look at the trans lat ion and revise i t ;  compare the trans lat ion 

with the orig i na l ;  make the correct ions (Howe l l ,  p . 1 )  

Th is method p roved to be h igh ly benefic ia l  in  deve lop ing the trans lat ion be ing 

examined in  the present memo i r . I ndeed , the methodo logy fol l owed i n  th is  p rocess was 

very s im i la r  to that set forth by Howe l l . For examp le ,  Howe l l  states that one shou ld  

immed iately beg in  trans lat ing . without  fi rst read ing the text because " most peop le  who are 

about to trans late a text cannot fi rst read it o n ly to understand i t .  What they do (what I do ,  

what you  can't he lp  do ing)  i s  to  beg i n  to  trans late it i n  the i r  head" (Howe l l ,  p . 1 ) . I n  the 

present case ,  this observat ion held true .  Whi le  the orig ina l  text in Span ish  was sk immed 

to get a genera l  idea of its content ,  i t  was neither poss ib le  nor feas ib le  in terms of t ime and 

uti l ity to read the ent i re text before beg i nn ing the trans lat ion .  
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I n  genera l  and with very few except ions ,  the above-descri bed method was nearly 

identical to the one fo l lowed i n  t rans lat ing the text being exam ined .  The way this author  

breaks the trans lat ion process down i nto the most pract ical  and re levant procedu re seems 

to be an enormous contri but ion to the field of trans lat ion i n  that she provides genera l  

gu ide l i nes that can be app l ied to nearly a l l  texts .  Needless to say , th is  approach may not 

be the most appropriate for a l l  trans lators ,  h igr. l ight ing an i m portant idea i n  the fie ld  of 

trans lat ion . Trans lators shou ld  be we l l - informed on the theories and ideas re lated to the i r  

profess ion i n  o rder  to  deve lop  the persona l  work systems and processes best s u ited to 

them as ind iv idua l s .  

I n  concl us ion , t h i s  chapter is  designed to  provide an overview of  the  pre-trans lat ion 

analysis of the book Ado/escencia, derechos de la niflez y pobreza urbana en Costa Rica,  

which was trans lated i nto Eng l i sh  by the candidate. Th is  exam i nat ion of both the 

extratextua l  and i ntratextua l  factors of the text is  com p lemented by an eva l uat ion and 

d iscussion of trans lat ion theory and its re levance to the project at hand ,  focus ing  on  the 

importance of trans lat ion as a process and the overrid ing need for pract ica l  g u ide l i nes .  

The fo l l owing chapters of  the memo i r  wi l l  concentrate on other factors , wh ich  p l ayed a key 

ro le in deve lop ing  the trans lat ion .  These i nc lude the deve lopment of both a reader's and 

trans lator's  g lossary ,  the cha l lenges of translat ing acronyms and the flex ib i l i ty and 

evo lut ion of these terms ;  and a d iscuss ion of  revis ion processes . 
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:HAPTER TWO 

"ERM I N O LOGY FOR TH E READ E R  AN D TH E TRA N S LATO R 

The term ino logy encountered i n  the text to be trans lated offered a variety of 

hal lenges for the cand idate ,  necessitat ing deta i led research and p rovid ing  i n teresti ng 

spects that cou ld  be of use to other  t rans lators and the fie ld  of trans lat ion stud ies i n  

enera l .  Essent ia l l y ,  th is  term ino logy can be  class ified in  two categories :  terms for the  

�ader and terms for the trans lator. 

The former  case specifica l l y  refers to provid ing trans lat ions of the various  acronyms 

nd abbreviations that appear with a h igh degree of frequency th roughout the text. I n  

ddress ing th is  aspect ,  severa l opt ions were cons idered . One was t o  leave the a cronym 

I Span ish and p rovide a trans lat ion i n  E ng l ish between parentheses . H owever,  th is  was 

�jected as being too cumbersome.  This a lternative wou ld  be more v iab le for shorter texts 

'here the acronym occurs a m i n i m u m  of  t imes . H owever, i n  a text of th is  length i n  wh ich 

ar ious acronyms a re found at regu la r  interva ls ,  th is trans lat ion between parentheses 

'au ld need to be repeated , on  the assumpt ion that the average reader wou ld  not 

�member the defin it ion of a term encountered severa l pages earl ier .  

Moreover, s ince the work trans lated is a col lection  of a rt ic les ,  the reader may on ly 

e interested i n  read ing a specifi c  artic le or  art icles from the text. Thus ,  every acronym 

'Qu id have had to be trans lated i n  each i nd ivid ua l  a rt icle .  

Another opt ion cons idered was to inc lude the  trans lat ion and exp lanat ion of  the 

cronym (where app l i cab le )  as a footnote . However,  s ince the text i tself conta ins  a tota l of 

4 footnotes and two trans lator notes were incl uded i n  the Eng l i sh  vers ion ,  i t  was decided 

lat th is procedu re cou ld  create confus ion  for the reader .  In add it ion ,  the same d ifficult ies 

)reseen with the use of parentheses wou ld  a lso apply i n  th is i nstance .  
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Thus ,  the decis ion was made to des ign a g lossary for the reader  of the acronyms 

Jpearing i n  the text. By so do ing , the footnote defin ing the acronym UNCHS that appears 

1 page s ix  of the o rig i na l  text cou ld  be e l im inated . The g l ossary appears after the t i t le 

3ge , cred its and tab le  of contents . 

READER'S GLOSSARY 

Istitut ional  Term i nology 

The terms appear ing i n  the reader's g lossary can be d ivided i nto two catego ries . 

he fi rst is inst itut iona l  acronyms with known , estab l ished equiva lents i n  both languages . 

I th is i nstance, these acronyms refer s pecifica l ly to those used for agencies i n  the U n ited 

ations system .  The acronym in Eng l i sh  appears on the left-hand side of the g lossary and 

hat i t  stands for i n  Eng l ish  appears on  the right-hand s ide .  N o  mention of the Span ish 

�u iva lent appears i n  these cases . S i nce there are set  equ iva lents for these acronyms in  

I the offic ia l  languages of the U n i ted Nat ions system,  such information wou ld be 

Jperfl uous  o r  even confus ing to the reader of the Eng l ish text. 

In the vast maj ority of cases , when research ing the Eng l ish equ iva lents of the 

stitutiona l  acronyms that appear i n  the text, th is info rmation  cou ld be found in  both 

Jecia l ized and genera l  b i l i ngua l  d i ct ionaries . Genera l ly  known terms ,  such as U N I CEF 

Ir examp le ,  appear i n  standard b i l i ngua l  d ict ionaries .  Fo r  exa m ple ,  t he  Co l l i ns  Span ish 

ictionary i ncl udes the be low entry .  

N ICEF [juan l sef] abbr o f  U n ited Nations I nternat ional  C h i l d ren's Emergency F u n d  
N ICEF m. 
�arperCol l i ns  Pub l ishers .  Collins Spanish-English English-Spanish Dictionary, Th i rd 
dit io n ,  New York , 1 99 3 . )  
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However, the U N I CE F  Thesau rus ,  prod uced by U N I C E F  itself , i s  l i sted as be ing 

Jb l ished by the Thesaurus Work ing G roup at  the Un ited Nat ions Ch i l d ren's Fund . In  

jdition , i n  a l l  of the para l le l  texts encountered and U N ICEF documents trans lated by the 

mdidate on separate , u n re lated occas ions ,  the name of th is organ izat ion a lways appears 

; the Un ited N at ions Ch i l d ren 's Fund .  

Th is  examp le  underscores two important  factors of  term i nology research and 

welopment .  On the one hand , i t  h igh l i ghts the need for i nvestigat ing para l le l  texts and 

�monstrates h ow th is  tech n ique may be more effective and a ccu rate than cons u l t ing 

ctionaries . On  the other  hand , th is examp le  shows that acronyms ,  l i ke any other 

rm inology i n  h u man lang uage , may change and evo lve through usage.  

The latter aspect is of part icu la r  i nterest i n  that i t  contrad icts the fa i rly  com mon 

;sumption that  acronyms a re stat ic and unchang ing  - - an abbreviated , cod ified vers ion  of  

longer more cu mbersome term . I n  the part icu lar  case being exam ined , the acronym is  

) longer a d i rect equ iva lent of the organ ization 's  name and has been mod ified to keep 

�ce with the o rgan ization 's  chang ing  ro le .  I t  shou ld be  po i nted out  that  th is  specific 

rmino log ica l  evo l ut ion was not found to be reflected in  any of the d i ctionaries consu l ted . 

Another examp le  of the evo lution  of acronyms th rough usage is  I LAN U D  -- e l  

stituto Latinoa mericano de las Naciones U n idas para la  P revenci6n de l  De l ito y e l  

"atamiento de l  De l i ncuente .  The Compendio de sig/as y nombres de instituciones 

:Jciona/es e internaciona/es, a specia l ized acronym g lossary ,  states that the Eng l i sh  

�u iva lent of th is  term and i t s  acronym is  the  U n ited Nat ions Lati n America n  I nstitute for 

Ie Prevent ion of Cr ime and Treatment of Offenders (UNLA I ) .  

However,  further research i n  para l le l  texts showed that t he  acronym I LAN U D  d id  

J t  appear as  U N LAI even i n  documents , posters and  other  pri nted materia ls  o rig i na l ly 

ritten i n  Eng l i sh .  I n  a l l  exam ples encountered , I LANUD was used . Aga i n ,  it was the case 

f the info rmation  ava i lab le  in conventiona l  d i ctionaries versus that appear ing in para l le l  
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texts . I n  th is  i nstance ,  it bears ment ion ing  that th is  term was not researched through 

para l le l  texts before the  trans lat ion under  cons iderat ion went to  pub l i cat ion .  In  th is case, 

the proced ure fo l l owed u p  to that po int  was to verify the i nst itute's name and  i ts 

corresponding acronym in  Eng l i sh  us ing a specia l ized d ict ionary for i nst itut iona l  terms .  

Para l le l  texts were not  used  based on the  assumption tha t  th i s  acronym would 

fol low the same pattern as others . Essent ia l l y ,  a l l  of the institutiona l  acronyms with in  the 

Un ited Nat ions system have an  Eng l i sh  eq u iva lent .  This is not a lways the case in 

Spanish- the obvious examp le  being U N I CEF .  Th is same acronym , which was o rig i na l ly 

based on a set of words for Eng l i sh  is ma inta ined i n  Spanis h ,  even though what i t  

rep resents is trans lated . Other  exa m p les of this nature i nclude FAa and U N ESCO.  

However, the reverse is extremely  rare , i f  not  nonexistent ,  w i th  th is  one except ion .  

Obvious ly ,  the fact that I LAN U D  is  specifica l ly a Lati n American o rgan ization  i nfluences 

this phenomenon .  

Reg ional  Term i nology 

Also inc luded i n  the reader's g lossary are those acronyms that correspond to 

national  institut ions  specific  to Costa R ica .  G iven that one of the lead ing  reasons for 

requesti ng the trans lat ion of th is  book was to broaden its readersh ip  o uts ide of the cou ntry ,  

i t  i s  poss ib le that the reader o f  t h e  Eng l i sh  trans lat ion o f  the text m a y  be whol ly  unfa m i l i a r  

with these inst itut ions .  Thus ,  there was a need to  clarify these terms for the  reader.  

In the case of what could be referred to as reg iona l  terms ,  the acronym in Span ish  

appears i n  the  left-hand col u m n ,  and the  trans lat ion i n  Eng l i sh  as  we l l  as the  o rig ina l  

Span ish appear i n  the  right-hand col u m n .  I t  was decided that the a cronyms that refer to 

these nationa l  i nst itut ions would not be mod ified to reflect the correspond ing  trans lat ion  i n  

Eng l ish because set equ iva lents i n  Eng l i sh  were not ab le  t o  b e  found  for these specific 

terms.  In research ing these terms us ing  para l le l  texts , i t  was found that the g reat m ajority 

of those texts i n  Eng l i sh  that inc luded a ment ion of these institut ions and the ir  acronyms 
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were actua l ly  trans lat ions from Span ish .  Th is ,  com bined with the variat ion  found  among 

the equ iva lents used i n  Eng l i sh , made it im poss i b le to estab l ish the re l i ab i l ity of these 

sources .  

The Eng l i sh  equ iva lents appearing i n  the  r ight-hand co l umn  of the g lossary were 

deve loped by the cand idate . For  th is  reason , mod ify ing the acronym to reflect these 

trans lat ions wou ld  be i m pract ica l  because the new acronym wou ld  on ly  be app l i cab le  

with i n  th is  s ing le  trans lat ion .  M o reover, b y  not mod ify ing these acronyms ,  i t  wou ld  be 

poss ib le  for the reader of the trans lat ion in Eng l i sh  to cross-reference th is  i nform at ion i n  

other texts . T h e  fu l l  n a m e  o f  t h e  organ izat ion in  Span ish was a lso inc luded for cross­

referenc ing pu rposes . 

I n  some i nstances , trans lat ing the acronym for a nat iona l  inst itut ion  proved to be 

part icu larly cha l l eng i ng .  Th is  was the case with the Caja Costarricense de Segura Social 

(CCSS) .  The name of th is  o rgan izat ion in Span ish  does not immed iately transmit to the 

receptor that th is i nst itut io n  is  a pub l i c  hea l th-care organ ization .  Natura l l y ,  with i n  the 

nat iona l  context , th is info rmat ion  is  understood even though it is not exp l i c i t ly stated . 

However, i n  o rder  for the reader of the trans lat ion i n  Eng l i sh  to com prehend fu l ly  

th is term , not o n ly a trans lat i o n ,  but a lso  an exp lanat ion or  qua l ifier  is needed . F i rst , 

trans lat ing th i s  term presented severa l d ifficu lt ies . One was the cand idate's re l uctan ce to 

trans late Segura Social l i tera l l y  as Soc ia l  Security g iven that this term in Eng l i sh  cou ld  

poss i b ly create a certa i n  degree of  confus ion wi th  the Soc ia l  Security System used i n  the 

U n ited States .  S i nce these two syste ms refer to two very separate organ izations ,  th is  

option was rejected . A second a lternative was to trans late Segura Social so that i t  

reflected the idea that th is  i nst i tut io n  is part of the we lfare state that has been estab l ished 

in Costa R ica .  I n  order to avoid any confus ion in  Eng l i sh  with the  welfare system as it 

ex ists in the U n ited States ,  the adjective "soc ia l "  was mainta ined to s igna l  to the reader of 

the trans lat ion that the term referred to a broader concept. 
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I n  add i t ion ,  p rob lems were a lso  encountered i n  trans lat ing the word Caja. One 

option wou ld have been to trans late th is term as "Fund . "  Whi le  th i s  wou ld  certa i n ly be 

accurate , the reader of the trans lat ion may not fu l ly  capture the idea that the CCSS is  

actua l ly a p hysica l  inst itut i on .  Th u s ,  the fi na l  trans lat ion i n  Eng l ish for the Caja 

Costarricense de Segura Social was the Costa Rican Socia l Welfa re I nst itute . 

As has a l ready been mentioned , it was deemed necessary to amp l ify th is 

translat ion of  the term with a n  accompany ing explanation .  For th is  reaso n ,  a qua l i fier  was 

included between parentheses as fo l l ows : ( lead ing nationa l  pub l i c  health-care 

organ izatio n ) .  

Apart from t h e  above examp le ,  exp lanations were not inc luded i n  the trans lat ion of 

these reg iona l  term s .  I n  these other  cases, i t  was fe lt  that t h e  trans lation  itself was 

sufficient ly exp lanatory .  

General Observat ions on  the  Reader's G lossary 

I t  shou ld  be po i nted out  that a reader's g lossary was not i n cl uded i n  the o rig ina l  

Span ish vers ion  of the text and th is tech n ique  wou ld  have served to enrich i t .  The reader's 

g lossary may  be somewhat more necessary for the reader of the trans lat ion in that the 

reader in Eng l i sh  would be less l i ke ly to understand many of the acronyms for nationa l  

institutions .  H owever, the text i n  Span i sh  cou ld  very poss ib ly be read by other  U N ICEF 

offices i n  Lat i n America .  Thus ,  t he  same lack of understand ing would be  encountered . 

Moreover, the Span i sh  text cou ld a lso  be read by Costa R ica n  nat iona ls who a re not 

d i rectly i nvolved in the U n ited Nat ions System and thus might  not h ave a ready knowledge 

of the inst i tutiona l  acronyms used i n  the text.  

For the sake of referen ce ,  a copy of the reader's glossary has been i ncl uded . I t  

should be po in ted ou t  that  th is  vers ion varies s l ight ly from how i t  o rig ina l l y  appeared i n  the 

publ ished trans lati on .  For examp le ,  the acronym U N LAI  has been s�bstituted for I LAN U D ,  

for reasons  a l ready d iscussed . 
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:CSS 

: EM I E  

�OOPESA L U D  

:BAI S 

AC RONYMS USED I N  THE TEXT 

Costa Rican Soc ia l  Welfare I nstitute 

( lead ing nationa l  pub l i c  hea lth-care 

organ izat ion)  

Caja Costarricense de Segura Social 

M u lt inationa l  Center for Educat iona l  

Research 

Centra Multinacional de Investigaci6n 

Educativa 

S pecia l  Hous ing  Comm iss ion 

Comisi6n Especial de la Vivienda 

Self-Managed Cooperative for 

Comprehens ive Heal th Services 

Cooperativa Autogestionaria de Servicios 

Integrates de Salud 

Convention  on the Rights of the Ch i l d  

Basic Comprehens ive Hea lth Care Teams 

Equipos Basicos de Atenci6n Integral en 

Salud 
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ECLAC 

ENSR 

FOD ESAF 

I LAN U D  

I LO 

I LPES 

I MAS 

I NVU 

Economic  Com m iss ion for Lati n Ameri ca 

and the Caribbean 

Nationa l  Survey on  Reprod uctive H ea l th  

Encuesta Nacional de Salud Reproductiva 

Fund for Socia l  Deve lopment and F a m i ly 

Al locations 

Fondo de Desarrollo Social y Asigna ciones 

Familiares 

U n ited N at ions Lati n American I n st i tute for 

the Prevent ion of Crime  and the Treatment  

of Offenders 

I n ternationa l  La bou r  Organ ization  

Lat in American I nst itute for Prevention  and 

Hea lth Education  

Instituto Latinoamericano de Prevenci6n y 

Educaci6n en Salud 

Jo int  Soc ia l  Ass istance I nst itute 

Instituto Mixto de Ayuda Social 

Nationa l  I nstitute of Hous ing  and U rban  
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� IVAH 

lROFAC 

lROMECU M 

;VP 

JNCHS 

JNHCR 

Works 

Instituto Nacional de Vivienda y Urbanismo 

Min istry of Hous ing and H uman  Sett lements 

Ministerio de Vivienda y Asentamientos 

Humanos 

Nationa l  Ch i ld  Welfa re I nst i tute 

Patronato Nacional de la Infancia 

Commun i ty Se lf-Strengthen ing  P rogra m  

Proyecto de Fortalececimiento A uto-

comunitario 

Program for I mprovi ng  Marg i na l  U rban 

Schools 

Programa de Mejoramiento de las Escuelas 

Urbano Marginales 

Second Vice-Pres idency (Costa R ica )  

Segunda Vice Presidencia 

U n ited Nat ions Centre for Hum a n  

Sett lements 

U n ited Nat ions H igh  Commiss ioner for 
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Refugees 

U N I C E F  U n ited Nat ions C h i ld ren 's  Fund 
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T RA N SLATO R'S GLOSSARY 

I n  add i t ion to the reader's g lossary ,  which i s  actua l ly part of the trans lated 

pub l ication , a trans lato r's g l ossary was a l so  developed for the cand idate's persona l  use i n  

insuring the  coherence and  accu racy of the terms encountered i n  the trans lat ion at hand . 

Moreover, th is  term ino logy was in teg rated i nto a la rger ,  more aggregate g lossary designed 

by the cand idate for use as a genera l  trans lat ion too l .  Th is  means that every' term in  the 

g lossary does not necessa ri l y  appear i n  the trans lat ion be ing d iscussed i n  the memoi r . I t  

was decided that  a l l  terms that  had been researched shou ld  rema in  i n  the g lossary i n  o rder 

to increase the overa l l  contribut ion of the g lossary to the fie ld of trans lat ion stud ies i n  

genera l .  

Institutional  Terms and  Language Use  

Essentia l l y ,  t he  terms encou ntered i n  t he  trans lato r's g lossary cou ld  be d iv ided i nto 

two categories . The fi rst wou ld  be inst itut iona l  terms and language use - those 

encountered with i n  the U n ited N at ions System .  Part of these inst itutiona l  terms inc lude the 

acronyms for the various bod ies and agencies of the UN System .  Thus ,  in th is respect ,  

there is  a fa i r  a mount  of overlap  between the reader's g lossary and the trans lator's 

g lossary .  However, there a re d ifferences in the type of i nformat ion i ncl uded in the entries 

for each g lossary .  The exam p le be low i l l ustrates how the entry for one term appear ing in 

both g lossaries can d iffer. 

Reader's glossary 

I LO 

Trans lator'S glossary 

Internationa l  Labour  Organ ization  

( I LO)  

I nternationa l  Labo u r  O rgan izatio n  

Organ izacion I nternac iona l  d e l  Trabajo 

(O IT) 
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When des ign ing the trans lator's g lossary ,  it was orig i na l ly contemp lated that e ntries 

such as the above would actua l ly  be l i sted twice - once by the organ ization 's name and 

the second t ime by i ts  acronym:  However, th is  a l ternative was rejected as  be ing too 

cumbersome.  M o reover, g iven that the g lossary was pri mari l y  des igned for e lectro n i c  use ,  

i t  was decided that  th is  wou ld  be unnecessary .  

With i n  t h i s  s a m e  category, i nst itut iona l  language u s e  refers t o  certa i n  terms or  

phrases used with i n  the i nst itut iona l  framework. I nst i tut iona l  l anguage use i s  m o re 

complex,  i n  that the trans lator may not even be aware of its existence.  For examp le ,  the 

phrase "enfoq ue  de  los derechos" re lates to a centra l con cept with i n  the book .  The 

translator cou ld eas i ly  and  log ica l ly trans late th is  ph rase as "the rights focus . "  Whi le do i ng 

so would not  be i ncorrect, it wou ld  be usefu l for the trans lator to know that the term used i n  

UN ICEF docu m ents is  "the rights approach . "  

Terms for O rgan izat ions and Concepts i n  Costa Rica 

This book i ncludes references to a variety of organ izat ions un ique  to Costa R ica .  

These are i n cl u d ed i n  the g lossary more a s  suggested trans lat ions ,  rather  than set terms .  

For examp le ,  the "Proyecto de Fortalecimiento Auto-comunitario - PROFA C "  i s  specific 

to Costa R ica .  The suggested trans lat ion i nc luded i n  the g lossary is  "Co m m u n ity Self­

Strengthen i ng Progra m . "  Al l terms of th is  nature i nclude a note i n  the entry,  stati ng  that 

this concept refers to a Costa R ican  organ izat ion or  concept .  Thus ,  the trans lator us ing  

the g lossary is  aware that  the term may appear  i n  a s l ight ly d ifferent form i n  other  texts that 

have been trans lated i nto Eng l i sh .  

Format of  G lossary and  I nformation I n c lu ded i n  Each Entry 

The trans lator's g l ossary is arra nged i n  strict a lphabetica l order ,  rather than by 

classificat ions of term s .  G iven that any c lass ifi cat ion  system chosen b y  t h e  cand idate 

would not necessari l y  be the most log ica l  structure for other users ,  . .  a lphabetical  o rder  was 

judged to be the most appropriate and c lear-cut structlJ re .  I t  bears mention i ng  that th is 
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same techn ique was app l ied by Mar ina Ore l lana i n  her Glosario internacional para el 

traductor. 

Since the present g lossary i s  intended for trans lators , it is supposed that users 

have h igh  leve ls  of comprehens ion i n  both Eng l i sh  and Span ish .  For th is  reason ,  

info rmat ion ,  wh ich  m ight  be found i n  a standard d ict ionary ,  does not  appear  i n  the 

trans lator's  g lossary .  Examples i nc lude pronunciat ion g u ides ,  gender markers and 

defi n i t ions .  

In  those cases where appi lcable ,  notes are i nc l uded a long with the entry to prov ide 

any i nformat ion re levant to that particu lar term . I n  add it ion , s i nce th is  g lossary was 

created to be used as an  e lectron ic too l ,  I nternet addresses are included for a l l  entr ies 

researched through this means .  These addresses show the user where add it iona l  

informat ion on that same term may be  found .  When the  g lossary is  used  i n  e lectron ic  

format . the  addresses inc l uded i n  the  entries can  prov ide the  user  with d i rect access to 

that I nternet s ite . 

Research Tec h n i q ues 

The majority of terms were researched by cross-referenc ing them through 

documents pub l ished i n  Eng l i sh  a t  U N I C E F  Headquarters .  Many of the  terms were 

encountered i n  the present trans lat ion or i n  other trans lat ions carried out for U N I C E F .  

Thus ,  a s  the need arose , t h e  term was i nvestigated . I n  an  effort to bu i ld  a broader data 

bank ,  com par isons of U N I C E F  documents in Eng l i sh  and Span ish  were made .  Therefore ,  

the cand idate h a s  not necessari ly needed a l l  o f  t h e  terms for specif ic trans lat ions .  

However, it is thought  that  research for the  specific pu rpose of  enrich ing the  term bank  w i l l  

y ie ld future benefits not on ly  for the  cand idate , but  a lso  for other  trans lators . 

It cou ld  be stated that rough ly  ha lf  of the g lossary entr ies were taken from para l l e l  

texts . As  the  research process progressed and developed , i t  became obv ious that  th i s  

same type of  i nvest igat ion cou ld  be  carried out more effic ient ly through I nternet . S i nce the  
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electron ic  address of the i nformation source is i ncluded , the g lossary user's poss ib i l it ies of 

find ing re lated i nformation with ease are greatly i ncreased . 

Conclusion 

Glossaries and term banks are both the too l  and respons ib i l i ty of the trans lator. 

They fac i l itate un iform usage of terms and pro mote greater efficiency in trans lat ion .  S ince 

transldlors are most often exposed to texts i n  m u lt ip le  languages , they are genera l ly ab le 

to carry out th is task .  

A long these l i nes , i t  i s  hoped that  the reader's and trans lator's g lossaries included 

in th is Grad uat ion Project wi l l  be of use to other trans lators , and that these users wi l l  he lp  

to bu i ld  on th is  work ,  further i ncreas ing i ts  degree of  app l icab i l i ty and relevance.  
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TRANSLATOR'S G LOSSARY ON INSTITUTIONAL TERMS A N D  LANGUAGE 

USE WITH I N  UN ICEF A N D  THE U N ITED NATIONS SYSTE M  

Agenda d e  acc i6n I Agenda for action 

Asentamientos humanos H uman sett lements 

Asentamientos precarios I Squatter settlements 

Atenc i6n i nteg ra l de la sa lud  
I 
Comprehensive health care 

Caja Costarricense de Seguro Socia l  Costa Rican Socia l  Welfare I nstitute 
(CCSS)  (CCSS) ( lead ing pub l ic  health-care 

institute) 
Note : This refers to a body with i n  the Costa 
Rican nationa l  hea lth-care system .  I t  is  
recommended that the descri ptive mod ifier  
be inc l uded to avo id any poss ib le  confus ion . 

i Centro M u lti nac iona l  de I nvestigaci6n M u lti national  Center  for Educationa l  ! 
! Educativa Research 

Note : Th is entity is  spec ific  to Costa Rica . 

i 
: Com ite sobre los Derechos del  N i n o  Committee on t h e  Rights of t h e  C h i l d  
. 

i Concienc iac i6n socia l  Social  awareness 

: Conferenc ia  de Amsterdam sobre Amsterdam Ch i ld  Labou r  Conference 
! Trabajo  I nfanti l (1997) (1997) 

. Conferenc ia  de E I  Ca i ro sobre la Ca i ro Conference on Popu lation and 
! Poblac i6n y e l  Desarro l lo  Socia l  
i 

Development 

; Conferenc ia  de las Naciones U n idas U n ited Nations Conference on  H u m a n  
: sobre los Asentamientos H umanos Settlements ( HABITAT I I )  
i ( HABITAT I I )  (he ld i n  I stanbu l ,  Tu rkey J u n e  3- 1 4  of 1 996) 
: (Estambu l , Turq u i a ,  3 a l  1 4  de j un io de 1 996) Note : Also known as The S u m m it of C it ies I 
! Nota : Tam bien conocida como La Cum bre 
1 de las C iudades 
www. u nhabitat .o rg 

I 
I 

: Conferenc ia  de Oslo sobre Trabajo  Oslo Conference on  C h i ld Labour  (Oct. 
• I nfant i l  27 -30, 1997) I 
l Conficto (en )  con la ley pena l  Confl ict ( in )  with the cr imina l  j ustice law ! 
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Educaci6n ob l igator ia Compu lsory education  I 
i 

Enfoque  de los derechos Rights approach I I 
www. u n icef.org I 

I I 
Equ i pos Bas icos de  Atenci6n I ntegra l  en Bas ic  Comprehensiv.e H ealth Care Teams 
Salud (EBAIS) ( E BAIS) 

Note: Nat iona l  health care component  i n  
Costa R ica 

Estado M u ndia l  de  la  I nfancia 1 998 State (The) of the World's C h i ldren 1998 
Note : Annua l  U N I CEF pub l i cat ion that 
focuses on a specifi c  theme each year .  ! 

I , 

i Fondo de Desarro l lo  Socia l  y F u n d  for Social  Development and  Fam i ly 
, As ig naciones Fam i l i ares (FODESAF) Al locat ions (FODESAF) 

Note : Nat ional  socia l  p rogram in Costa R ica 

Fondo de las Nac iones U n i das para la U n ited Nations C h i ldren's F u n d  ( U N I C EF) 
I nfancia ( U N I C E F) Note: The "Un ited Nat ions I nternat iona l  
www. u n icef. o rg Ch i ldren's Emergency Fund" has fa l le n  out  

of usage.  

Habi l itaci6n  de m ujeres Empowerment of women 

I ntersector ia l  Cross-sectoral 

Justic ia  pena l  j u ven i l  Cr imina l  juven i le  justice 
www. u n .or . at, www . u n icef.org 

Marco de Ayuda a l  Desarro l lo  :Ie las U n ited Nations Development Ass istance 
Naciones U n idas ( U N DAF) Framework ( U N DAF) 

Organ izac i6n de las Naciones U n idas U n ited Nations Educationa l ,  Sc ientific 
para la  Educaci6n,  la  C ienc ia  y la C u ltu ra and C u ltural Organ izat ion ( U N ESCO) 
(UN ESCO) 

Patolog ias sociales Socia l  i l ls 

Patronato N ac iona l  de la  I nfancia ( PAN I)  Nat ional  C h i l d  Welfare I nstitute ( PANI )  
Note : I nst itute that regu lates ch i ld and  
adolescent issues i n  Costa R ica 

Programa de acc i6n  a p lazo fijo Time-bound programme of action  

Programa I nternac iona l  para la  I nternationa l  Programme on  the 
E l im inaci6n del Trabaj o  I nfanti l ( I P EC)  E l im inat ion of  C h i ld Labou r  ( l P EC )  
Nota : programa promovido por la  O IT Note : I LO program 
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Programa para e l  Mejoramiento de la  Program for Improving  the  Qual ity of 
Cal i  dad de la Educac i6n y Vida de las Education and Life i n  Marg ina l  U rban 
Comu n idades U rbano Marg i n a les Commun ities (PRO M ECUM)  
(PROMEC U M) Note : Nat ional  program i n  Costa R ica 

Proyecto de Fortalec imiento Auto- Commun ity Se lf-Strengthen ing  P rogram 
comun itario (PROFAC) (PROFAC) 

Note: Nat ional  p rogram in Costa R ica 

Terapia de reh i d rataci6n oral (TRO) Oral rehydrat ion therapy (ORT) 

Trabajo i nfanti l j C h i ld labou r 
I 

Trabajo i nfanti l en  cond i c iones de Bonded ch i ld  labou r 
servidumbre 
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CHAPTER THREE 

TRAN S LATI O N ,  REVI S I O N  AN D P U B L I CATI O N  P ROCESSES AN D 
SYSTEMS 

I n  the  trans lat ion be ing  considered i n  the present memoi r, var ious techn iques were 

app l ied to insure optima l  c lar ity and comprehens ib i l i ty of the resu lt ing text in Eng l i sh .  

Essentia l ly ,  t he  ent i re trajectory from the  sol icitat ion of  the  trans lat ion to  its fi na l  pub l i cat ion 

may be d iv ided in to fou r  parts :  text analys is (d iscussed i n  chapter one of the memoi r) ;  the 

trans lat ion p rocess;  rev is ion and pub l ication . The term inology research and resu l t i ng  set 

of terms deta i led i n  the p revious chapter were part of the fi rst two i tems l isted . 

Translat ion Process 

Trans lat ing a text of this length and comp lexity p rovided a wide range of cha l lenges 

and necessi tated an  ongoing effort to conceptua l ize the project as a whole and a pp ly 

various trans lat ion techn iques .  Basica l ly ,  th is  meant mak ing a ser ies of wel l-thought  and 

wel l -p lanned decis ions i n  order to insure the qua l ity of the fi na l  p rod u ct i n  Eng l i sh .  

I n  genera l  terms ,  the  trans lation process was viewed and wi l l  be d iscussed from a 

two-pronged perspecc ive: c la rity and cons istency; and style and convent ions of the Eng l i sh  

language . Whi le  these two categories do provide a c lear  panorama of  the  trans lat ion 

process as a whole,  i t  shou ld not be assumed that they a re exhaustive or  mutua l ly 

exclus ive . I ndeed , as wou ld be expected , there is a fa i r  degree of overlap  between the 

two classificat ions ,  and many examp les or  subcategories may demonstrate e lements of 

both . 

Although these two sets of factors a re fa i rly  common ,  the p resent case shows them 

with i n  the context of  a specific trans lat ion project,  demonstrati ng how they may be a p p l ied 

in  a particu la r  i nstance and creating a usefu l  br idge between concepts and pract ice .  The 

examples inc luded under  the category of clarity and cons istency p rovide ins ight i n to the 
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aspects that a trans lator might  examine i n  endeavoring to ach ieve th is  overa l l  effect. 

Clarity and con s istency refer to u n iformity of format and terminology usage and i nsu ri ng  a 

sharper defi n it ion of each component of a phrase or paragraph .  In  the latter i nsta n ce ,  th is  

sometimes enta i led substitut ing a pronoun for a specific noun or  rep lacing  a noun  or  

adjective wi th  a more deta i led referent .  

Sty le  and convent ions of the Engl ish language with in  the context of the p resent 

trans lat ion spec ifica l ly refer to repetit ive word choice ,  synthes iz ing redundant  i n formation 

and efforts to i n s u re that the text trans lated into Eng l ish d id not read as a trans lat io n .  

Clarity and  Cons istency 

Consistency 

Main ta i n i n g  a certa i n  degree of cons istency throughout the ent i re text a t  t i mes 

proved d ifficu l t ,  g iven that the book is actua l ly  a series of a rt ic les 
'
written by i n d iv id ua l  

authors . One  example  of  th is  is the fact that  each a rt icle inc ludes a b ib l iog raphy at the 

end . In various i nstances,  the authors app l ied d ifferent styles i n  their a nnotat ions .  Al l  

denoted the t i t les of al l  the works cited i n  bold type and underl i ne .  However, some a lso 

used ita l i c  type ,  wh i le  others emp loyed ti le add i tiona l  use of q uotat ion marks . I t  bears 

mention ing  that severa l  i rregu larit ies were found in  the use of bold type i n  the 

bib l iograph ies ,  i . e . , not a l l  the words of the t it le bolded or not a l l  of the t i t les in the 

bib l iography bo lded . These incons istencies were most l ikely the resu l t  of e rrors made at 

the pub l i sh ing house .  

A long these same l i nes ,  the b ib l iography for the a rt icle by J ua n  Diego Trejos and 

the one for the a rt ic le by Ludwig Guende l  and Mauricio Gonza lez (not  appeari ng  i n  the 

Graduation Project) were not presented in a l phabetica l  order. Thus ,  to compensate for 

th is incons istency,  they were a l phabetized i n  the trans lation i n  Eng l i sh .  
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I n  the Eng l ish  trans lat io n ,  the annotation format fo l lowed is  that presented i n  the 

Style Book pub l ished by U N I C E F ,  wh ich ind icates that the t i t les of book- length works 

should appear in i ta l ics .  

Another  example of the cand idate's efforts to insure cons isten cy i n  the trans lat ion i s  

re lated to the use o f  subtexts or d i rect refe rences to other texts i n  the orig i na l  vers ion . 

Th is refers to cons istency both with i n  the trans lated text itself and  a mong other  texts . The 

former case is  i l l ustrated with the usage and m isusage of the Span isn  term for the 

Convent ion on  the Rights of the Ch i l d .  Even when not specifi ca l ly stated , i t  can be 

assumed that th is  convent ion is a subtext for a l l  the a rtic les appearing  i n  the book .  I n  both 

the presentation and i ntrod uct ion of the book,  the term used in Span ish  is  La convenci6n 

de los derechos del niflo. I n  the a rt ic le ent it led , "Desafios educativos para l a  formaci6n de 

la juventud en cond iciones de pobreza urbana" ( "Educat ional  Cha l lenges Fac ing Poor 

Urban Youths") ,  the term La convenci6n sabre los derechos del nino i s  used . By 

obta in ing copies of the convention in both Span ish and Eng l i sh ,  i t  cou ld  be verified that the 

second opt ion was correct. Thus ,  i n  order  to ma inta i n  cons istency in the trans lat ion ,  both 

of these vers ions of the name of the convent ion i n  Span ish were equa l ly  trans lated with 

the officia l  name i n  Eng l i sh  - The Con vention on the Rights of the Child. 

The fol lowing examp le  demonstrates consistency with other  texts : 

Debemos mantener p resente que :  
"Coloca r  a l os  n i nos y n i nas en  e l  centro de la  estrateg ia  de desarro l lo  u rbano 
puede ace lera r  e l  p rogreso y hacer  de l  mundo un  lugar  mejor  para todos" . 
(Tomado de :  U N I C E F  STATEMENT I N  SECO N D  COM M ITTE E .  New York . 30 
octubre de 1 996) 
( U N ICEF ,  U N C H S, p . 1 2) 

Thus ,  mainta in i ng  cons istency with the U N ICEF Statement i n  Second Committee p roved 

fai rly easy, given that such a com p lete reference was provided in the orig i na l  text. 

However, th is  was not a lways the case.  In  other excerpts of texts i ncluded i n  the orig i na l  

document, the  exact b ib l iograph ic  reference cou ld  not  often be determ ined , even  i n  those 
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i nstances where i t  was poss ib le  to consu l t  d i rectly with the author. An example  of th is  was 

found in  the a rt ic le  " I ntegration , Human Rights and Socia l  Po l icy i n  the Context of U rban 

Poverty" (not a ppear ing i n  the G raduat ion Project) . G iven that  the authors of th is  text a re 

officers at U N I C E F-Costa R ica ,  they were easi ly ava i lab le  for consu ltation . Nonetheless , 

they were unab le  to p rov ide bib l iograph ic informat ion for a q uotat ion from a World Ba nk 

text. Ne ither  were they ab le to  confi rm whether  th is  document had been p reviously 

trans lated i nto Eng l i sh .  

C larity 

One of the techn iques app l ied to guarantee clarity in the Eng l i sh  vers ion of the text 

was to trans late p ronouns sometimes as specifi c  nouns in those cases where a mb igu it ies 

were poss ib le .  The example  below i l l ustrates th is  techn ique .  

Original Text in Spanish 

En las u lt imas decadas ,  Costa Rica ha experimentado u n  ace lerado p roceso de  
urban izaci6n que  ha ten ido consecuencias muy  negativas en la  dotaci6n de servicios e 
i nfraestructura y en  p laneaci6n de las ciudades . Una de las caracterist icas mas 
sobresa l ientes que  presenta este es la  creaci6n de asentamientos huma nos . . .  ( U N ICEF ,  
UNCHS p . 7 )  

-

Translated Text in English 

Over the last few decades,  Costa Rica has experienced rapid u rban ization , wh ich has had 
very negative consequences i n  the provis ion of serv ices,  infrastructure and u rban 
p lann ing .  One of  the most d ist inctive characterist ics of  th is  process is  the g rowth of human 
settlements . . .  
(p .9 )  

By trans lating  "este" or  the concept of  th is  word's referent with "th is  p rocess" ,  the text i s  

made more c lear  for the reader .  Another  example i s  i ncl uded to  further .  demonstrate th is  

same tech n ique .  

Original Text in Spanish 

Diversificaci6n de la oferta de los coleg ios tecn ico vocacionales y modern izaci6n de 
su metodologia, de manera que la poblaci6n juven i l  con prob lem·

as de pobreza urbana  
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cuente con mayores opciones dentro de l  a rea tecn ica y en campos . . .  Estos deberan 
ubicarse fis i ca mente cerca de las zonas . . .  ( U N I CEF ,  U N C H S ,  p . 79)  

Translated Text in English 

Divers ification of what tech n ical  vocationa l  h i g h  schools offer and u pdati n g  the ir  
methodology 

In th is way ,  young  peop le l iv ing i n  u rban poverty wou ld  have g reater options  in 
technical  areas and i n  . . .  These high schoo ls  wou ld  have to be located . . .  " (p .86 ) .  

I n  the above examp le ,  the  excerpt taken from the  or ig i na l  text i n  Span ish  cou ld  be  

confus ing or a t  the  very least cu mbersome or  awkward for the  reader .  By specify ing that 

"Estos" actua l ly refers back to the techn ica l vocat iona l  h igh schools ment ioned i n  the 

paragraph head ing , the reader i s  able to comprehend the text i mmediately with g reater 

ease and flu id ity .  

Another  method emp loyed i n  the effort to achieve a high degree of c larity i n  the 

trans lated text i n  Eng l ish was to compensate for reg iona l  or nat iona l  focuses .  The 

fol lowing set of exa mples h igh l ights th is  concept .  

Original Text in Spanish 

En nuestro pa is . . .  ( U N I CE F ,  U N C H S ,  p .79 )  

Nuestra pobreza , otrora rural y asociada a l  
agro . . .  ( U N ICEF ,  U N CH S ,  p .68 )  

Translated Text in English 

I n  Costa Rica . . .  ( p .86 )  

Poverty in Costa R ica has been 
trad it iona l l y  rural and associated with 
agricu l ture .  ( p . 7 1 ) 

I n  the above i nstances ,  a type of amp l ificat ion of the under l i ned text had to be carried out 

i n  order to assist the non-Costa Rican reader of the Engl ish trans lat io n ,  who may not 

immediate ly make the con nect ion that the concept of "our" refers to the Costa Rican 

nationa l  context . 

Yet another  component to be taken i nto account i n  the effort to produ ce a c lear and 

easi ly understandab le  trans lat ion i s  the trans lator's respons ib i l i ty to  correct or  offset any  
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errors i n  the o rig ina l  text i n  the trans lated text. I n  th is regard .  it i s  of the utmost importance 

that these errors not be reproduced . I n  the case of the present trans lat ion project .  the vast 

majority of these d ifficu lt ies cou ld  be reso lved by consu lt ing with the a uthor or authors of 

the art ic le in q uestion .  For examp le .  in the a rt ic le entit led " l ntegraci6n . derechos humanos 

y pol it ica socia l  en e l  contexto de la  pobreza urbana" ( I ntegratio n .  H u man Rights and 

Socia l  Po l icy i n  the Context of U rban Poverty ) .  the author  q uotes another author by the 

name of  R ichard s .  However ,  no  r.1ent ion of  the latter or  the name of h i s  text i s  i n cl uded i n  

the b ib l iog ra phy of th i s  specific a uthor.  Th is problem was resolved by consu l t ing d i rectly 

with the author of the art ic le . who had the b ib l iograph ic  info rmat ion on hand .  Th is 

reference was subsequent ly i ncorporated in to the b ib l iography of that  a rt ic le .  

Style and Conventions of the Eng l ish Language 

Style 

In  th is  instance . the term sty le is  used to refer both to the orig ina l  and trans lated 

texts . Along these l i nes .  two phenomena wi l l  be exam ined . The fi rst is  repet it ion with i n  

the orig i na l  text and how th i s  is presented in  the trans lated text . The second is o m iss ion 

from the trans lat ion of supe rfluous informat ion appearing i n  the or ig i na l  text . 

The fol lowing set of examp les i l l ustrates some of the strateg ies emp loyed to avoid 

the same repeti t ions present i n  the o rig i na l  text, y ie ld ing a cleaner  and more con cise sty le .  

Original Text in Spanish 

EI derecho a una  vivienda segura y sa ludable es un derecho que mas t iende a 
i nsatisfacerse . . . .  ( U N ICEF .  U N C H S .  p . 3 1 ) 

I n  the above sentence .  the word "derecho" appears twice. in terfer ing with the overa l l  flow 

and harmony of the phrase .  Whi le  i t  is  sometimes not poss ib le  to avoid repeti t io n .  i n  th is 

case. the semant ic va lue of the above excerpt can be mainta i ned without the need for i t .  

Translated Text in English 

. . .  the r ight to safe and hea lthy hous ing i s  least often met. (p .22) .  

1 3 6  



Below are some exa mples where extraneous informat ion i n  the orig ina l  text was o mitted in  

the trans lated text . I t  bears mention ing that these examp les a re but a samp le  of the tota l 

found in  the text as a whole .  I t  cou ld  be stated that  om iss ion was the most wide ly used 

techn ique in  deve lop ing the trans lat ion . The below exa m p le ,  though not i n cluded i n  the 

trans lation segments of the Graduat ion Project ,  is  part icu larly re levant because i t  shows 

two instances of where th is  techn iqu� was app l ied in the same sentence.  

Original Text in Spanish 

Este trabajo t iene como prop6sito entrega r  u n  marco conceptua l  que ub ique e l  prob lema 
de la pobreza u rbana desde una perspectiva de la  des integraci6n socia l  y centre la  
d iscusi6n en un  enfoque de derechos h umanos .  ( U N I C E F ,  U N CH S ,  p . 1 3 )  

Translated Text in English 

The goal  of th is work is to define the conceptua l  framework for viewing u rban poverty from 
the perspective of soc ia l  d i s integrat ion and to center the d iscussion on  h u m a n  r ights . 
(Adolescence, Child Rights and Urban Poverty in Costa Rica , p .  1 7)"  

I n  the above excerpt, two examp les of omiss ion a re seen .  I n  the first i nsta n ce ,  i t  was 

decided that s ince "prob lema" and "pobreza u rbana" have the same refe rent ,  i t  was not 

necessary to reta i n  both . In the second case ,  a verb was no longer needed to i n trod uce 

the c lause because the fi rst ha lf  of the para l le l  structu re had a l ready been modified . 

Moreover, there is a certa in  degree of red undancy between the terms "centre" and 

"enfoque" ,  wh ich has been e l im inated i n  the trans lat ion i n  Eng l i sh .  

Conventions of  the E n g l ish  Language 

Sentence Length 

I t  would be i ncorrect to state that sentences of a certa i n  length a re i n correct, 

inappropriate and i nfrequent  in Eng l i sh .  Reviewing cop ies of the State of the World's 

Children, which is pub l ished i n  Eng l ish by U N I C E F ,  does m uch to contrad ict th is  myth . I n  

• Th is excerpt i s  part of the translation a s  a whole ,  but  does not appear i n  the G raduation Project. 
Thus,  the page n u m ber refers to the p u b l ished vers ion of the trans lation . 



these texts , the sentences tend to be qu ite long . Yet, if th is i s  o n ly a myth , why does i t  

continue to persist? The response l ies i n  the fact that sentences tend to be shorter  o n ly in 

genera l  terms .  S ince word o rder  i n  Eng lish is  not as flexib le  as  i n  Span i sh ,  i t  i s  not 

advisable to i ncorporate as many embedded c lauses i n  sentences i n  Eng l i sh  as  in 

Span ish . In the former case,  th is  is more l i ke ly to lead to confus ion as to the c lause's 

exact referent .  

As stated by B rian  Steel  i n  Transla tion from Spanish: An Introductory Course, 

Another i mportant  and complex set of featu res of Span ish  wh ich often create 
comprehens ion and trans lat ion p rob lems for Eng l i sh-speaking students is the variety of 
order or  patterns in which major  and m inor  components of c lauses and sentences may 
occur. ( Translation from Spanish: An Introductory Course, p .257) 

The below example shows an  i nstance of how th is  complexity of c lauses and sentence 

components was addressed . 

Original Text in Spanish 

Esta forma genera l izada y cotid iana de trabajo infanto-juven i l ,  que  esta entro n izada en 
todas las sociedades , i nc lu idos los paises ind ustria l izados,  convive con nosotros y so lo  en 
pocos lugares y ocas iones es enfrentada con pol it icas socia les i ntegra les de corto y la rgo 
p lazo y con p lanes y programas especificos tend ientes a su p revencion y errad i ca cion 
pau latina y a la  e l im i nacion u rgente de sus formas mas pel igrosas .  
(UN ICEF ,  U N C H S, p . 56 )  

Th is sentence was  d iv ided in to two sentences when trans lated i nto Eng l i sh .  The  o bject of 

this techn ique was that i f  the h igh ,  repeated presence of subord inate c lauses were 

reta ined i n  Eng l i sh , th is  wou ld  be confus ing and exhaust ing for the reader. Moreover,  the 

overa l l  impact of the sentence wou ld ri ng fa lse with a native speaker of Eng l i sh  because it 

would be outs ide of the norma l ly accepted convent ions in the Eng l i sh  language.  

Taking a l l  of these cons iderations i nto account ,  the fina l  trans lat ion of the sentence was as 

fol lows . 
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Translated Version in English 

Genera l ized , everyday man ifestat ions of ch i ld-adolescent labor  a re ensconced i n  a l l  
societies , even i n  industri a l ized countries .  I n  very few p laces and on  few occas ions has 
th is  been counteracted wi th  comprehens ive short- and long-term po l icies as wel l  as 
specific p lans  and prog·rams geared towards prevent ing and  p rogressively e l im inat ing 
chi ld-ado lescent labor and i mmediate ly e l im i nat ing i ts  most dangerous forms .  
(p . S3) 

Thus ,  systematizi ng the aspects d iscovered and exa m i ned i n  the trans lat ion 

process enab led the cand idate to define  a type of checkl ist of factors to be taken in to 

account .  Th is  i nformation  has proven usefu l i n  subsequent tra ns lat ions and wou ld  be of 

potentia l  re levan ce in the l a rger  fie ld  of trans lat ion stud ies .  Fo l l owing i s  an examp le  of the 

checkl ist developed as part of this process .  
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Trans lation  C heckl ist 

Format/Cons istency 

Are b ib l iograph ies i n  a lphabet ical  order ,  us ing a standard format for entr ies that is  the 

same for each entry? 

Are capita l izat io n ,  bo ld ing  and ita l i cs un iform for a l l  t it les head i ng  and subhead ings? 

Are there b lank  pages? 

I s  the same term ino logy used for the same referent i n  every instance? 

Have abbreviat ions  and/or acronyms been clearly defined and accounted fo r? 

Do l i sts fo l l ow a log ica l ,  sequent ia l  o rder? 

Mean ing  

Are there any  semant ic  contrad ict ions i n  the orig ina l  text? 

Does the trans lat ion contrad ict itself in certain instances? 

Does the trans lat ion as a who le seem log ica l  and sound as we l l  as eas i ly comprehens ib le? 

Can doubts about  mean ing  o r  e rrors i n  the orig ina l  text be resolved by app ly ing the la rger  

context of the document as a who le? 

I s  it poss ib le  to consu l t  w i th  the author or  another re l iab le authori ty on  sem ant ic prob lems? 

Style and Conventions of the Target Language 

Have al l  punctuat ion norms been respected i n  the target language ,  rather  than s im ply 

reproduced from the source language? 

In read ing  the trans lat io n ,  does it seem l i ke a flu id  docu ment o rig ina l l y  written i n  the target 

language? 

I s  there need less repetit ion  of the same words i n  the trans lated text? 

Cou ld any prepos i t iona l  phrases or  connectors be e l im inated? 

Do the connectors used to add flu id ity to the text jeopard ize its semant ic i ntegrity? 
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Clarity 

I n  the trans lat ion ,  i s  it a lways read i ly apparent who is the agent ,  what act ion is  be ing 

carried out and what is  the object of th is  act ion? 

I s  i t  c lear  what  every adject ive , adverb or prepos it iona l  phrase is  mod ify ing? 

Are there dang l ing part ic ip les? 

Termi nology 

Which terms need to be researched? 

Are para l le l  texts ava i l ab le , and if  so ,  how re l iab le are they? 

Are experts ava i lab le ,  and if so, how re l iab le  are they? 

Is there an estab l ished system for savi ng and modify ing terms? 

Do some terms need to be expanded with add it iona l  exp lanat ions so that they are 

com prehens ib le i n  the target language? 

Wi l l  the reader of the trans lat ion have a g reater or lesser understand ing of the term ino logy 

in the document? 
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Revision System and P rocess 

Background 

When the trans lat ion of the  text a t  hand  was req uested , the  cand idate was 

employed as a trans lat ion consu ltant at U N I CEF .  I n  t h i s  sense , t he  post cou ld  be 

considered a staff posit ion . H owever, as was ment ioned in the i ntroduct ion to th is  memo i r, 

the cand idate d id  not have the advantage of an estab l ished system of checking ,  revis ing 

and ed i t ing as part of th is  pos it ion .  Thus ,  the cand idate was so le ly  respons ib le  for 

design ing and fo l l owing u p  o n  a l l  stages from the fi rst draft of the trans lat ion to its fi na l  

publ icatio n .  

Certa i n  factors s h o u l d  be borne i n  m ind when consideri ng  t h i s  process.  F i rst , th is 

trans lat ion was ass igned to the cand idate as a freelance p roject outs ide of norma l  

translat ion and language services provided to U N I C E F .  Th is aspect is  re levant because it 

meant that the cand idate wou ld  be respons ib le for organ iz ing a work schedu le  outs ide of 

normal  work hours ,  wh ich at that po int  in t ime tota led over 40 hours per week.  Second , 

the orig ina l  dead l i ne set for subm itt ing the trans lat ion was m oved forward , s ign ificant ly 

l im it ing the t imeframe ava i l ab le  for th is task. Th i rd ,  the trans lat ion was actua l l y  part of a 

series of free lance trans lat ions  of s im i l a r  length , which were s lated to be subm itted i n  a 

h igh ly consecutive o rder .  I t  bears ment ion ing that the other trans lat ions i n  th is  ser ies were 

also to be carried out as free lance projects outs ide of norma l  work hours and the i r  

dead l i nes for subm iss ion had a lso been moved forward . The fi na l , and perhaps most 

s ign ificant factor in terms of revis ion and edit ing , was the comp lete absence of a 

trans lat ion su pport network with i n  U N I C E F .  Bearing i n  m ind that the trans lat ion was to be 

publ ished , it was a lso s ign i ficant that neither the coord inator of com m u n icat ions and 

publ icat ions at U N I C E F ,  nor the persons who wou ld  be i n  charge of the layout and 

pub l ication  of the trans lated text had more than a m in ima l  g rasp of Eng l i sh .  
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I t  was deemed l i ke ly  that  the extenuat ing c i rcumstances descr ibed above cou ld  

poss ib ly y ie ld  a substant ia l  marg in  of e rror i n  the  trans lat io n .  For th is  reaso n ,  the 

candidate decided to su bcontract an i ndependent reviser for the trans lat ion because as  

John D .  G raham so aptly  po ints out  i n  h i s  a rt ic le ent it led "Checki n g ,  rev is ion and  ed i t ing" :  

Of a l l  the qua l i t ies a good trans la to r  m ust  possess ,  probably the most va luab le  is  a h igh ly  
deve loped sense of  respons ib i l i ty . Th is  wi l l  enab le  h im  to  recogn ize h i s  own weaknesses 
and l im itations .  (Graham ,  p . 99)  

Choos ing  the Reviser 

The task of choos ing  a rev iser  proved to be very d ifficu l t  and  remarkably 

stra ightforward at the same tim e  because  of the l im ited fie ld  of opt ions .  Essenti a l ly ,  t he  

candidate had on ly  one  co l league who fu lfi l led the  fu ndamenta l criter ia des i red i n  th i s  

case . N ame ly ,  t hese  criter ia were tha t  the  person be a native Eng l i sh  speaker w i th  a h igh  

level o f  fl uency i n  Span ish  and  a l anguage specia l ist  with the capacity to  accomp l i sh  the  

task at hand i n  a m in imum amount of  t i me .  

I n  sp i te o f  t he  sound  qua l i t ies the reviser presented , there were some d rawbacks , 

which m ight  not  have existed had the candidate had access to more persons who 

possessed the sought-after characteris t ics .  One l im itat ion was that the rev iser had l i tt le  

knowledge about  the subject a reas addressed i n  the  book. However, th is  aspect was not 

as re levant  as  i t  m igh t  have been i n  othe r  i nstances,  g iven that the language used in the 

orig ina l  text was not h igh ly techn i ca l  o r  s pecific .  Another  l i m itat ion  was that the reviser 

was actua l l y  a trans lator by profess ion and had had no prior  experience str ict ly i n  rev is ion .  

Aga in ,  th is  factor was m in ima l  because wh i le  the  reviser had never  worked excl us ive ly on  

a revis ion project ,  she  had acq u i red a g reat dea l  of  experience i n  rev is i"ng as  part of her  

work as  a trans lator. 
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Choosing the Revis ion 

I n  se lect ing  the type of  revis ion that the reviser wou ld carry out ,  three opt ions were 

cons idered . The fi rst was a rev is ion by a specia l ist for the accuracy of term ino logy and 

language usage .  However ,  as was a l ready pointed out ,  the rev iser who wou ld be carry ing  

out  th is task  d id  not  have these ski l l s .  Moreover, t he  cand idate was u nab le to  locate a 

specia l ist i n  th is  specifi c  fie ld  with an extens ive knowledge of th is  term ino logy i n  Eng l i sh . 

Furthermore ,  wh i le  th is  type of rev is ion wou ld have certa i n ly proved usefu l ,  it was not 

deemed whol ly necessary g iven the term ino logy research that had been carr ied out  by the 

cand idate . I n  th i s  regard ,  it shou ld  be borne in  m ind that most of the i nvest igat ion was 

based on para l le l  documents orig ina l ly  written in  Eng l ish at U N I CEF headquarters . Th us ,  

th i s  informat ion cou ld  be cons idered to  be prime source materi a l .  

The second type o f  rev is ion considered was a rev iew of  on l y  t he  Eng l i sh  text . The 

advantage of th is  a lternative was that i t  fe l l  wel l  with in  the scope of the rev iser's  capacit ies 

and wou ld  have proved benefic ia l  to the fina l  trans lat ion product .  However, th is was 

rejected i n  favor of a rev is ion com par ing the orig ina l  S pan ish  text with the Eng l i sh  

trans lat ion . 

The d isadvantage of th is  choice was that by concentrat ing on com paring  the two 

texts , the rev iser was not ab le  to focus exclus ively on the sty le and flu i d ity of the text i n  

Eng l i sh .  However, i t  was decided that  th is  possib le shortcom ing  was outweighed by the 

need to be sure that there were no i naccuracies ,  om iss ions or  i ncons istencies in the 

trans lat ion i tse lf .  The poss ib i l ity of these errors was greatly m u lt ip l ied by the extenuat ing 

c i rcumstances u nder  which the trans lat ion was carried out .  

This esti mat ion proved accurate i n  that the reviser encountered om iss ions i n  the 

trans lated text . I t  wou ld  not have been possib le to know that th is  i nformation was m iss ing , 

if not for the fact that the reviser had compared the two texts . The rev iser s i m i la rly 

encountered i ncons istenc ies in term inology usage for the same concept i n  Span ish . 
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Practical Aspects of Revis ion 

After the dec is ion had been made to subcontract an independent rev iser and th is  

ind ividua l  selected , the type of  rev is ion and date for subm iss ion of  the rev ised text were 

d iscussed . Natura l ly ,  g iven the t ime constraints fac ing the cand idate , these same factors 

affected the reviser who was subsequent ly provided with a hardcopy of the trans lat ion and 

a photocopy of  the orig i na l  text i n  Span ish . She i ncorporated her suggested changes and 

a lternatives by hand and returned the trans lat ion to  the cand idate on the agreed-upon 

date . The cand idate then incorporated the changes i nto the e lectron ic  vers ion  of the text . 

The majority of a l te rn atives provided by the reviser was deemed as sound and  acceptab le .  

However, th is  was not a lways the case . In  some instances , her suggest ion was rejected i n  

favor of  the orig ina l  render ing i n  the trans lat ion , and sometimes , a th i rd opt ion was 

incorporated that was thought  to be better than either the orig ina l  t rans lat ion or the revised 

vers ion .  

The cand idate then revised the Eng l i sh  vers ion on ly  of the document i n  order  to 

make styl ist ic improvements and i nsure that there were no i ncons istencies . The 

trans lat ion was subsequently g iven to the com mun ications and pub l icat ions cons u ltant at 

U N I C E F ,  on the assum pt ion that the text wou ld  be i m mediately subm itted for text l ayout 

and pub l icat ion . I t  shou ld  be ment ioned that ,  g iven that none of the persons i n  charge of 

text layout and pub l icat ion had more than a m in ima l  knowledge of Eng l is h ,  trans lat ions 

were a lways retu rned to the cand idate for fi na l  rev is ion before defi n it ively be ing sent to be 

pub l ished . I t  was not uncommon for th is  process to be repeated nu merous t imes .  This 

held part icu lar ly true i n  th is  case . 

The Pub l ication  and Post-Revis ion Processes 

The above-ment ioned process of ongo ing rev is ion by the cand idate before the text 

was sent to pub l i cat ion raises an i nterest ing po int .  I t  ca l l s  i nto question  the trans lator's 

degree of respons ib i l ity for the fina l  text . I n  th is  s pecific case , the cand idate , for lack of 
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other opt ions or  a defined organ izat iona l  structure ,  undertook these act iv i t ies .  Th is imp l ied 

carry ing out tasks and taking on respons ib i l i t ies that fe l l  outs ide of the processes normal ly  

associated wi th  t rans lat ion i nternat iona l l y .  

The most notab le of  these was the need to  revise changes prev ious ly sent  to the 

pub l isher i n  order  to  i nsure that  these had been correctly i ncorporated . I t  shou ld  be 

mentioned that  these changes and post-changes were not  always l i ngu ist ic i n  nature .  For  

example ,  Tab le  2 i n  the a rt ic le  ent i t led "Pol it icas de atenc i6n de la  pobreza en 

com un idades u rbanas" was or ig i na l ly retu rned from the pub l isher  w i th  none of  the figu res 

incl uded i n  the table .  Th is was corrected and sent back to the pub l i sher ,  who entered the 

corrections ,  except for one .  I n  the orig ina l  vers ion , the  legend that  accom panies the tab le 

incl udes the fo l l owing :  " n . d . :  no  d i spon ib le" ( U N I CEF ,  U NCHS p .  30) . Th is was or ig i na l l y  

trans lated as :  " n . i . :  no i nformat ion . "  However, the  pub l isher d id  not change "n . d . "  to  read 

as "n . i . "  when entering the fig u res i nto the table. Thus ,  in  an  effort to save money on 

print i ng ,  the com m un icat ions and pub l i cat ions consu ltant incorporated changes to try to 

correct this prob lem , suggest ing the fo l l owing trans lat ion :  "n .d . :  no date . "  Needless to say 

this option was not adopted . In the pub l i shed vers ion of this docu ment ,  the trans lat ion was 

"n .d . :  no data" ( p . 3 1 ) .  

As has a l ready been ment ioned , efforts were made to make the b ib l iog raph ies 

inc l uded with each art ic le cons istent with each other  and with the format prescribed i n  the 

Style Book, pub l i shed by U N I C E F .  Thus ,  a l l  the b ib l iographies had been mod ified before 

being sent to the pub l isher .  However, the pub l isher had been g iven the general 

instruct ions to essent ia l l y  fo l l ow the format i n  Spanish when pr int ing the trans lat ion in 

Eng l i sh .  For th is reason ,  a l l  the a lterat ions made by the cand idate were rejected in favor 

of the orig i na l  formats used in the b ib l iographies . I t  should also be ment ioned that the 

cand idate had also mod ified many of the entrie� so that periods wou ld  be i nc luded i ns ide 

quotat ion marks , as is  standard pract ice i n  Eng l ish .  These changes were a lso reversed 
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because of the com m u n icat ions  and pub l i cat ions consu ltant 's convict ion  that th is  format 

was incorrect . I n  order  to correct these s ituat ions ,  the b ibl iographies and tab le were 

resubm itted with more specific i nstruct ions as to how they shou ld  appear i n  the pub l ished 

vers ion of the text . 

Many other de lays and m isunderstand ings were encountered during  the pub l i cat ion  

process .  One of  the m ost nota b le stemmed from the fact that  the software used by the 

pub l isher was d i fferent from that used by the cand idate . Thus ,  when the trans lat ion  

subm itted by the cand idate was converted i nto th is  other  software ,  a l l  78 of the footnotes 

and the two trans lator notes were lost .  The pub l isher  then retyped these notes and 

inc luded these new vers ions  i n  the text sent  back to U N I C E F  for review by the cand idate . 

I n  rev is ing th i s  m od if ied docu ment ,  it was soon read i ly  apparent that the footnotes had 

somehow been a ltered because of the extremely h igh  number  of spel l i ng  and punctuat ion 

errors as we l l  as de leted i nform at io n .  The other major  de lay incurred was before the 

trans lat ion was sent to the pub l i sh ing  house for the fi rst t ime .  Th is was the resu lt of  

changes made by the author  of the art icle ent i t led "E I  trabajo  i nfanto-juven i l  y los derechos 

de los n inos , n i nas y ado lescentes" (Ch i ld-Adolescent Labor and the Rig hts of Boys , G i rl s  

and Ado lescents) . See C h a pter One for more deta i l s  concern ing  th is  aspect .  

Obvious ly ,  t h e  m ost frustrat ing  p a rt  o f  t h e  above examp les was that they a l l  i m p l ied 

a dup l i cat ion  of effort and the need to closely mon itor every mod ificat ion made .  

Essent i a l l y ,  the cand idate cou ld  never be fu l l y  confident that  any changes made wou ld  be 

correct ly i ncorporated . Wh i le  it cou ld  certa in ly be argued that  th is  excess ive back and 

forth  activity fa l l s  outs ide of the trans lator's rea lm of  respons ib i l i ty , i t wou ld  not change the 

f�ct that any errors or  shortcom ings found i n  the trans lat ion would be attr ibuted to the 

trans lator ,  not the pub l i sh i ng  house .  The very advantage of appear ing i n  the ed i tori a l  

credits o f  the text as the  person who trans lated the  book  a l so  meant assum ing  

respons ib i l ity for t he  text i tself .  
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As Graham so apt ly po i nts out :  

Many criti cs , no  defenders ,  
Trans lators have but two regrets ; 

When they 'h it' no-one remembers ,  
When they 'm iss'  no-one forgets . 

(Graham,  p . 1 00)  

Moreover, as has a l ready been ment ioned a l l  the other part ic ipants i n  the 

pub l ication process had l i tt le  more than a very m in ima l  knowledge of Eng l ish . Thus if the 

cand idate had refused to ta ke on  these add i t iona l  respons ib i l i t ies , there wou ld  have been 

no one who cou ld  have done so .  

One of  the  most  i n teresti ng aspects of  the  pub l icati on ,  o r  perhaps more apt ly ca l led 

the pre-pub l icati on  process , was that i t  eas i ly  lasted twice as long as a l l  the other 

processes comb i ned . Wh i le  the case at hand may be somewhat un iq ue,  i t  sti l l  provides 

important i nformation  about the ti me and effort i nvolved i n  a pub l i cation .  Examp les of 

pages from the pub l ished trans lat ion a re i ncl uded for reference as Annex 2 .  

Based o n  th is  experience,  i t  i s  recom mended that any trans lator whose work is to 

be pub l ished shou ld  be aware of the actua l  proced ure that wi l l  be fo l l owed after the work is 

submitted . I f, as  i n  the present case ,  n o  one respons ib le for lay ing out  and pri nting the 

fin ished trans lat ion is  ab le to understand the language in  which i t  i s  written , the trans lator 

should thorough ly  i nvestigate al l  ava i lab le opt ions to i nsure that the marg in  for error is 

m in ima l .  Althoug h ,  i n  theory,  a trans lator's work is rightfu l ly  con cl uded upon submiss ion of 

the fi na l  vers ion  of the docu ment ,  he or  she wi l l  sti l l  be held u lt imately respons ib le for any 

l ingu ist ic errors made i n  the layout  o r  pub l i cat ion processes . Thus ,  when a document is  to  

be pub l ished , the trans lator must  take care to protect h is  or  her profess iona l  reputat ion and 

make every reasonab le effort to guarantee that  the pub l icat ion reflects the same degree of 

qua l ity as the trans lat i on .  
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CO N C LU S I O N S  A N D  RECO M M E N DATIO N S  

Genera l ly speaking , the memoi r  o f  the Grad uat ion Project endeavors t o  d iscuss 

and examine  the processes that y ie lded the fi na l  vers ion of the trans lat i on .  The 

concept ion and deve lopment of both documents have been a va luab le persona l  learn i ng 

experience,  and  i t  is hoped that they w i i i  a lso serve as a g u ide for other students and 

trans lators g iven the ir  overa l l  contribut ion to the fie ld of  trans lat ion stud ies . 

Th is  sectio n  provides conc lus ions and recommendations based on  the trans lation , 

memoir and the cand idate's own experience .  Essentia l ly ,  the i ntent is to synthes ize the 

informat ion and ideas i n  these texts i n  a concise form with a wider range of app l icab i l i ty 

and re levance .  The concl us ions and recommendat ions are subd iv ided i n  terms of the i r  

sources and the i r  fie lds of  reference .  

Conclus ions 

Text Ana lysis 

• Text ana lys is is as vita l  a pa rt of p rod uc ing a qua l ity trans lat ion as is the trans lat ion 

process itself . 

• The strength of sound text ana lys is l ies i n  its effectiveness and efficiency.  

• Text ana lys is can have negative effects on  the trans lat ion as a whole if it con s u mes too 

much t ime and  i nterferes with pre-estab l ished dead l i nes .  In  th is  case,  th i s  p rocess is  

an  onerous chore ,  rather than a usefu l too l  for deve lop ing accurate and flu id  

trans lations .  

• Text ana lys is  provides the genera l  framework, which can lend context when mak ing 

decis ions concern ing  mean ing .  For  examp le ,  i f  the trans lator a lways keeps the 
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sender's i ntentio n  present i n  h i s  or  her  m ind ,  any contrad ict ions i n  the text wi l l  be easy 

to detect. 

• Text ana lys is  he lps the trans lator deve lop and bear in m ind  a concept ion  of the 

fin ished trans lat ion before beg inn ing  to trans late . 

• Writ ings on  the process and procedure of text ana lys is represent efforts to describe 

this concept and its imp l i cat ions ;  they are not exact ,  una lterab le reci pes . 

Term ino logy 

• Para l le l  texts are often superior  to d i ct ionaries i n  research ing  term ino logy .  

• I t  is not uncommon to find  contrad ict ions  of term usage when research ing  term ino logy .  

Thus ,  i nsofa r  as poss ib le ,  the trans lator shou ld endeavor to confirm th is  usage th rough 

more than one source.  

• Depend ing  o n  the env i ronmental factors re lated to the trans lat ion ( i . e . , who or  what 

organ izatio n  so l ic ited the trans lat ion) ,  the trans lator can somet imes estab l i sh  a 

h ierarchy of re l i ab i l ity among information  sources ,  and thus determ ine  what cou ld  be 

cons idered pr ime source materia l . 

• Term ino logy  stored i n  common ly emp loyed , eas i ly  access ib le e lectron ic  databases are 

more user-friend ly  when add ing new terms ,  orderi ng l i sts of terms and  shar ing 

i nform at ion  with other trans lators . 

"\. • I nternet i s  one of the most genera l l y  access ib le and d iverse sources of term ino logy 

i nformat i o n .  

. •  Deve lop ing  term ino logy systems a n d  data banks is  an ongo ing process .  

• Other trans lators can often be a va luab le  source of term ino logy i nformatio n .  

• Being an  expert i n  a g iven fie ld does not necessari ly make that person a re l iab le 

source of i nformation  regard ing  term ino logy .  
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• Document ing the source of terms every t ime a new term is researched or  encountered 

is a t ime-sav ing  techn ique .  

Trans lation  Process 

• I naccu racies i n  the o rig ina l  text shou ld not be repeated i n  the trans lat ion . I n  these 

instances , consu l t ing with the author of the text is  often the best way to c la rify these 

s ituations .  

• Repetit iveness , awkwardness or odd it ies in  the orig ina l  text shou ld  genera l l y  not be 

reproduced in the trans lat ion . 

• Often the trans lat ion of a text is more cohesive , stream l i ned and fl uent than the orig i na l  

text . 

• I n  trans lat i n g ,  the g rammatical  and sty l ist ic convent ions of the term ina l  l anguage 

shou ld  be reflected i n  the trans lat ion ,  rather than those of  the or ig ina l  l anguage .  

• I n  many cases ,  the  trans lat ion wi l l  be  more concise than the or ig i na l  document  

because excess ive or  unneeded phrases or words have been co l l apsed i nto more 

concrete ideas .  I t  is  i nterest ing to  note that  th is  conclus ion may a lso be d rawn i n  

trans lat ions from Eng l ish  to  Span ish .  

Revis ion 

• Revis ing  a trans lat ion can dramatical ly improve its qua l ity . 

• U nder idea l  c i rcumstances , a l l  written texts ,  whether they are trans lat ions or  not .  

shou ld  b e  rev ised b y  another person . 

• Not a l l  of the changes or  suggest ions made by the rev iser are necessar i ly va l i d .  

• Somet imes , the best opt ion i n  a text is not the or ig i na l  one or  that suggested by the 

reviser ,  but rather a th i rd a l ternative conceived out  of  the first two . 
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• I n suri n g  a qua l ity rev is ion i mp l ies select ing a qua l ity reviser .  

• The fact that a person 's native language is the same as the term ina l  language of the 

trans lat ion does not necessar i ly  qua l ify th is person to revise the trans lat io n .  

• There a re m any d ifferent types of revis ion . Selecting the most appropriate opt ion 

depends  on the specific needs and context re lated to the trans lat ion .  

• As a genera l  ru le ,  good trans lators make good revisers . 

• Rev is ion  is  an  effect ive too l to i nsuri ng qua l ity trans lations , not an  overt ,  u n redeemed 

crit ic ism of the  trans lator .  

Genera l  Conc l us ions 

• The trans lator is a lways u lt imately responsib le for h is or her work. 

• Produc ing  a qua l ity trans lat ion involves much more than just trans lat i ng the text . 

• Time i s  often as im portant as any l i ngu ist ic factor. 

• Perfect t rans lations do  not exist .  

• Trans lat ion  lends  itse lf  wel l  to the " learn ing by doing" approach . 

• The best tool  that a trans lator possesses is h is  or her ab i l ity to reason and synthesize 

i nformat i on .  

Recommendati ons 

The lessons learned i n  deve lop ing the trans lat ion and memo i r  as we l l  as the 

cand idate's persona l  experience as a trans lator have yie lded several recommendat ion s .  

Natu ra l l y ,  s o m e  or  a l l  o f  them are subjective t o  a certain  extent s i nce ind iv idua l  learn i ng  

patterns and percept ions may  vary .  

With regard t o  these i nd iv idua l  learn ing patterns,  i t  i s  recommended that , i n  a l l  

areas o f  work, trans lat ion inc luded , people should endeavor t o  devise systems and 
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practices i n  keep ing  with the i r  own ind iv idua l  menta l  strengths . For examp le ,  i n  the case 

of text ana lys is , the trans lator shou ld  work to adopt an  efficient i nformat ion  process ing 

system so that the ana lys is  is  not so cum bersome as to be useless . A long these same 

l i nes , it shou ld be po inted out that  not a l l  system s  wi l l  be he lpfu l to a l l  trans lators . Thus ,  

trans lators shou ld  m ake every effort to  learn about the i r  own mental  fu nct ions and  

patterns .  

I n  addi t ion , trans lators shou ld  be  we l l  versed i n  the  e lectron ic  management of 

information ,  particu la rly i n  the use of I nternet. G iven the ease of access of e lectron ic  

databases and the poss ib i l it ies of  bu i l d i ng  an extens ive in ternat iona l  c l ient  base v ia 

electron ic  information  channels , i t  wou ld  be to the benefit of  trans lators without  these ski l l s  

to  deve lop the m .  M o reover, those who a l ready possess these capacit ies shou ld  endeavor 

to stay abreast of any new developments in these areas .  

I t  i s  further recom mended that  trans lators network among themselves so that they 

can share informat ion a bout new deve lopments in the fie lds of trans lat ion and trans lat ion 

stud ies .  These networks are a lso usefu l i n  exchang ing  work .  For examp le ,  i n  the case of 

the trans lat ion addressed in the memoir ,  the cand idate has revised trans lat ions of the 

person chosen to revise the cand idate's trans lat ion . Th is s i tuat ion a lso brings  to l i ght 

another sa l ient  benefit of these networks . Because of the t ime constra i nts p laced on the 

production of the t rans lat ion , the cand idate needed to locate a reviser i m med iate ly ;  having 

access to a network of language professiona ls  made th is  poss ib le .  

G iven the genera l  nature of  these recommendat ions ,  it is  hoped that they can be 

app l ied  al1d adopted i n  a variety of  d i fferent c ircum stances .  Th is same observat ion ho lds 

true for the conc lus ions deta i led i n  th is  chapter. Wh i le  these ideas are by no means 

exhaustive , they m ay sti l l  be of  use i n  many instances , thus representing  a contri but ion to 

the Licenciatura Program in Trans lat ion at the U n ivers idad Nac iona l  and to the fie ld  of 

trans lat ion stud ies .  
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